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The Carbide Courier - Page 1

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 7!

AUGUST 2014

Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Inside this Issue:
Calendar of Events
Ergor’s Colorful Cave Writing
Some Thoughts on the DUG Christmas Party
Grotto Meeting, Picnic, and Auction
News of Note

3 Annual membership is $15 per
i n d i v i d u a l , o r $ 2 0 p e r f a m i l y.
4 Memberships renewable on January
1st.
Dues can be mailed to the
membership
committee chairman:
5
6 Mike Hood
4668 Airway Rd.
6 Riverside, OH 45431-1368

2014 NSS Convention Photos

7 Please make check payable to:
Dayton Underground Grotto
Cover Photo: Entrance to Blue Balloon Cave, one of the
many caves located in the William J. Stephenson Nature
You can also pay with PayPal.
Preserve at the new NSS headquarters property. Photo by
Mike Hood

http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipand-renewals.html
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August 2014

The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website, or from
DUGCarbideCourier.weebly.com. The newsletter is published
monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by Friday
preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions to
mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2014 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
August 8-10

61st Indiana Cave Capers, Crawford County Fairgrounds, Indiana (hosted by the Central
Indiana Grotto) http://cig.caves.org/pages/capers.html

September 6 Annual grotto picnic and auction at the “Great Rice Preserve.” Bring a dish to share,
BYOB, and an auction item. More information to come.
October 25

Fall NSS Board of Governors meeting in Indianapolis, IN.

March 7

Spring NSS Board of Governors meeting in San Antonio, TX.

July 13-17

2015 NSS Convention http://nss2015.caves.org/

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact our treasurer, Pam Carpenter, to purchase one (pcarpenter@woh.rr.com). Or, send a
check to:
Pam Carpenter
3715 Woodman Drive
Kettering, OH 45429
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Ergor's Colorful Cave Writing
By Ergor Rubreck
The other day I read a caving
account that was so boring and
so drawn-out that reading it
was like watching paint dry. I
knew a caver many years ago
who was so boring his dog left
him. Don't you just hate dull
cave stories? Every caving
adventure I have experienced
was exciting, earth-shaking,
stupendous, erotic, exotic, or
surprising. I have advice for
those who aspire to write more
vividly. First: Read stories in
Outside magazine. Those
writers use every action word
and breathless suspenseful
literary construction known to
man or beast. Some writing is
so excruciatingly alive that the
reader is forced to visit the
bathroom before continuing.
Since I believe truthfulness is
golden and facts are silver, I
try to respect my own
standards of sober reality and
impeccable reason in
everything I write. "True if
interesting," I always say.
Leave leaden prose to
spelunkers.
Less than
One of the best phrases to pep
up your cave writing is less

than... For example, if you
have measured a cave to be
245 feet long, describe it thus:
"Baddass Cave is less than a
mile in length!"
(Note the
added emphasis of the
exclamation point.) Drops are
best described as, "less than
2,547 feet." If you can add a
decimal at the end it sounds
even better.
Stygian
If you can insert the word
stygian here and there it will
let the read know you have
read a great deal of cave
literature. And you know the
word stygian means darker
than a black cat on a moonless
night in Level No. 5 in
Mammoth Cave. That is really
black! Consider this example:
"I tossed a rock into the pit."
vs. "I wrenched a rock from its
mud matrix with a great
sucking noise, and heaved it
into the stygian blackness of
Suicide Pit!!" Doesn't the word
stygian in there just make you
want to count the seconds until
a faint "splat"?
Ominous
If you are going to describe
rocks in a cave, always prefix
The Carbide Courier - Page 4

ominous to those rocks. There
may be friendly rocks in a
cave, but who cares? "Bonetired, the cavers dragged their
muddy frames into a room
with ominous rocks looming
overhead."
Rhetorical questions?
Enliven your cave writing by
adding frequent rhetorical
questions.
"The cavers
stepped across the canyon." is
a pedestrian description.
Consider this improvement:
"At the edge of a wet-slick
canyon, the cavers asked, will I
slip and plunge into the void?
How far is it to the bottom,
hidden in stygian darkness?
Will sharp rocks impale my
body? Will my blood rain
down?"
Abyss
No, this is not the chief
operating officer of a nunnery.
If you refer to drops -- no
matter how small -- as an
abyss, readers will be
reminded that they are in a
cave rather than on some
prairie in Kansas. Remember,
most abysses yawn. "Naked
fear jumped in my gut as I
peered down the yawning
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abyss." Now, isn't that better
than, "I looked down the deep
pit."?

"Meanwhile, back at the
camp the cooks were arguing
about whose turn it was..."

