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Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com
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Cover Photo: NSS 75th Anniversary Logo from the NSS
Convention held in Ely, NV.
http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipVolume 23, Issue 7

August 2016 and-renewals.html

The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website. The newsletter is
published monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by
Friday preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions
to mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2016 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
August 5-7

Indiana Cave Capers at Lawrence County Recreational Park
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/

August 12-14 21st Wormfest at Great Saltepetre Preserve
(http://www.dugcaves.com/wormfest2016.html)
August 13

Regular membership meeting in the field at Wormfest. Will be held after the
Wormfeast.

September 9-11 Caver Appreciation Weekend at Great Saltpetre Preserve
September 11 RKC Fall Meeting, 10am, at Great Saltpetre Preserve
September 17 Regular membership meeting, 6pm, at the “Great Rice Preserve” (Dave and Sandy
Rice’s home).
September 24 White Collar Dinner at GSP. Volunteers needed. See page XX for more information.

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact Tom, to purchase one (cottrell.thomas@att.net).
We are officially the 184th different NSS affiliated grotto to have produced a patch

The Carbide Courier - Page 3

VOLUME 23, ISSUE 7!

AUGUST 2016

Ergor's Roswell Underground
By Ergor Rubreck
The Southwest United States
features many significant
caves.
But since the cavers
there are sworn to secrecy, few
are known widely. Carlsbad
Caverns is a National Park, so
everyone has heard of that, but
some other remarkable. caves
populate the park. I was on
my way to Carlsbad when I
came to the outskirts of
Roswell, New Mexico. Signs
at the edge of the city
advertised the Flying Saucer
Museum.
Other signs had
pictures of aliens with big eyes
and bulbous heads.
Roswell has a cult following.
Supposedly the Air Force
captured a crashed alien flying
saucer there, including one or
more occupants.
Obviously
such a catastrophic event could
disrupt all world commerce,
international peace, global
climate change, and the Rose
Parade, the U.S. Air Force,

Army, and Navy rushed in to
cover it up. They said it was
the wreckage of a high altitude
weather balloon, and scraped
together bits of torn silk,
twisted aluminum sticks, and
hydrogen to "prove it." In
downtown Roswell I parked at
the former movie theater, now
the Alien Space & Science
Museum (ASS) and bought a
ticket.
Sure enough, the silk and
aluminum sticks were there,
but not the hydrogen. Graphic
exhibits told the story of
medical autopsies undertaken
in the dead of night at a secret
location at Area 15 (or Wright
Patterson Air Force Base
hanger 15) where secret details
of the alien casualty were
unrevealed. There were stories
by individuals captured by
flying saucers -- fantastic
narratives that are believable

since the storytellers swore the
stories were true.
On the way out the ticket taker
s a i d , " A r e n ' t y o u E rg o r
Rubreck, world famous and
most wonderful cave
explorer?"
I modestly
admitted that it was me. "I'm
Win Story-- They call me
Windy. I'd be happy to show
you a crater where a flying
saucer landed and later blasted
off on its way to outer space.
It's not far."
Of course I could not refuse.
As a skeptic, I found it hard to
believe any of this ubbiegoobie stuff, but his offer to
look at some real evidence
convinced me to accept his
invitation. "I get off at 5:00, in
20 minutes.
I'll take you
there," said Windy.
(Continued on page 9)

Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Conservation Committee
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.
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Are You a Member of the NSS? You Should Be!
As you probably know, the Dayton Underground
Grotto is a chapter of the National Speleological
Society (NSS), more commonly known as a
“grotto.” DUG is grotto number 366 and was
chartered in 1992.
Full membership in the grotto (meaning you can
vote and hold a grotto elected office) is reserved
for those members who are NSS members.
If you’re not already a member of the NSS, you
should consider joining! The NSS is the largest
caving organization in the world. In addition to

Join the NSS!

