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The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website, or from
DUGCarbideCourier.weebly.com. The newsletter is published
during the months of January-March, April-June, JulySeptember, and October-December. Submissions must be sent
to the editor by Friday preceding the last week of the month
(March, June, September, and December). Send submissions to
mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2014 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
March 15

NSS Spring Board of Governors meeting in Richmond, Virginia (contact Mike Hood if
you want more information)

March 16

Rockcastle Karst Conservancy meeting, 2pm, main branch of the Boone County Library,
Burlington, Kentucky.

April 13

DUG regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Roger and Lynn Brucker’s house

May 17-18

Great Saltpetre Cave Open House

May 23-26

Speleofest at Lone Star Cave Preserve, Kentucky (hosted by the Louisville Grotto)

June 20-22

Karst-O-Rama at the Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Kentucky

July 13

DUG regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Roger and Lynn Brucker’s house

July 14-18

NSS Convention at the new NSS facility, Huntsville, Alabama

From the Editor:
DUGsters--it’s been just over a year since the last Carbide Courier was published. I’m attempting to
get it back on the quarterly schedule, but I need your help! I know there are members out there doing
things. All I ask is that you take a moment (or two) and write something up and send it to me!
I had two stories from Ergor Rubreck on file, and one of them is published in this edition. Thanks
Ergor! I also received an article from Lou Simpson that was previously published in the Electric Caver.
Thanks Lou!
I’ve also reprinted two articles about two incidents that have impacted caves and property. One is the
fuel spill at Sloans Valley Cave, and the other is the sinkhole at the Corvette Museum.
There are also tidbits of information you might find interesting. There are also applications to donate to
the NSS Headquarters and Conference Center, register for Karst-O-Rama, and the Great Saltpetre Cave
Preserve waiver.
That’s it until the next edition!
Mike Hood
Editor
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Ergor Rubreck’s Magnificent Carbide Lamp Collection
By Ergor Rubreck
Many years ago I attended a
National Speleological Society
convention and saw a large
collection of carbide cave
lamps. There were most of the
familiar brands: Autolite,
Justrite, and Guy’s Dropper.
There were exotic European
ceiling burner lamps with
names that read like an eye
chart. I saw a carbide lamp
about six feet tall for outdoor
night construction. The
smallest was about the size of
a thimble and may have been
an earring. Common to all of
these lamps was calcium
carbide fuel. When water is
dripped on lumps of carbide it
fizzes and gives off acetylene
gas. Ignited, the burning gas
produces a warm white flame.
My own carbide lamp
collection contains some of the
rarest carbide lamps on earth,
worth untold millions of
dollars. Most are one of a
kind. The rarest belonged to a
Pharaoh of Egypt, Tootwhistle
II. Famed as the inventor of the
upside down pyramid, his was
the first of several
unsuccessful pyramids.
He
reigned until his death in 1333
B.C. from falling blocks of
stone. When I was in Egypt as
a guest of the government to
inspect the cave tombs of
Aswan, a shabby beggar

