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https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
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individual, $20 per family, or $7.50 for
3 full-time students.
Memberships
renewable on January 1st. Dues can
5 be mailed to the membership committee
chairman:
6
John Cassidy
6 414 Michigan Ave.
Troy, OH 45373
7
Please make check payable to:
9 Dayton Underground Grotto

Ergor’s Talking Points for Cave Guides

12 You can also pay with PayPal.
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Bill Walden Lew Bicking Award Nomination

Cover Photo: Our good friend, Bill Walden, who passed
on June 15, 2018. He will be missed.

Volume 25, Issue 4

July-September 2018

http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipand-renewals.html

The Carbide Courier is e-mailed to all DUG members and is
available for download from the Dayton Underground Grotto
website. The newsletter is published quarterly. Submissions
must be sent to the editor by Friday preceding the last week of
the month prior to publication. Send submissions to:
DaytonUndergroundGrotto@gmail.com
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2018 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
July 8

Regular membership meeting - 7pm at Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center

July 30 - August 3
August 12

NSS Convention, Helena, Montana http://nss2018.caves.org/

Regular membership meeting - 7pm at Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center

August 17-19 64th Annual Indiana Cave Capers, Camp Rivervale, Mitchell, Indiana
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/
September 9 Regular membership meeting - 7pm at Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center
October 14

Regular membership meeting - 7pm at Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center

From the Chairman:

off into the drainage areas. It seemed to work
very well.

Due to a change of dates for an event at work,
this year was my first year at The Great Saltpetre
Cave open house.

We helped chop onions and carrots for the bean
crew lead by Jamie. Wow, what well oiled
machine.

Since it was my first open house, I volunteered to
cook a pasta dinner for the cavers who were
working on Saturday.

On Saturday, I had a great time leading cave
trips.

I had John as my trusty sous chef. On Friday
afternoon we pulled into camp and opened some
road pops.

So maybe next year you all should come on
down for open house. It is a lot of time and the
visitors really appreciate getting to see the cave.

We managed to set up our tent before the deluge
of rain, which proved to be quite entertaining as
we could watch the efficiency of the new rain
proofed drive way.

Tama Cassidy
Chairman

We had been down in April and helped place
large rocks strategically near the culverts to
divert the energy of the water. And now we got to
watch the driveway take all that water and cast it
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Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Safety and Rescue Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Just go
to www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Update Your Information” button, or
contact our Membership Chairman, John Cassidy, with your update.

2018 NSS CONVENTION
JULY 28 - AUGUST 3, 2018
HELENA, MONTANA
http://nss2018.caves.org/
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From the Editor:
My apologies for the delay in publishing of the July-September edition of the Carbide Courier. Most of
you know of my health situation during the month of June (if not, I’ll tell you about sometime). This
has resulted in a delay in getting the newsletter published. Fear not--here it is! Also at the May grotto
meeting, it was passed that the newsletter now be a quarterly publication. I simply was not getting
enough material to continue with a monthly newsletter.
Several pages of this newsletter are devoted to our friend, William (Bill) Walden. Bill was a good friend
to many of us and he and Karen welcomed all cavers to their home. Thanl you to Lou Simpson for
providing the articles for this newsletter. Bill will be truly missed.
Putting on my grotto secretary’s hat--the minutes of the May grotto meeting, which would have been
published in this edition, are lost to oblivion. I took the minutes on my laptop, which for some unknown
reason decided to go belly up. I was able to restore the operating system, but all of my documents are
gone. There was no June meeting.
Mike Hood
Editor

Welcome Our New (and Renewed) Members!
Jeffrey Conarroe
Rhonda Lewis
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A Tribute to Bill Walden
Editor’s Note. Bill was a longtime member of the Dayton Underground Grotto and a good friend to
many of us cavers. Thanks to Lou Simpson who provided the following for the newsletter.
Bill’s Obituary:
William Dennis Walden, Jr. born September 24, 1942 in Statesville, North Carolina, died June 15, 2018
in Monticello, Kentucky.
He is survived by: his wife, Karen Ann Luce Walden of 882 Old Sawmill Road, Monticello, Kentucky.
He is also survived by his daughter, Katherine Mary Walden Schmid (husband, Aron Kyle Schmid) of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
His parents are both deceased: Marilyn Edgar Walden Kelly and William Dennis Walden, Sr.
Bill and Karen met on a blind date while attending college in Ohio. They married June 17, 1967 and
lived in Ohio until his retirement in 2007. He worked for Ohio Semitronics, Inc. in Hilliard, Ohio. After
his retirement they moved to Monticello, Kentucky.
He was editor of the Wayne County Historical Society newsletter, The Overview. He was also a member
of the Wayne County Rescue Squad, member and co-founder of Kentucky Speleological Society, fellow
of the National Speleological Society and Lew Bicking award winner.
The family will receive friends on Saturday, June 23, 2018 between 1 – 2 pm in the chapel of the funeral
home. Memorial services will be held Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 2 pm at the Hicks-Vaughn Funeral
Home Chapel.