Join thousands of others who share a love of caves and caving
and a desire to protect the underground wilderness for future
generations.
Go caving safely and responsibly, and learn techniques
for exploring even the most challenging cave systems.
Help protect caves from damage.
Meet other cavers, share information, and enjoy the
fellowship of those with similar interests.
Keep abreast of cave discoveries and advances in
equipment, techniques, and speleology.
Help keep caves accessible to cavers.
Support the Society's programs that help to
conserve, protect, and study caves, karst, and cave
environments, as well as the animals that live within
them.
NSS members understand that the future of caves and karst
depends on the strength that comes from many individuals
working together, and we want to be a part of it.

Be c om e an NSS m e mb er tod a y!

Receive the monthly NSS News, the annual Members
Manual, the Journal of Cave and Karst Studies, and
American Caving Accidents.
Attend NSS Conventions and regional caver events.
Join a grotto (local chapter) and NSS Sections, such
as Cave Diving, Vertical, Video, Cartography, Cave
Geology and Geography, Conservation, Biology, and
Communications and Electronics.
Receive discounts at the NSS Bookstore.

receiving a great magazine each month, you also
play a part in the NSS being able to carry out its
mission of protecting, conserving, studying, and
exploring caves, not just in the United States, but
also all over the world. The strength of the NSS
comes from its members--are you one of them?
Below is an excerpt from the NSS’ membership
brochure. If you aren’t a member, please take a
moment to visit the NSS web page
(www.caves.org) and consider joining us! I think
you’ll be glad you did!

C a ve Safely: The best way to begin caving is to join a
local NSS grotto. Undeveloped (“wild”) caves should be
entered only with experienced cavers, and with the proper
training and equipment.
C a ve Softly: Take only pictures, leave only footprints, kill
only time. Avoid caves in the winter where bats hibernate.
Be Aware: White-nose syndrome is killing our bats.
Visit: www.caves.org/wns
With more than 10,000 members and 200 grottos, the
National Speleological Society does more than any other
organization to study, explore, and conserve cave and karst
resources; protect access to caves; encourage responsible
management of caves and their unique environments; and
promote responsible caving.
grotto (chapter) near you, visit: www.caves.org
Download or order brochures on caving:
www.caves.org/brochure
Visit the NSS Bookstore for an extensive inventory of books
about caves, speleology, and caving:
www.nssbookstore.org

Join securely online: www.caves.org
The NSS is the largest organization in the world
National Sp ele ologic al So ciety
- Page 5
d e d i c a t e d t o pro t e c tin g , c o ns e rvin gThe
, e x pCarbide
lorin g , Courier
2813 C a v e A v e n u e
a n d stu d yin g c a v e s.
Hu ntsvill e , A l a b a m a 35810-4431

T e l e p h o n e : (256) 852-1300
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Skylight Preserve Information
On April 29, 2016, The Rockcastle Karst Conservancy Acquired Ownership of the Skylight Dome and
Hurricane Pit entrances to Pine Hill Cave.
Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make this purchase happen!
To also encourage one-time donations at the following amounts, we have established the following
"Thank You" gifts for donors:
$50 - Skylight or Hurricane Bumper Sticker
$100 - Buy a Piece of the Pit (Hurricane or Skylight) with a map showing the location
$200 - "Skylight Preserve" T-shirt
$500 - Personalized Mug (designed and donated by Pam Duncan Studios)
We hope you are as excited as we are to own and keep open these classic Rockcastle County domes and
pits.
To find out more information, please visit this website: http://www.rkci.org/skylight/default.htm
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RKC’s Skylight Preserve
Pam Duncan
Just in case you missed Karst-O-Rama this year,
let me bring you up to date on the Rockcastle
Karst Conservancy’s BIG Announcement which
was made just after the banquet.
Cave trips went out starting Friday evening to
some of the classic caves of Rockcastle County.
Those trips included several to the Pine Hill
System, one of the events favorite trips. Pine
Hill Cave features multiple entrances, among
which are Skylight Dome and Hurricane Pit. For
many of us, whether doing the through trip or
rappelling the pit makes for a special trip. For
several years the pit entrances were closely
controlled, only open with very special
arrangements with the owners.
During the spring of 2016 Bob Dobbs, the RKC
Land Acquisitions chair, was in contact with the
owners of Skylight Dome. Negotiations ensued
with the intent to purchase the land containing
those entrances. On April 29th the papers were
signed and Rockcastle Karst Conservancy
became the owner of the Skylight Preserve.