beckoned me into a dark ally
and offered to sell me an
intricately worked solid stone
carbide lamp that was 3,300
years old. “Very rare,” he said,
“There is none like it.”
I said, “The carbide lamp was
invented in 1869 by a
silversmith in Leeds, England.
There weren’t any carbide
lamps 3000 years ago!”
“Yes, sahib, that is what makes
it so rare.” His asking price of
1000 dinars seemed a bit high,
despite it belonging to
Tootwhistle II, so I offered him
120. “Sold!” he said. A man in
a police uniform appeared
several shops away, “Beware
of that man,” said the frowning
beggar, “he has been known to
steal valuable antiques from
unsuspecting tourists.” With
that he drew his cloak up
shielding his face and slinked
away. I regretted not knowing
the full story of my rarest
carbide lamp, dating some
2800 years before the
manufacture of calcium
carbide.
My next purchase was my
winning bid at an odd lot
auction at Ellis Island in New
York harbor. I had purchased –
sight unseen -- antiques sealed
in an abandoned storage shed.
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I used bolt cutters to sever the
hasp of an ancient padlock and
swung wide the door to see
what fate had allowed me to
purchase. There was a large
green carbide lamp, apparently
copper. It stood 16 feet tall and
resembled a flame. With the
help of three friends I turned it
over and saw the inscription on
the bottom: Liberty Lamp
1880. I poured through
archives of the New York
Public Library and found that
it was the original Statue of
Liberty torch lamp, part of the
beaten copper fabrications
assembled in Brooklyn as a
gift of the French to the United
States in 1886. Thomas A.
Edison’s invention of the
electric light made the
intended carbide lamp obsolete
before it was ever installed in
the statue being erected on
Liberty Island.
One July 4th we hauled the
Liberty lamp into the Grand
Canyon of Floyd Collins’
Crystal Cave, poured in three
large drums of carbide and
seven gallons of water. When
I combined the water and
carbide there was a
tremendous hissing and
fuming. Most of the cavers ran
out of the cave before I lighted
the match. There was a terrific
BOOOMM! And flash of light.
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It took four hours before the
ringing in my ears subsided.
All the light bulbs in that vast
cave room were shattered.
Several days later, when the
smoke settled we found the
pristine white walls of Crystal
Cave were now a toasty tan
color, like meringue on a
cocoanut cream pie. The
Liberty Lamp lay battered and
crumpled as a metal roof after
a tornado. I decided against an
expensive restoration of the
Liberty Lamp, no matter how
patriotic. Some fool might try
to fire it up again and that just
wouldn’t be safe.
My collection includes several
carbide caving lamps from
Bulgaria. Probably the most
notable has a five liter carbide
chamber with water reservoir
secured to a stout leather belt.
A rubber garden hose leads
upward to a felt cap (before
hard hats) containing an array
of ceramic burners closely
resembling a garden rake of
some eleven tines. (I have seen
modern LED cave lamps with
multiple sources of
illumination no doubt based on
this carbide lamp.) I used the
eleven-burner carbide lamp on
several cave trips. It was OK
in borehole passages, even
though its wide wings
introduced some tippy balance
issues.
However, in lower
walking passages it created
eleven soot trails on the
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passage ceiling, so I had to
avoid using it without
sufficient headroom.
One day I took several
members of the Bach Choral
Society on a cave trip.
Unknown to me, my eleven
burner lamp had a clogged
center burner. As we strolled
through a five-foot high
passage my lamp traced ten
lines on the ceiling, with a
space in the middle where the
defective burner was located.
The musicians following me
noted the resemblance to a
music staff. They noted that
irregularities in the ceiling
produced large soot smudges
that they said resembled
musical notes. Soon they were
singing the notes as the staffs
and notes led onward down the
passage. Echoes from their
singing filled the passage with
splendid four-part choral
music. We reached the end of
the low passage where the
ceiling went up and the lines
stopped. The singers refused
to go on and insisted on
singing their way back through
the low passage, with some
developing intricate
counterpoint and fascinating
rhythm changes. We made
seven transits of that 800 foot
passage. I insisted that we end
the trip as the ceiling was now
utterly defaced with crisscrossing staff lines and soot
smudges.
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Each year Choral Society
singers call and ask me to take
them caving again. I haven’t
invited them as I myself prefer
cool jazz.
Now that LED cave lamps
have totally replace carbide
lamps – except for a cranky
few diehards – I suppose my
collection will slowly increase
in value. Maybe one day some
aficionado of carbide lamps
will offer me $2,500 for my
collection.
That should be enough to buy
t h a t n e w, t o t a l l y c o o l
MegaLumen 27-LED SevenWay Sahara Sun Brilliant Cave
Lamp with lithium batteries,
120 VAC / 12 VDC charger,
waterproof carry case, elk skin
leather belt with LED studs,
and automatic power wine
bottle opener.

July 14-18 2014
Register by May 1 and
save $40
New members save an
additional $40
http://nss2014.caves.org/
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Sloan’s Valley Cave and Cleanup at Wells Cave
By Lou Simpson
Harry Goepel drove me down
to his Wayne County, KY
“Hideout” on Friday, July 26.
Bill and Karen Walden came
over from their nearby home
for a visit. Later, Eric Weaver,
N i k k i Wo o d w a r d , H a n s
Gilbert, and Lilly Gilbert
arrived.
Saturday morning, local cavers
arrived for a visit:
Pat
Erisman, Greg Erisman, and
Buddy Gibson.
Buddy
brought autographed copies of
Kay Wood Conatser’s newly
published book about the
outlaw Billy Dean Anderson*,
who had hidden in a cave for 4
and a half years before being
shot in 1979 by the FBI after
visiting his mother’s house.
Six of us left for Sloan’s
Valley.
Sloan’s Valley Garbage Pit
entrance, Pulaski County, KY
July 27, 2013
Lou Simpson
Harry Goepel
Eric Weaver
Nikki Woodward
Hans Gilbert
Lilly Gilbert
We didn’t find Josh Crockett,
the entrance owner, at his
home, so we left him a note on
Harry’s car. Harry rigged the
entrance drop with a handline