You Lit Up Our Lives
Today we say farewell to a special man. Friend, father, engineer, Bill Walden will live on in the hearts
of all who knew him. He was a legend in his own time and a living hero to everyone lucky enough to
know him. The first time I met him was at a grotto meeting. Immediately he smiled and it was like the
sun was shining. He adored his wife Karen and seemed to demonstrate it with everything he did. A
great story teller, his kindness was evident in all he did and seemed limitless. My husband Lou Simpson
knew him and shortly after first going caving in 1967, introduced the Waldens to caving in Kentucky.
Bill and Karen eagerly became part of the caving community. Katie Walden was born in 1975 and was
taken caving almost immediately. – Sheryl Hilton
We attended a memorial in Monticello on June 23, 2018. I counted over 40 cavers as well as an equal
number of Wayne county friends—quilting club that Karen belongs to and people associated with the
history museum. After the service we cavers drove to Redmond Creek Cave where Katie and her
husband Aron deposited Bill’s ashes. –Lou Simpson
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To the NSS Lew Bicking award selection committee
From Lou Simpson, NSS11138F, LB
November 9, 2012
I am writing in support of the nomination of William D. Walden, NSS11573F for the 2013 Lew Bicking
award.
Bill and I both started caving in 1967, exploring together in Sloan’s Valley Cave system in Pulaski
County, KY, as well as in other caves. When Bill and I met up with Dave Beiter, Dave taught us how to
survey. We helped Beiter survey Sloan’s Valley, but when Dave temporarily moved out of the area, Bill
and I and others in the Central Ohio Grotto continued the project. By 1971 we had assembled a map, the
third or fourth attempt at mapping this 24-mile long, 16-entrance cave. Bill is also interested in cave
photography and has taken a lot of great photos over the years.
In the early 70s, Bill played an active role in the exploration and mapping of the Cave Creek system,
which involved numerous entrances that we connected together. The longest section is 18 miles long
and we assembled a map by 1976. To make one of the major connections, we excavated the fill for 125
feet in a passage, even installing a railway for carrying out the dirt, only to connect the caves in another
area. Bill and other grotto members built onto a fieldhouse in Pulaski county that cavers were able to
use from 1971 through the mid 90s.
I left central Ohio in 1976 for the Dayton area and later moved to Cincinnati in 1983. Bill remained
very active in the Central Ohio Grotto, continuing to map caves and serving as a grotto officer, including
as newsletter editor of COG Squeaks throughout the 80s, 90s, and early 2000s. Bill and Karen Walden
hosted many grotto meetings in their home and have always welcomed cavers in their home. Bill
received the NSS Fellows award. He continued to map caves with the Central Ohio Grotto. Since the
80s Bill has focused on cave mapping projects in Wayne County, KY, notably Redmond Creek and
associated caves (Peter, Sandy Spring, Triple-S, and others). In the 90s Bill constructed a fieldhouse in
Wayne County, KY for the Central Ohio Grotto. In 1990 a breakthrough in another Cave Creek cave,
Punkin, brought Bill and I back together for that project.
In about 2006 Bill and his wife Karen moved to Wayne County, KY, in his favorite caving area. Bill and
his associates have continued their exploration and mapping projects in Wayne County, where Bill has
produced a number of cave system maps. In 2008 Bill surveyed a Pulaski County cave system (Neely’s
Creek) that has been threatened by a proposed coal mine. He continues to publish his work in grotto
newsletters and in the newsletter of the Kentucky Cave Survey, an organization which he was
instrumental in forming and for which he serves as president and newsletter editor. When I visited Oil
Cave in Wayne County with Bill in 2007, he was recovering from a broken tibia, yet he insisted on
mapping on every trip.
In the Wayne County Historical Museum, Bill has developed a room in the basement as an educational
exhibit for caves. The exhibit features a number of photos (some 3D), a number of papers and binders
that he has developed, some of his cave maps, and various caving paraphernalia. There is a vertical cave
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entrance in that room that was initially used for ventilation of the Hotel Breeding, the building that now
serves as the museum. A rope hangs down in this 24-foot pit and Bill explained that he is digging
around the bottom attempting to find where the cave used to go. Bill’s involvement with residents in the
Wayne County area has helped create and maintain good cave owner relations. He has actively worked
with landowners to conserve caves and cave life, especially concerns about bat hibernation and white
nose syndrome.
So I believe Bill typifies the kind of caver that we all want to be and he deserves the Lew Bicking
award.

