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Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Inside this Issue:
Calendar of Events

3 Annual membership is $15 per
5 individual, $20 per family, or $7.50 for
full-time students.
Memberships
5 renewable on January 1st. Dues can
6 be mailed to the membership committee
chairman:
7

From the Editor
Welcome our New Members for 2018
TAG Winter Trip
Indiana’s Buckner Cave

9 John Cassidy
10 414 Michigan Ave.
Troy, OH 45373
10

Buckner Cave Trip Poem
Indiana Karst Conservancy News
Kentucky Speleological Survey News
Minutes of the January Regular Membership Meeting
GSP Camping Passes for 2018

11 Please make check payable to:
12 Dayton Underground Grotto

2018 GSP Waiver

13 You can also pay with PayPal.
Cover Photo: Tama Cassidy and Tammy Otten having a
good time at the New Year’s Bat Ball at the NSS
Headquarters.
http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipVolume 25, Issue 2

February 2018 and-renewals.html

The Carbide Courier is e-mailed to all DUG members and is
available for download from the Dayton Underground Grotto
website. The newsletter is published monthly. Submissions
must be sent to the editor by Friday preceding the last week of
the month. Send submissions to mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2018 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
February 9-10 - The Adventure Summit at Wright State University
February 10 - Grotto trip to Buckner Cave, Bloomington, Indiana (tentative)
February 11 - Regular membership meeting, 7pm, Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center, 1900 Harshman Rd., Dayton, OH 45424.
March 11 - Regular membership meeting, 7pm, Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center, 1900 Harshman Rd., Dayton, OH 45424.
April - GSP work weekend (date to be determined)
April 8 - Regular membership meeting, 7pm, Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center, 1900 Harshman Rd., Dayton, OH 45424.
May 19-20 - Annual GSP Open House, Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Kentucky.

Dues for 2018 are now due! Go to the
membership page on our web page to renew, or
contact our Membership Chairman, John
Cassidy, to renew. Those who do not renew by
March 1st will be dropped from the membership
rolls.

THE PASSWORD TO THE DUG WEB PAGE MEMBERS-ONLY SECTION
HAS CHANGED. YOU MUST BE A PAID MEMBER FOR
2018 TO RECEIVE THE NEW PASSWORD.
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Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Safety and Rescue Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Just go
to www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Update Your Information” button, or
contact our Membership Chairman, John Cassidy, with your update.

2018 NSS CONVENTION
JULY 28 - AUGUST 3, 2018
HELENA, MONTANA
http://nss2018.caves.org/
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From the Editor:
At the time of this newsletter, a tentative grotto trip to Buckner Cave is being organized by Tama
Cassidy. The tentative date for the trip is February 10th. At this time, she is waiting to hear back from
the Richard Blenz Nature Conservancy if our trip is approved. Once she gets the word, more
information will be sent out to the grotto members.
Buckner is a fun cave, located outside of Bloomington, Indiana. Bloomington is my hometown and I
grew up not far from this cave. In fact, it was my first wild cave, having been taken there by my cousins
in 1974. It’s the cave I’ve visited more than any other (probably 100-plus trips).
I’ve written a short description of the cave, starting on page 7. There is also a map of the cave included,
though it will be nearly impossible to read any details. You can find a good copy of the map on the
RBNC webpage (found on page 8).
Thanks!
Mike Hood
Editor

Welcome Our New Members for 2018!
Alan Fearday
Lisa Fearday
Austin Hedges
Kenny Hedges
Kevin Hedges
Kim Hedges
Heather Jackson
Andrea Kuperman
Ava Kuperman
Jereme Kuperman
Levi Kuperman
Zebulon Kuperman
Phillip Volk
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TAG Winter Trip
By Tama Cassidy
We usually head south over Christmas break,
often to TAG, and this year we set our sights on
the Bat Ball at the NSS
Headquarters in
Huntsville, Alabama. John, Tammy Otten, and I
had one big box of tissues, several bottles of
DayQuil and NyQuil all piled into our car and
headed down south. We all had nasty colds. We
had been to Huntsville at least eight times and
never gotten to the Space Museum, so we
planned on going there on Saturday.
Friday morning started in a leisurely vacationlike fashion, without an ass in seat time, and we
got to Tammy’s around 10ish. We got into
Huntsville Friday evening and set up camp inside
as it was going to get into to 20’s. There were a
few hardy northerners set up to camp outside and
the rest of us took shelter inside.
We got up Saturday, fashionably late, had coffee
in bed, on our thermorests, and proceeded to the
museum. The museum was great fun. We spent
a nerdy day looking at many of the inventions,