RKC, whose mission of supporting access to
caves and protecting Kentucky’s karst
environments, now has another significant cave
property joining the Great Saltpetre Cave
Preserve, Misty Cave Preserve, and the Cornhole
Entrance to Goochland Cave.
With ownership of this property come
responsibilities.
First and foremost is the
responsible use of the Preserve. Second, we
must pay for the property. A loan was secured
though several generous RKC members. This
loan is scheduled to be repaid in 5 years,
hopefully much sooner. We encourage you to
become one of the “owners” of this preserve by
making a donation at www.rkci.org/skylight/
Please consider becoming a sustaining
contributor by signing up as monthly donor with
a credit card for the duration of the loan. Be sure
to check out some of the donor rewards too!
For more information about RKC, Skylight
Preserve, or the other Preserves please check out
our website at www.rkci.org .

White Collar Dinner at GSP
The Rockcastle Karst Conservancy will be hosting a White Collar Dinner at the Great Saltpetre Preserve
September 24th. This will be a fundraiser for RKC and GSP. While this event is not necessarily aimed
towards cavers, it will require caver support to pull it off. Volunteers will be needed to make sure the
preserve looks good, help setting up tables and chairs, setting up the projector and screen, and escorting
guests in to the cave.
Contact Bob Dobbs at cavepig124@fuse.net if you’re interested in volunteering. There will be more
information to follow.
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Indiana DNR Spring Mill State Park
Interim Cave Access Program
WNS in Endless Cave, 2011
Beginning in 2014, four caves managed by
Spring Mill State Park will again be available for
group cave tours on an interim basis.
This webpage describes the details of this Interim
Cave Access Program within Spring Mill State
Park / Cave River Valley. The program is based
on the former cave access policies at Spring Mill
SP, but also includes required precautionary
changes to prevent the potential spread of Whitenose Syndrome (WNS) to uninfected regions.
The program will be limited to four caves
managed by Spring Mill SP:
Donaldson/
Bronson, Upper Twin, Endless, and River caves.
The key to post-WNS access to these DNRmanaged
caves
is
using
effective
decontamination procedures. The "decon"
procedures are reasonable and relatively easy to
follow, but do require additional effort. The
Indiana Karst Conservancy (IKC) has
volunteered to administer the program in
partnership with park staff, although ultimately
its success will depend on each cave visitor
following the rules.
While the access program is geared primarily
towards organized cavers (those belonging to the
National Speleological Society and local NSS
chapters), other groups will be accommodated as
appropriate. Allowing other groups for
occasional recreational caving will expand their
appreciation of cave resources. It will also
provide an opportunity to teach the importance of
proper WNS decontamination procedures.
The process for obtaining a cave access permit is
as follows:
1.

Groups wishing to arrange trips to the
aforementioned caves will initiate a
request through the IKC’s designated

2.

3.

4.

5.

Access Coordinator [Dave Everton,
DEverton@indiana.edu, 812.272.2300].
The Coordinator will screen the group’s
experience and qualifications, explain the
specific rules for each cave, and
emphasize the importance and necessity
of following the decontamination
protocols.
If the trip is approved, each member of
the group must complete the on-line
WNS Training Module, fill out the
combined
WNS
Training
Acknowledgement / DNR Caving Permit
form, and return all forms (preferably
electronically) to the Coordinator. All
documents for the group must be
received at least 4 days prior to the trip.
The Coordinator will then consolidate the
forms along with the trip’s approval
notice and forward the packet to Spring
Mill staff.
The Coordinator will also issue a vehicle
placard to the group to be displayed on
the dash of each vehicle so park security
will know that the cave trip is authorized.
Park staff or the IKC Access Coordinator
may check in with the group during their
visit to ensure that supplies are on board
for decontamination procedures.