Bill’s ashes being buried in Redmond Creek Cave.
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Caving
By Lou Simpson and Sheryl Hilton
Lou becomes a cave man
I started exploring caves in
1967 when two radio
astronomers from Ohio State
University brought me to
Sloan’s Valley Cave near
Burnside, KY along with their
wives and their pet wiener dog.
We entered a cave named
Garbage Pit, crawling through
tires and discarded appliances
and over broken glass to enter
it. The cave was very muddy
and rocky and we didn’t get
very far because they had to
carry the wiener dog. The next
day we entered the Minton
Hollow entrance a couple
miles away. It was nicer and I
was told that the two caves
connect together. I thought it
would be interesting to find the
way between these entrances,
so I returned a couple weeks
later with three college friends.
I was the experienced member
of the party. In the cave we
kept finding Kleenexes that my
friend Hartley had accidentally
dropped and figured out that
we were going in circles and
were lost.
After following
whoever had an idea of the
route out and many arguments
and tears, we climbed up a
mountain of rocks and did find
the way out.

Undaunted, I joined up with
other experienced cavers and
learned the routes through
Sloan’s Valley Cave. By 1971
we had produced a map of 22
miles of passages. The cave
has 16 entrances and features
some huge rooms. I obtained
access to a one-room building
in the area that we fixed up and
used for a “fieldhouse”. I was
teaching school so I was able
to go caving entire summers.
We mapped another 18-mile
long cave nearby named Cave
Creek, connecting 18
entrances, some by digging. In
January 1973 eight of us were
temporarily trapped in Flynn
Cave by a flood.
Water
suddenly roared through the
cave and we retreated and
waited in a higher spot that
unfortunately had leaves and
sticks on the ceiling from a
previous flood.
The water
abated somewhat and we
climbed a waterfall and
lowered a complete sump by
moving rocks damming a pool
in order to get out.
That
experience slowed some of us
down for a while.
In 1976 we mapped a nice
cave in Fentress County,
Tennessee called Wolf River.
Other cavers had just
discovered an extension of the
The Carbide Courier - Page 9

cave with bones of a creature
in the back of it and bare
footprints from prehistoric
humans. We mapped 8 miles
in this cave, much of it
previously unexplored, and
accompanied anthropologists
and paleontologists who came
into the cave to study the
prehistoric footprints and
collect animal bones.
We
helped collect charcoal from
the canes torches of these
prehistoric visitors and these
were carbon dated to 3750 to
4500 years before present.
You can see a paper that was
published about the footprints
at http://www.caves.org/pub/
journal/PDF/V67/v67n1Willey.pdf.
The scientists
renamed the cave Jaguar to
conceal the location. The cave
has since been gated to protect
the site and the endangered
bats in the cave.
Animal
remains that were collected by
paleontologists included two
complete jaguar skeleton
(extinct 10,000 years ago and
not previously found in
Tennessee); extinct animals
(dire wolf, passenger pigeon,
horse); and a complete
fossilized beaver skeleton.
There are also footprints and
scratch marks from one of the
jaguars.
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I was divorced in 1981. In
1982 I had another close call in
Fisher Ridge Cave, Kentucky,
when a flood blocked our exit
and we had to retreat back into
a higher part of the cave.
Unfortunately we got confused
and returned to the now much
deeper water before finding the
way back into the cave. We
were rescued by another group
who were already in the cave
who knew the way to another
entrance.
This experience
slowed me down a lot and I
gave away most of my caving
equipment and cave maps.
Sheryl meets caveman Lou
and finds that “Nobody does
it better.”
In 1979 I signed up for a Univ.
of Cincinnati course on Caves
and Karst. Professor “Doc”
Dougherty took me and my
daughter, Heather, (age 8)
caving in Kentucky. We met
Lou at the Kentucky
fieldhouse when I was taking a
second course from Doc
Dougherty on hydrology. Lou
knew more about the water
flow patterns in this cave
system than anyone because he
spent 15 years exploring &
mapping of Sloan’s Valley
when he was a teacher.
When Heather and I first met
Lou, Heather was immediately
impressed with him because of
his popularity with the cavers
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who all treated him as the
father of Sloan’s Valley Cave
system.
I was focused on
finishing a water study to see if
water from a holding pond
next to a landfill was trickling
underground to pollute the
cave water from which the
locals drew their well water. I
divorced Heather’s biological
dad when she was a baby.
Lou advised on the best
locations to place my dye traps
in the cave. Heather helped
me make the dye traps by
cutting up old nylon stockings,
filling them with 2 tablespoons
of charcoal and using a twist
tie or rubber band to keep the
traps closed. Doc and others
from the UC caving class spent
one day placing the dye traps
throughout various locations
where water ran in the cave.
We released green fluorescent
dye in to the holding pond
below the landfill.
As we
entered the second cave
entrance called railroad tunnel,
Heather slipped on a wet rock.
Everyone but me rushed to
pick up the large cardboard
tube she had been carrying to
see if the cushion wrapped
glass thermometer needed to
measure temperature of the
cave water had been damaged.
I used a wipe to clean her
elbow and put on a medicated
bandaid on her elbow to
prevent infection and asked if
she was all right. Brushing
The Carbide Courier - Page 10

