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(Last Chance to Cave 2014,
Continued from page 4)
of breakdown to the floor of the
passage. It then took a hard turn
into a smaller hole along the
wall. After looking over the cave
as much as we could we exited to
explore where the water was
surfacing outside the cave. The
water does not flow out of the
main entrance. A little stream of
water was seen close to the
entrance but not big enough to
account for all the water we saw
in the cave. Then we saw a small
stream running alongside the
hollow. It being almost winter all
the leaves had fallen and we saw
things that we had never seen on
previous trips. We saw that there
was a clearing by the stream that
would be much easier for
walking. When we reached the
bottom it was evident that it was
a planted grove of trees. I love
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trees, so I was distracted away
from the stream momentarily.
They may have been American
Chestnut but I’m not sure. I
noticed that someone had made
channels in the valley soil for
irrigation. I looked like it had
been forgotten. Back to the
stream we followed it upstream
to its’ source; a spring. That was
the extent of our Friday
afternoon caving. A nice warm
up for Saturday.

We stopped to talk with the nice
caretakers. There were two
friendly and playful dogs, one of
them tried to steal one of my
gloves from the bumper of the
Rav. We were pleased to find out
that the Hail family has had the
cave property and surrounding
forest designated a conservation
easement by the USDA. What it
means essentially is that the land
will never be developed. It is still
private land.

Well, not exactly. It rained again
during the night and it felt cooler
than yesterday. We decided to
pack up our stuff and cave on the
way home and be home Saturday
night. We went to an old favorite,
Hail Cave. We like to go there so
we can say we’ve been to Hail
and back. Anyway, we had been
there for cleanup trips and were
interested to see how the cave
was doing.

I was interested in seeing how
much water would be flowing
through the cave. I love the
beautiful karst windows in this
cave along the creek that goes
through it. It was a little too cold
to go that way. We squeezed
through the gate and started off
toward the cave over the field.
The dogs followed us. We tried to
discourage them but they kept
following. We walked over the
entrance then down the steep hill
toward the entrance. The water
below was swift moving and wall
to wall. I really wished the dogs
would turn back. I did not want
this to turn into a dog rescue in
the frigid water.
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We walked along the ledge to the
second entrance. I was hoping
that when I turned around I would
see the dogs retreating. Instead
they were standing about half way
where the ledge narrows and it
gets darker. By the time we took
our coats off the dogs lost interest
and retreated safely out of the
cave.
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Wow, I had never seen so
much water in this cave.
We went through a lot of
the cave. It is in pretty
good shape. Very little in
the way of trash. What we
did see we tried to take it
out with us. This cave is
not the most decorated cave
but it has its’ own beauty. I
wanted to get some cave
exercise and Hail fit the
bill.
Squeezing through the gate
on my side on the ground I
am attacked by the dogs
who want to give me
kisses. Arrrrgh……. We let
Robert know we were back
and got a phone number
from him. We said our
farewells and were on the
road again.
On the way to I-75 we
went by Wells Cave then
from there we stopped at
Short Creek. This little
piece of paradise is right
along the road. It is
privately owned but open
to the public. It’s a great
swimming hole in the
summer. I love floating
through on a tube. If you
haven’t been there, let me
explain. The creek comes
out of the cave curves
around and goes into
another opening. You can
also walk over the
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upstream entrance and
access the other side
through a third entrance.
Today we expected it to be
flowing heavily. We were
not disappointed. The cave
upstream was nearly closed
by the water. The brown
water roiled over the rocks
spilling into the other
entrance. I took some
pictures and reminisced
about exploring the
upstream passage on a
much calmer creek. Well,
this was it, the last cave I’ll
see this year. We continue
on our way north.
We were in Mt Vernon by
dinner time. After making
ourselves presentable at the
Shell station we headed up
the hill to The Rockcastle
Steak House. I was glad to
see they had a fire going to
warm my chilled bones. We
were hungry and the food
was really good. I assumed
Harry’s meal was good by
the pile of clean rib bones
on his plate. Thank you
Harry for making it
possible for me to get one
more trip accomplished in
2014. It was only my third
trip in 2014. I’m slowing
down on my caving but
don’t count me out just yet.
It’s a new year now and
hopefully it will have more
caving weekends in store.

Coming in Next
Month’s Issue:
Photos from the
Christmas Party!
(If you weren’t there,
you missed a good
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DUG MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW DUE!!
Annual dues expired on December 31st. Annual dues are:
- $15 - Regular Membership
- $20 - Family Membership (family members must reside in same household as primary member)
- $7.50 - Student Membership (must be full-time student)
When renewing, please include the following information so your membership data is up to date:
- Full Name
- Address, City, State, Zip Code
- NSS Number (if applicable)
- Telephone Number(s)
- E-Mail Address
- Primary Grotto Affiliation
- If this is a family membership, please include family member names.
Send annual renewal dues, and the above information, to the following address. You will be sent
a membership card and the password to the Members-Only page:
Mike Hood
4668 Airway Rd.
Dayton, OH 45431-1368
Members who do not renew within 60 days of expiration will be dropped from the roles.
Also note the password for the Members-Only page on our web page was changed on January 1st.
Only members who have paid dues for 2015 will receive the new password.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
THE GROTTO HAS MANY POSITIONS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS! THE
VICE CHAIRMAN POSITION IS OPEN, AS ARE MANY OF OUR COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN POSITIONS!
GO TO PAGE 1 OF THIS NEWSLETTER AND LOOK AT WHAT IS OPEN.
STEP UP AND HELP OUT YOUR GROTTO! VOLUNTEER!
CONTACT CHAIRMAN PAM TO VOLUNTEER
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2015 WORMFEST
Planning for the 2015 Wormfest is underway. The dates,
and location, are tentative and will be announced once
they are confirmed. The Wormfest Committee is in need
of volunteers to head up specific jobs. The committee
(and vacancies) are:
Chairman - Mike Hood
Registration - Open
Cave Trip Coordinator - Open
Wormfeast - Pam Carpenter
Activities and Contests - Open
Raffle - Open
Guidebook - Open
T-Shirts - Open
Web Page - Mike Hood
It’s been several years since we’ve held Wormfest and
it’s time to get this tradition started back up. This year’s
will be basic, just so we can get it back on its feet. Plus,
we don’t have as many members as in past years to take
on the many jobs necessary to make it successful.
T-shirts and a guidebook will depend on interest and if
anyone would like to volunteer to take on these tasks.
Contact Mike Hood if you would like to help out with
one of the open jobs. Let’s all pull together to get the
Wormfest going again!

There are several DUG members who have missing information on the grotto membership
database (address, NSS number, e-mail, phone number(s), etc.). Please take a moment to look at
the membership roster found on the Members-Only section of the grotto web page. Please contact
me if you have any missing, or outdated, information. I can be reached at mkhood@woh.rr.com,
or at 937-252-2978. Thanks!
Mike Hood
Membership Chairman
The Carbide Courier - Page 12
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