crawling in and out of space capsules, playing
video docking games and we even got to watch
the new Star wars movie “The Last Jedi” in
IMAX.
The next morning we elected to do an easy
walking cave, Shelta Cave at the old NSS office.
It was bitingly cold out still but the cave was nice
and warm. Somehow John and Tammy found a
crawl and proceeded to get covered from head to
toe in mud.
We got back and got ready for the party. We
mingled and had a few and the DJ played some
dance tunes. The catered dinner served delicious
fried chicken. Then around midnight EST they
brought out numerous bottles of various
champagnes and we toasted Eastern Standard
midnight and then an hour later we toasted
Central Time midnight!
We headed home and stopped at Cooters for a
picture of the General Lee!
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Indiana’s Buckner Cave
By Mike Hood
Buckner Cave, located in Monroe County,
Indiana, is a true Indiana classic. The cave has
been known since the 18th century and was once
voted in a National Speleological Society (NSS)
poll as the “Most Vandalized Cave East of the
Mississippi.” It’s currently the 10th longest cave
in Indiana, with 3.47 miles of mapped passage.
Since the formation of the Richard Blenz Nature
Conservancy in 2005, and now a preserve of the
NSS, access to the cave is controlled and
vandalism has dropped considerably.
The
conservancy has conducted numerous cave
cleanups over the years, and has eliminated much
of the graffiti.
Even the “L. V. Cushing
Room” (formerly called the Signature Room), so
named for the “L. V. Cushing 1776” inscription
once visible in the room, has had its layers of
spray paint, often up to three inches thick in paint
in some areas, removed. Sadly, the L. V. Cushing
signature has long been obliterated by the
vandalism.
Buckner Cave is the first wild cave I had ever
been to, having been taken there by my cousins
in 1974. At that time (and for 30-plus years after
that), access was unrestricted, and it wasn’t
unusual to have over 300 people on the property
any given Saturday.
This resulted in near
irreparable damage to nearly every section of the
cave.
Buckner’s is a wonderful beginner’s cave, with a
little bit of everything to offer the caver (except
for vertical). It has long crawl ways, large
passages, and several big rooms and breakdown
chambers. The preferred trip is the circle route
that starts at the “T Room” and brings you back
around to it, with a much recommended stop off

to explore the Volcano Room and its large upper
level passage.
The cave has a large walk-in entrance that leads
to a large breakdown chamber where square
dances were once held in the 19th and early 20th
centuries.
Behind a large boulder is the
beginning of the 400 foot-plus crawlway that
takes you to the T Room. From here, most will
turn left to begin the circle route. This passage is
large walking passage with some side passages
that go considerable distance (the WPA Passage
and Keen Grotto), as well as a barely passable
lower stream passage known as Gurgle Springs.
(I did this route once in the 1970s when I was
much slimmer--it’s not for larger cavers)!
Upon reaching the Big Room, cavers enter a
crawlway near the top of the room and begin a
series of easy crawls to a smooth wall you
chimney up to gain access to the Air Force Room
(named for the “USAF” graffiti that was spray
painted on the wall). The climb is slick and can
be difficult for short people, though it’s only
about seven feet to the top.
A short breakdown crawl will bring cavers to the
largest room in the cave, the Monument Room.
This is a very large passage with options on
traversing from one end to the other.
There is another entrance, known as the
“Bullseye Pit Entrance” located in a dome about
30 feet above the floor. This is a vertical, gated
entrance, on property not owned by the NSS.
After traveling to the end of the Monument
Room, there are several holes in the breakdown
that drop into a stream crawl. By following this
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passage, you will come to the slot that leads into
the bottom of the volcano of the “Volcano
Room.” This large slump room can be climbed
on one side up into the large “Volcano Passage.”
At the end of this passage was once a dug
entrance called the “Domicile Entrance.” It was
once going to be the entrance to the house that
Dick Blenz was going to construct in the Volcano
Passage. Of course, this never happened and the
entrance has been physically sealed for many
years.

Once the trip permit is approved, information
will be sent to grotto members. If you’ve never
been here, I highly recommend it. Even if you
have been to Buckner Cave in the past, it’s
always a fun trip, no matter how many times
you’ve been (and I’ve lost count of the number
of times I’ve been here).
Perhaps I’ll tell some of my more interesting,
and funny, stories of my trips to the cave.

After returning from the Volcano Room, you
continue to follow the large passage until you
reach the L. V. Cushing Room. From here, there
are options to continue on to the “Waterfall
Passage”, “BS North” or “BS South” passages
that are seldom visited. Most will climb the
breakdown pile to return to the T Room where
the trip began. From here, you return to the
crawlway to the entrance.