away tears, she said she was ok
& wanted to continue our
project.
We camped in the fieldhouse
that night and when Heather
had to go to the bathroom we
exited a door from the cabin
that led to an outhouse. When
she first eyed the inside, she
said “I can’t use that.” She
relented after I told her that we
have to “use the outhouse or
hold it for three days.” As we
ate breakfast at a restaurant the
next morning, I was surprised
to hear Heather say “Take me
to a cave.” After ten days, we
returned to collect dye traps
and took them to a lab with a
mass spectrometer to detect if
and how much dye was found
in the documented locations.
Lou was most helpful and full
of knowledge of the cave
systems and Heather liked him,
but sometimes I felt like the
words in the Carly Simon song
—“his jokes were crude, his
manners way too rough.”
Heather came with me when I
took a scuba diving course at
UC that included two weeks in
the Florida Keys. As we were
matched up with roommates
for the trip, Lou’s ex-wife
became roommates with me
and Heather for the trip. We
met her near Atlanta where we
left my car and made the long
drive down in her station
wagon. That’s another story in
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itself, but to keep awake we talked about everything—our families—friends—and ex-husbands. The
more she complained about how Lou changed clothes as much as I did, insisted on bathing even while
on backpacking trips and really preferred air conditioning whereas she preferred roughing it, the more I
became intrigued.
At the next caving meeting, I noticed that Lou had ditched his huge glasses and started wearing contact
lenses. His eyes were the color of the deep ocean and he was so kind to children and funny. Then I
discovered how musically talented and smart he was and how much we enjoyed being with him. After
hearing him play the piano, guitar, and banjo for nearly three decades, sometimes we sing and dance
even in the woods, while doing housework and around campfires, with or without grandchildren. Life is
good and we are looking forward to seeing our friends again at Bayshore Windmill Village.

64th Annual Indiana Cave Capers
August 17-19
Camp Rivervale, Mitchell, Indiana
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/

The Carbide Courier - Page 11

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 4!

JULY-SEPTEMBER 2018

Ergor's Talking Points for Cave Guides
By Ergor Rubreck
The telephone call I received
from the Secretary of the
Department of Interior was
unexpected. He asked me if I
would be interested in
receiving one million dollars
from the National Park
Maintenance Fund for a little
writing job. Naturally, money
is far better than no money, so
I said yes, what's up?
The Secretary said, "We are
worried that National Park
cave guides are responding to
visitor questions with obsolete
answers. You, Ergor, as the
world's most wonderful and
talented cave explorer, should
be able to write some
authoritative talking points for
our guides to use. We want to
counter negativity and instill
right thinking in visitors to our
National Park caves."
I said I'd take the assignment.
But first, I wanted to submit
the draft of my talking points
to cavers. Members of the
NSS are knowledgeable about
caves because they hear
scientific reports at their
annual conventions. (By the
way, the 2020 NSS Convention