and an etrier.
Eric had
previously visited this entrance
and had visited the
Appalachian Trail section.
Now he was interested in
learning another part of the
cave, so we headed to the left
halfway down Garbage Pit
Hill.
We crawled and
stoopwalked. I pointed out the
way to Minton Hollow section
via Lewd Lou’s Nude Scoop
(nearly under the Crockett
house). That’s a route that I
once went through nearly
naked and got so muddy that I
had to soak my head to get my
helmet off. We passed a lead
to the right that goes to the
Scowling Tom’s entrance. Just
before Grand Central Station,
where we could finally stand
up, we took a crawlway to the
right hidden behind
breakdown.
I pointed out
another small crawlway to the
left that goes to Minton
Hollow. We crawled painfully
over breakdown and squirreled
down a hole into a lower level.
Then we climbed down a
muddy slope to the level of
Lake Cumberland (707 feet at
the time) and climbed up into
the Railroad Tunnel River
passage (under the barn at the
old fieldhouse, now the Dick
property). A rope that I had
left rigged in the late 70’s on
the left side of the passage still
The Carbide Courier - Page 6

remains in place. The lead
fifteen feet up the rope goes to
a canyon that only children
have fit into.
We sloshed
through hundreds of feet of
Railroad Tunnel River.
When we reached a large room
where there are several ways to
go, I decided I was ready to
head out via Scowling Tom’s
because possible rain was
forecast. (I have been flooded
into caves a number of times
and have promised my wife I
wouldn’t left that happen
again.) We retreated to Grand
Central Station, crawled to the
Scowling Tom’s route, crawled
a lot more. At one point I
needed another person to give
me a foothold where I used to
leap up and chimney an
overhung climb.
More
climbing and crawling finally
led to an upper level where a
passage to the right connects
back to Garbage Pit though a
very low crawl named Bare
Bev’s Bellycrawl. We climbed
up some more and out the
Scowling Tom’s entrance. It
was raining. It is only a short
walk along a power line back
to Garbage Pit. Josh hadn’t
removed our note we left on
the windshield.
Harry and
Nikki walked up to Josh’s
house and his still wasn’t
home. The Rockcastle Karst
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Conservancy is working on a
plan to purchase the Garbage
Pit and Scowling Tom’s
entrances.
That evening, Eric and
company and diced and made
an interesting vegetarian meal
that I also enjoyed.
Some
salad that Hans prepared was
especially spicy.
Wells Cave Preserve cleanup
trip, Pulaski County, KY
Sunday, July 28, 2013
Lou Simpson
Harry Goepel
Bill Walden
Andrew Daugherty
On Sunday, Harry and I drove
to the NSS-owned Wells Cave
Preserve where we met up with
Bill Walden. The cave is at
least 7 miles long and has five
entrances. Bill is in charge of
the preserve. He had cut the
grass at the parking area. The
privately owned barns that
used to be between the cave
and the road are no longer
there and that area was neatly
mowed. We had arranged to
meet Andrew Daugherty, but
he didn’t arrive right away, so
we went through the short part
of the cave that connects to
another nearby entrance. We
took plastic bags to collect the
litter that Harry and Bill had
seen in the cave when there
had gone there during Karst-o-
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Rama (KOR). When Andrew
finally arrived, we entered the
route that avoids a long muddy
crawl.
However, this route
involves climbing down
through breakdown and then
chimneying up a difficult
narrow chimney. Harry and
Andrew climbed it, but Bill
and I decided to go back out
and take the muddy crawl.
(There is a seldom-used third
route to the main part of Wells,
the Serpentine Passage, which
is to follow the stream below
the climb that Harry and
Andrew climbed.) The cave is
very mazy, but we all managed
to meet up at the Donkey
Room, having filled several
plastic bags with drink cans
and bottles. Bud Light seemed
to be the beer of choice. Bill
kept ranting about the highfructose corn syrup content of
the soft drinks. Just past the
Donkey Room we found
pieces of a six-volt lantern
spread along the Mainline
passage.
There was also a
large white spray-painted area
in this passage that we want to
come back and clean or cover
up. We followed the Mainline
and climbed down a hole to
visit the River Passage.
During KOR, Harry’s group
had followed the River
Passage to the river exit on
Buck Creek, having left cars at
that exit for the long drive
back to the main entrance.
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While Harry and Bill took the
high, dry, climbing route out of
the main entrance, I showed
Andrew the muddy crawlway
route. Harry plans to organize
another cleanup trip to Wells
during the Caver Appreciation
Weekend/GCG Meeting in the
Field the weekend of
September 7. There is still
litter in areas of the cave that
we didn’t visit, and at least one
major area of graffiti. The
cave will be closed for bat
hibernation at the beginning of
October.
I was quite sore from these
trips that I used to routinely do
40 years ago. I need to cut
down on the weight that I carry
through the cave.
*Billy Dean Anderson:
A
Criminal Life, available from
Kay Wood Conatser, 200
Bench Road, Pall Mall, TN
38577, $20, plus $3 per book
shipping. The book contains
251 pages, including photos of
Billy’s artwork and other
photos. Billy Dean was related
to Kay and her family and she
has his diary that he kept while
living in the cave. Some of us
have been to Billy Dean
Anderson’s Hideout Cave. I
was actively caving in the Pall
Mall area during the time Billy
was living in the cave.
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NSS Headquarters and Conference Center Presentation
By Mike Hood