Cave-Specific
Rules:
•
•
•
•

Visitation

Information

and

Donaldson/Bronson Cave (accessible
year-around)
Upper Twin Cave (DNR portion
accessible November 1 through May 15
only)
Endless Cave (accessible May 1 through
August 31 only)
River Cave (accessible May 1 through
August 31 only)
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I followed his Jeep, with
license plate W1N-DY, west
out of town on a dusty road.
We turned left and came to a
BLM gate that was false
locked. That dusty road
climbed to a rocky outcrop
where a circular cavity three
feet deep and 40 feet in
diameter lay. I examined the
depression with a magnifying
glass and a Geiger counter.
Faint striations indicated that
whatever it was took landed or
took off straight down and up.
The Geiger counter erupted in
a torrent of clicks, like a
raccoon eating celery.
I felt cool air issuing from a
tiny hole in the bottom of the
depression. "Win, this is NOT
a saucer crater -- it's a
sinkhole!" I pulled loose rocks
away from the hole and felt a
breeze that lifted Windy's ten
gallon hat from his head. "Let's
check it out!"
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I felt cool air issuing from a
tiny hole in the bottom of the
depression. "Win, this is NOT
a saucer crater -- it's a
sinkhole!" I pulled loose rocks
away from the hole and felt a
breeze that lifted Windy's ten
gallon hat from his head. "Let's
check it out!"
There in the center of the room
was a disk-shaped object
illuminated by a shaft of light
from our entry hole. It was
about 30 feet in diameter, 10
feet thick. It glowed a faint
sickly green. Hello," I said to
the two figures standing next
to it, "I am Ergor Rubreck, the
most famous cave explorer,
and this is Windy, my friend
who guided me here."
"Where we come from, we
never heard of you. But we
know Windy -- he's one of us."
I recoiled in astonishment.
Were these aliens from outer
space? And was Windy really

one of them...in disguise? I
could scarcely believe what I
was seeing and hearing. Maybe
I was in the middle of a reality
show, a Hollywood production,
or a Native American pageant.
"Windy, what gives? Is this
guy on the level?
Can I
believe anything he says?"
Windy explained that, yes, he
had lured me out here west of
Roswell, to make the first real
contact with bona fide visitors
from the far side of planet
Thor in the Hokum Galaxy.
Did I want a tour of their ship?
Of course, how could I refuse
this first contact chance to tell
of a world beyond Earth? I was
conducted up a gangplank into
the interior. It was furnished
like an IKEA store. There was
a T-shaped handle jutting from
a counter. It was inscribed
OpDnRnd. They said you
(Continued on page 10)

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Go to
the “Members-Only” section and click on the “Update Your Information” button.
Don’t have the Members-Only password? No problem, just go to
www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Request the Members-Only Password”
The Carbide Courier - Page 9
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it up to rise and push it down
to sink. Rotate the handle to
turn in either direction. All the
rest was automatic.
Astounding! I was the first
ever to see this marvel of alien
technology.
"What is the
purpose of your visit?" I said.
"We came to warn you..." Just
then a violent tremor shook the
ship and the entire cavern
surrounding it. Rocks tumbled
in from the hole we had
opened.
I smelled sulfur,
smoke... "Quick, you must
leave at once!" Windy pointed

AUGUST 2016
toward the gangplank and I
raced to the rope. Luckily I
had my ascenders rigged to my
harness, so I clamped on and
set the world's speed record for
vertical single rope climbing. I
rolled over at the top of the
hole, got up and ran to the
edge just as a mighty roar from
down the hole erupted like a
volcano and the craft shot
upward in a cloud of dust,
rocks, and white smoke. It
disappeared to the east. What
was it they were warning Earth
about? Would I ever know?
And Windy was with them, so

we may never learn of their
mission, their planet, or their
civilization.
I have never before told this
story -- Southwestern cavers
don't reveal secret cave
locations or any details of their
secret explorations. Statue of
Limitations aside, maybe the
alien cavers have been gone
long enough that I can reveal
just this:
It occurred
somewhere west of Roswell,
NM.