will be held at the Trump Hotel
in Washington, DC.) Here is
my first draft of politically
correct talking points. If you
like them, vote Yes by sending
me $10 to E.R., P.O. Box 69,
Rosebud, SD 57570-069. Vote
No by sticking your head
underwater for five minutes.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR
N AT I O N A L
PA R K
SERVICE CAVE GUIDES
Please answer visitor questions
along the following lines to
display unity with the U.S.
Department of Interior and
National Park Service
appointed officials:
Climate. Cave environments
are uniform 24/7 and yeararound. All caves we know
about have one or more
entrances open to outside air.
Therefore, this temperature
uniformity, for example 55
degrees (6 degrees Celsius for
international visitors) in
Kentucky caves, it copies the
mean regional temperature.
When uniform cave
temperature freely escapes it
keeps outside temperatures
uniform. So that is just one
The Carbide Courier - Page 12

more reason why so-called
climate change is a hoax.
Coal. Caves in National Parks
used to be coal mines worked
by prehistoric Native
Americans.
They were
extremely thorough, evidenced
by the fact that not even one
lump of coal can be found in
these caves today. Some
anthropologists have suggested
that the exhaustion of coal led
to the demise of these ancient
peoples, but more likely the
general availability of bison
chips caused them to move
away leaving no forwarding
address.
Raining outside. Cave
crickets and bats breathe
oxygen and give off carbon
dioxide. They also defecate,
giving off methane. These
gasses escape through
entrances and combine with
the oxygen outside to create
rain.
Cave dangers. We encourage
visitors to bring firearms along
on cave trips to defend
yourselves from other visitors
and unknown cave dangers. If
you have ever seen a
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Hollywood movie about a
caving adventure, you know
there are dangerous and
screaming people in every
cave party. Also, when you
hear scary music, be ready for
horrible supernatural danger
around the next corner -- or
right behind you!! If you are a
scientist working in one of our
caves, we recommend you
carry a long gun and a
machete.
Light pollution. We keep the
cave dark most of the time,
except to show it to folks like
you. The reason is this:
Astronomers and astrologists
need it to be dark to they can
observe heavenly bodies
without light pollution.
Unfortunately, the amount of
darkness seeping out the
entrance of our cave is
insufficient to overcome
daylight.
Cave conservation.
Some
misguided liberals think our
administration is against cave
conservation. As a matter of
fact, the third basement of the
Trump Tower is a very rare
cave formed in the Hudson
granite. Some say caves cannot
form in granite and that is why
this cave is so rare. The cave is
maintained in pristine
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condition, gated with thermal
doors to allow nothing in or
out.
Surplus caves.
To help
balance the federal budget the
administration is planning to
auction off about 20% of
federal caves as surplus. A
number of very fine petroleum
and gas companies are
interested in bidding on these
caves as a way to store
emergency fuel supplies to
protect against nuclear war. Of
course this will not be the
lucrative bonanza it seems as
the patriotic cave buyers will
have to invest heavily to block
all the entrances.
Stephen Bishop.
Stephen
Bishop was neither a slave nor
black, but was an itinerant
carpet bagger who sang rap
tunes on Echo River in
Mammoth Cave. He did not
cross the Bottomless Pit, as
there was no bottomless pit in
1840. It was named by the
Cave Research Foundation
when they first put the name
on the map of the cave in
1972.
Cave science. Contrary to
some scientists, we do not
know everything about how
caves are formed, how long
they are, or what organisms
The Carbide Courier - Page 13

live in them. Because we do
not know everything, it
logically follows that we don't
know anything about caves.
Caves are mysterious
unknowns whose secrets are
permanently locked in stygian
blackness -- forever. Deny that
if you can.
Boat rides.
Disney has
offered to privatize boat rides
in all national park caves. If
you have ever visited any of
their theme parks you know
they will do a beautiful job.
The fireworks may not be as
spectacular as those at their
parks, but they plan to employ
native rap singers and
unemployed musicians to take
advantage of the echoes. This
plan will also enhance local
employment figures.
Fracking. Caves will develop
along fracking cracks. Big
caves, too! And fracking acid
can form beautiful sulfate
crystals and flowers in those
caves. Fracking sand makes a
better bottom for cave streams
than nasty, icky mud.
I am sure there are many other
good talking points, but I will
be too busy spending my
$1,000,000 honorary fee to
worry about copy cats.
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