I had the privilege to speak at
the Great Cincinnati Grotto
meeting on Friday, February
7th, about the new NSS
Headquarters and Conference
Center. The purpose of my
presentation was to inform
members of the new facility
and property, and to encourage
members to buy blocks, bricks,
or become Team 404 members.
The meeting had a nice turnout
of around 50 people, and they
seemed interested in hearing
about the facilities.
My
presentation was a PowerPoint
program with the history,
background information, and
photos.
Following are excerpts taken
from my presentation:
Why do we need a new
headquarters?

We have outgrown our present
office facility and its
capabilities. It is no longer
adequate to support the work
of our staff, and has no
capability to expand or grow in
order to support the Society in
the future.
Why didn’t we move to
Indiana or Kentucky or
somewhere else?
The board was unable to reach
consensus on any one of the
three proposals. It created the
Headquarters Commission to
study and research the issue
and
develop
a
recommendation. The
Commission made a very
thorough study of all three
proposals, as well as other
alternatives, and carried out a
detailed analysis of the
alternatives using a wellknown and accepted
methodology.
The Carbide Courier - Page 8

The Huntsville proposal was
the
Commission’s
recommendation. The Board
reviewed the Commission’s
report and recommendation,
discussed it at length, and
v o t e d d u r i n g t h e 2 0 11
Convention to adopt the
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s
recommendation.
Why did we buy an old
building to renovate instead of
building a new facility?
The primary reason was that
the Commission concluded
from its analysis that
renovation of an existing
facility represented a better
value than new construction.
The Commission also noted
that the proposed facility in
Huntsville offered many
features, savings, and benefits
that would be difficult to
achieve through new
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construction.
How much will it cost?
The total estimated cost, including the initial property purchase and the planned and budgeted
renovation, is $2.24 million.
How are we paying for it?
We have a 20-year mortgage. The payments are approximately $10,000 per month. We have several
fundraising programs designed to address both the monthly payments and the outstanding principal
balance. Our goal is to pay off the mortgage in 5-10 years.
To Date:
- We’ve received $450,000 in donations.
- We’ve saved $125,000 through volunteer labor.
- We’ve made $60,000 in rental fees to date this year.
- We expect to make $75,000 in rental fees this year, and are booking events for 2015.
- We’re paying down the mortgage at about $5000 a month.