The 2016 Wormfest is coming up August
12-14. Pre-registration has ended, but you
can still register on site at the Great Saltpetre
Preserve. Please have your checkbook or cash
as we are unable to process credit cards at the
event. You can find more information here:
http://www.dugcaves.com/wormfest2016.html.
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MINUTES OF THE DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
JULY 10TH, 2016
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Cassidy at 6:20pm. In attendance:
Tama Cassidy - Chairman
James Clements - Vice Chairman
Mike Hood - Secretary
Fred Ball - Board Member
Don Conover - Board Member
Absent - Rebekah Sweet, Treasurer
Guests: John Cassidy, Sherry Clements, Tom Cottrell, Sandy Rice
1. Hood moved to dissolve the Survey Section and move the survey equipment to the Equipment
Committee. Ball seconded. Discussion: Pam Carpenter expressed a desire to step down as chair of this
section. It was decided the section would be dissolved, but could be reinstated if someone wanted to
chair the section. Motion passed.
2. Hood moved to merge the Safety and Rescue Committees into one committee named the Safety and
Rescue Committee. Conover seconded. Discussion: There has been a Safety Committee chair in over a
year and since the two committees overlap in duties, they should be merged. Motion passed.
3. Hood moved the grotto hold a matching fundraiser for the Rockcastle Karst Conservancy’s Skylight
Preserve. Ball seconded. Discussion: The grotto would match all donations up to $250. The fundraiser
will be held at Wormfest. Motion passed.
4. Hood moved the grotto donate $250 to the National Speleological Society Headquarter Fund.
Conover seconded. Motion passed.
5. Hood discussed the Wagner Suburu Outdoor Experience that is going to be held October 1-2 at
Eastwood MetroPark. This is a large event that is attended by over a thousand people. After discussion,
it was decided the grotto will have a booth there to promote the grotto. There is a $50 registration fee
that was approved by the Executive Committee by unanimous consent.
6. Vice Chairman Clements discussed the upcoming Wormfest. He brought registration forms for
anyone who needed one at the meeting. Secretary Hood (Wormfest Registration) reported there were 14
pre-registered at the time of the meeting. The Wormfeast meal was discussed and it was reminded that
everyone coming should bring a dessert to share. The Wormfest shirts will be tank tops this year. A
guidebook will be produced and may need some grotto funds to cover the cost of a color cover. There
will also be “Kaver Karoake” Saturday night at the pavilion.
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7. The grotto’s organizational membership in the Kentucky Speleological Survey was discussed. John
Cassidy is the KSS treasurer and said we should hold off on our decision to remain a member until the
KSS’ revision of their bylaws is complete.
8. Chairman Cassidy discussed cave rescue training. It has been suggested the grotto keep a list of
NCRC-trained members. It was discussed that we hold a mock rescue and that is doesn’t necessarily
have to be run by the NCRC. No decision was made on this at this meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:18pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Hood
Secretary
MINUTES OF THE DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
JULY 10, 2016
Since everyone who was at the meeting was also in attendance at the Executive Committee meeting, and
that no other members were in attendance, the regular membership meeting was cancelled.
The next regular membership meeting will be August 13th at Wormfest.

Convention Notes:
At the 2016 NSS Convention, Mike Hood was appointed as the NSS’ Chief of the Education Division,
under the Administrative Vice President’s department. He will oversee the Environmental Education
Committee, Safety & Techniques Committee, National Cave Rescue Commission, Education Grants and
Scholarships Committee, Youth Groups Liaison Committee, and Project Underground Representatives.
Our grotto patch, designed by Tom Cottrell, received the “Caver’s Choice Award” at the Symbolic
Emblems Salon, and Mike Hood received a President’s Certificate of Appreciation for serving as a
Director on the NSS Board of Governors.
The NSS Board of Governors also awarded a $5000 grant to the Rockcastle Karst Conservancy for the
purchase of the Skylight Preserve.
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