A much better map of the cave can be found on their website: http://www.bucknercave.org/
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Buckner Cave Trip Poem
By Bill Keegans, 1994)
In the fall of 1994, I lead a grotto trip to Buckner Cave. Apparently, it was tougher on some than I had
realized. Former member, Bill Keegans, wrote this poem and read it at the grotto Christmas party. He
was kind enough to give me an autographed copy. I’m 24 years older now and much slower!
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Indiana Karst Conservancy News
http://ikc.caves.org/
On December 19th, the Indiana Karst Conservancy was informed by the Hoosier National Forest that the
blanket closure of HNF caves is being lifted in 2018. The forest service caves will still be closed from
September 1st to April 30th each year, but during the rest of the year entry will be allowed.
Note this does not include caves on state land controlled by the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources. These caves will still remain closed at this time.
From the IKC Facebook page.

Kentucky Speleological Survey News
http://ksscaves.com/
On January 2nd, Kentucky completed its LIDAR data set, adding several missing counties, including
Rockcastle, Pulaski, Jackson, and a bunch of others. On Saturday the 8th, the KSS was looking at
LIDAR indicated sinkholes for caves and found a previously unreported entrance. The entrance is
beautiful and the KSS is thinking of calling it LPO (LIDAR Pays Off).
From the KSS Facebook page.
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MINUTES OF THE DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2018
1. Chairman Tama Cassidy called the meeting to order at 7:20pm at T. J Chumps in Huber Heights.
There were nine members and two guests in attendance. All officers were present.
2. Minutes of the December 10, 2017 meeting were read and approved by unanimous consent.
3. Treasurer Sweet reported a balance of $3049.86 in checking and $1592.58 in savings.
4. Membership chairman, John Cassidy, reported the grotto currently has 50 paid members for 2018. He
said he expects to get more renewals before the March 1st drop date.
5. Chairman Tama talked about the Bat Ball at the NSS headquarters on New Years Eve. She said
around 50 people attended and it was a nice event.
6. Chairman Tama asked for any committee or representative reports:
a. Mike Hood reported on the Indiana Karst Conservancy. The IKC had been told by the Hoosier
National Forest administration they were going to open caves back up. This does not include caves on
Indiana Department of Natural Resources state-owned caves.
b. John Cassidy reported on the Kentucky Speleological Survey they are still looking for
volunteers.
7. Chairman Cassidy discussed the following upcoming events:
a. The Winter Adventure Weekend at Carter Caves State Resort Park, Kentucky, January 25-28.
Several grotto members will be there.
b. A tentative cave trip to Buckner’s Cave, Bloomington, Indiana, is being worked on for
February 10th. This trip is tentative as she is waiting to hear if the trip will be approved by the Richard
Blenz Nature Conservancy.
c. A work weekend at the Great Saltpetre Preserve in April is being planned in preparation for the
GSP Open House in May. No date is set at this time.
d. A grotto trip for March is being looked at, but nothing definite at this time.
e. The GSP Open House will be May 19-20.
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f. She has been talking with the chairman of the Huntsville Grotto about starting back up the
annual caving get together where one year they come up our way, and the next year we go to Huntsville.
Nothing has been set yet, but she is looking at a date in June to go to Huntsville.
8. The next grotto meeting will be February 11th at Stebbins High School. Bring your new caving gear
you got for Christmas.
9. There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.
Respectfully submitted
Mike Hood
Secretary

REMINDER! 2018 GSP Camping Passes
The GSP annual camping passes for 2018 are available for Grotto members. Individual passes are $40
and Family passes are $60. If you visit the Preserve more than five or six weekends a year it is a
worthwhile investment and eliminates the chore of remembering to put nightly camping donations in
the pay pipe.
The regular camping donation request is $6/night/ person. Electric sites are an additional $6/night/site,
which includes the lower mondo. Remember that use of electric is not included with the camping pass.
Camping passes are always available whenever you see me. Barring that, the next best method is to
purchase by mail or on the GSP website: caves.org/conservancy/gsp/ Use the donation button and make
sure you specify “for camping pass” in the comment section. If paying by mail, make checks out to:
Great Saltpetre Preserve. (Not to GCG or Rockcastle Karst Conservancy) and put a note in the memo
line – “for camping pass”. Remember camping passes are only available to current members of the
supporting Grottos: GCG, BGG, DUG, and COG. Renewal time is at hand for many Grotto members,
so if you have not renewed your membership, please do.
My mailing address is: GSP c/o Werner Jud 1044 Vacationland Dr. Cincinnati, Ohio 45231. Once the
donation has been received you will be sent a card for your wallet.
Thank you for supporting the Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve.
Werner G. Jud
GSP Treasurer
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