Meanwhile

Endurance barrier

If you want readers to stay up
all night reading your stories,
place the main characters at the
point of greatest peril, and start
the next paragraph with
Meanwhile... A Mexican cave
trip serves as an example of
the effectiveness of the term:

Joe Lawrence, Jr. and Roger
W. Brucker wrote a book about
an expedition. They did not
describe the end of cave.
Rather, the explorers came to
the "endurance barrier."
In
other words, they pooped out
but the cave did not poop out.
So any time you decide to
leave a cave, mention you are
returning after encountering
the endurance barrier.
Maintain self respect and your
richly deserved reputation.

"Jim crawled to the bottom
of the 135-foot sheer entrance
drop. The team below had
been starved two days without
food, and Jim was determined
to bring succor. Just then he
heard a voice at the top, 'Hey,
Manuel, I have found these
new rope. Hand me the
machete!" The last figure eight
on the end of the rope rose
above Jim's highest reach.

Less than a thousand miles
up the Amazon River, I,
Ergor Rubreck, famous cave
explorer, entered the stygian
blackness of Shrunken
Cabeza Cave. Stalactites

with razor sharp points
dangled ominously over my
t e n d e r b o d y. Wo u l d I
dislodge one and pierce my
spine, leaving me a hopeless
paraplegic? I willed myself to
shrink small as I crept
through oozing bat guano
ammonia to the fragile edge
of a yawning abyss. I could
shine my $2,112, millioncandlepower spot light down
from a jutting ledge. So I
slithered outward and aimed
the beam downward.
Suddenly, behind me, I heard
a loud CRACK!
Meanwhile, at Camp
Number Nine, Scuba diver
Spike Bubbles gasped, "I've
re a c h e d t h e re b re a t h e r
endurance barrier at sump
23. Afraid I can't set a world
record this trip."

Some Thoughts on the DUG Christmas Party
By Mike Hood
In last month’s newsletters, I discussed my
thoughts on Wormfest and possible ways to get it
started back up. This month, I would like to
discuss the Christmas party.
For many years, this was an annual event,
typically held in December. However, the past
two were held in January, and no one seemed to
mind that (me, included).
This Christmas party used to be one of our
premier events that members looked forward to

each year. Even the Friday evening set up was a
party in its own right!
When facilities were available, we would even
party all night and cleanup the next morning.
There was alway great food and drinks on hand,
the always amusing “Certificates of Merit” that
members could award to folks for $1 per award,
and the evening would cap off with the annual
“Richard Stone Award.” Often, we also would
have other contests and themes.
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So, what happened?
Just like Wormfest, I don’t think there is one exact cause for the demise of our Christmas party.
Dwindling participation, difficulty in finding a suitable location, and burnout of members who
organized the party each year, could be some of the reasons.
I think that if we’re to get our grotto healthy and active again, we need to get Wormfest and the
Christmas party going again. I’m willing to do my share to put these together. How about you?

Grotto Meeting, Picnic, and Auction!
There will be a "short" meeting at the annual "Great Rice Preserve." Saturday, September 6,
2014, 5pm til whenever!
Auction, picnic, bonfire and party!
Bring: A chair, adult beverage, side dish to share for dinner, check book or cash, and items to
donate to the auction--cave related or not! (if it doesn't sell, you take it home)!
Questions? E-mail cubelo@woh.rr.com
Hope to see you then.
Sandy & Dave Rice

News of Note
NSS members--did you see Ron Fulcher’s excellent article about the Acme Mine caves in the August
edition of the NSS News? Be sure to read it!
Mike Hood, a director on the NSS Board of Governors, was elected Chairman of the Directorate at the
NSS summer Board of Governors meeting, held at the 2014 NSS Convention.
There were NO weather catastrophes at this year’s NSS Convention.
downpours, but no floods, winds, etc.!

Yes, there were drenching

Members who volunteered to work construction at the new NSS Headquarters and Conference Center
can get a complimentary t-shirt. If you worked at anytime, contact Maureen Handler to get your shirt.
Nomination of grotto officers for 2015 will be held at the September 6 meeting. Also, those who pay
dues for 2015 at this meeting will receive a membership card (the first in many, many years!).
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2014 NSS Convention Photos
By Mike Hood
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DEDICATED TO THE EXPLORATION,
STUDY, AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES

Proposed façade

The NSS has purchased a new headquarters!
Property Highlights:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

94+ acres of mostly forested land with two known caves
A 31,000 sq. ft. building -- plenty of space for a larger office, library, bookstore, and secure storage.
The design will accommodate an easy remodel to upgrade and suit our needs.
Five conference rooms for hosting cave & karst related seminars such as NCRC or NCKMS.
A banquet hall that will accommodate 800 seated diners.
A caver-ready campground complete with power, water, bathrooms, and picnic pavilions.
Outstanding opportunities to increase the NSS’s value to caves, cavers, and speleologists!

We need your help!
We are relying on your support to cover the cost of purchasing and remodeling the property.

There are several ways you can be a part of this vital project:
9 Sustaining Donor - This program provides the NSS with a steady, reliable source of monthly income
specifically for the new headquarters. Sign up for as little as $5 a month to make regular contributions
automatically through your credit card, debit card or automatic bank draft.
9 Team 404 – 404 NSS members donating $25 a month will cover our mortgage payments. Sign up for
$25 a month –or- any combination of $300 a year or more and automatically become one of our core
fundraisers - Team 404! You will receive a nice polo shirt showing your commitment to our Society.
9 Buy-A-Brick – For each $100 donation, we will laser engrave your message in a brick for all to see.
The bricks will be used for a patio area, walkways, or other ornamental features.
9 Buy-A-Block – For each $50 donation, we will designate one block in the outer wall as “your block.”
The block map will be on display in the new NSS Headquarters and kept as a permanent record.
Visit the HQComm web pages
for the latest progress and photos:
http://caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml

Questions?
Contact fundraising@caves.org
or president@caves.org
for additional information.
94+ acres with large buildings, parking lot & campground

Part of our new
Library space

Photos © 2012, Glenn Baeske / The Huntsville Times

Campground & Picnic Pavilions
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YES! I’d like make a donation to support our new
NSS Headquarters & Conference Center.
Name : ____________________________________________________
Email : ______________________________________________

NSS # : _________________

Phone :________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Please indicate your level of support:
Team 404 membership: Please charge my credit card $_________ per (Month/Year) until I contact you
in writing or the mortgage is paid. (Minimum $25 per month or $300 per year.)
Team 404 Shirt size:

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

M

F

Sustaining Donor: Charge $_______ per month ($5 min.) until I contact you or the mortgage is paid.
Buy-A-Brick: Number of bricks @ $100 each: ______ Total $:__________
When purchasing bricks write your message below (max 3 lines, 20 characters per line). Text will be centered.
Line 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Buy-A-Block: Number of blocks @ $50 each: ______ Total $:__________
One time donation $__________
Payment: We suggest you use your NSS Visa card!
Enclosed is my check payable to: The National Speleological Society
Please charge my credit card:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Automatic bank withdrawal – Contact the office to give your details: (256) 852-1300, nss@caves.org
Billing address if different from above: ____________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Credit card number: ____________________________________________ Expires: _____/_________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________
Your signature: ___________________________________________________

3-Digit CCV _______
Date _____/______

Mail to: NSS Headquarters, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810-4431
Or scan and e-mail to: nss@caves.org
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC) • GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG)
• DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&

There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these organized
events and club activities but we think it is important for you to know in
advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS

I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks: 1)
Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with crossing,
climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of equipment;
4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and ability to follow
or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling, walking, or stooping; 5)
fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which may cause injury in and
of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase the risk of accident; 6) my
own inadequate equipment and lack of training; 7) the risk of head injury by
falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling, tripping, my own failure to wear a
helmet, and banging my head on rock protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level
ground and walking surfaces such as breakdown, mud, cave formations,
water, gravel, and rocks which may cause falls, twisted ankles, and other
bodily injury; 9) the complicated labyrinth of passages in a cave which may
cause me and other members of my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all
caves are underground they may flood and have high water levels which can
cause drowning, hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion
from or entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or
falls of other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the
very definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence of
good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals, dogs,
vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and egress
to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated with
swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19) wild
animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or the
cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises that these events are held at.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not complete
and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, or

death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving club, events
and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for which I am
responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the minor is)
physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized caving
clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or studying the
cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child may bring along.
I/we/he participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I assume full
responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including death) and
any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of
my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents or injury
caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these activities and
organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour guides, fellow
explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such negligence is
comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks associated with
organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave exploration and with
utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a cave and understand the
technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that climbing in a cave, cave
exploration, and particularly cave diving are inherently dangerous sports. I/we
acknowledge that wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets
and equipment are basic safety precautions and that wearing a UIAA
approved helmet may help prevent head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand
and accept that it is not the responsibility of RKC, GCG, DUG, or BGG,
volunteers, trip leaders or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this
equipment and wear(s) it before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our
sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bits or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to, participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it, I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, DUG, and
BGG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose land I may
cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, co-owners,
spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every land owner,
municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property such activity is
conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for personal injury, property
damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible from any cause
whatsoever. This document is the property of the Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy. (Last updated 8/17/08)

ADULT CAVER/SPELUNKER: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________
DATE SIGNED:________________________________________________ WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR
PARENT/LEGAL CUSTODIAL GUARDIAN____________________________________________________________________________________
Of The Minor - If Not Accompanying Minor
Printed Name
and
Signature
PRINTED NAME(S) of minors covered by the above agreement:

Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
WITNESS:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature
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