- 96 acres of mostly hardwood forested land with three known caves.
- 31,000 square foot building that will house the office, library, bookstore, and more.
- Five individual conference rooms.
- Banquet hall that will seat 850 people.
- 25 acre Campground with power, water, bathrooms, pavilions, and kitchen facility.
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SO, HOW YOU CAN HELP?
- Volunteer! They are always
looking for help on the
weekends.
- Become a Sustaining Donor
(sign up for as little as $5 a
month).
- J o i n Te a m 4 0 4 .
404
members donating $25 a
month will cover the
m o r t g a g e ( Te a m 4 0 4
members receive a polo shirt
and pin).
- Buy-A-Brick.
$100
donation. Will laser engrave
your message on a brick that
will be used for a patio area,
walkway, or other ornamental
feature. Receive a certificate,
suitable for framing.
- Buy-A-Block. $50 donation.
Will designate one block on
the outer wall as “your
block.” The block map will
be on display in the
headquarters and kept as a
permanent record.
NOT ONE CENT OF
MEMBERSHIP DUES GOES
TO THIS PURCHASE!
Recurring Donations - Team
404
How much do I need to
donate?
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Te a m 4 0 4 m e m b e r s h i p
recognizes your pledge to
donate $25 per month, or
more, for at least one year.
Can I donate in a single
payment?
Yes, if you pledge to donate
$300/year or more on an
annual basis.
Do I have to use a credit or
debit card?
No. You can make your annual
donation by cash, check, credit
card, debit card, bank draft, or
other means.
If I need to stop my monthly
donations, can I do that?
Yes. You can terminate your
membership in Team 404 at
any time by contacting the
NSS office.
I bought $300 in Blocks and
Bricks - am I a Team 404
Member?
No. Team 404 is a sustaining
d o n a t i o n p r o g r a m . Yo u r
donation and pledge must be
the equivalent of $25/month
($300/year), or more, and must
be an annual pledge rather than
a one-time donation.
One time Donations - Blocks
and Bricks
How much does a block cost,
and what do I get?
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Each $50 donation gets you
honorary ownership of one
b l o c k . Yo u r d o n a t i o n i s
recognized on a poster map
showing the location of your
block or blocks. You can buy
multiple blocks and choose
your locations on the map.
What’s the deal with the
bricks?
Each $100 donation gets you
the privilege of placing your
name and NSS number, or a
suitable personal message, on a
laser-engraved brick that will
be used in the construction of
an attractive multi-use outdoor
gathering area at the new HQ
facility. Design of the area will
commemorate the donations
received in support of the HQ
project.
If I purchase enough blocks
or bricks to qualify for
another premium, will I get
that too?
Ye s . E a c h p r o g r a m i s
independent, and your
honorary ownership of your
block or bricks serves as your
premium, but you may choose
one of the available largedonation premiums in lieu of
the additional blocks or bricks.
Will a $500 donation also get
m e Te a m 4 0 4 o r B l o c k
recognition?
No, the premium for a $500
donation is the book, along
with other special premiums
available only during the
Convention.
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Donations Greater Than $250
If I make a larger one-time donation, what do I get?
You will receive a free copy of Cave Minerals of the World or one of our other designated books, if you
prefer, along with other special premiums available only during the Convention.
How are larger donations recognized?
Larger donations are acknowledged in several ways, depending on the donation.
Presidential
Certificates of Appreciation, naming privileges for features of the new HQ, and other Board-designated
forms of recognition will be provided depending on the nature of the donation and the wishes of the
donor.
For more information, visit the following websites:
http://www.caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml
http://www.facebook.com/NSSHQ
You can also e-mail me at :
mhood.director@caves.org
If you would like to download a copy of the PowerPoint presentation, it can be found on my web page:
http://mikekhood.com
Included in this newsletter is the application to purchase a block, brick, or to join Team 404 (page 16).

Proposed floor plan of new headquarters
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Upcoming NSS Headquarters Volunteer Weekends
The rebuild of the NSS Headquarters is really coming along! Quite a bit of work has been
accomplished including building a new mechanical room, building a storm shelter, removing doors and
adding new ones and leveling of the library/archives floor, just to name a few of the tasks already
completed. We are now moving into a major re-build period. Because of this, the NSS really needs all
of the volunteers we can get!
We have scheduled quite a few work weekends for the first few months of the new year. This is the time
that we need to push forward to get the NSS moved into the new building as be begin to build the
offices. If you can spare a weekend (or two or three.....) come on down and join the fun. Help us build a
world class facility. The NSS provides camping (indoor and outdoor), hot showers, dinner and beer on
Saturdays!
February 22-23
March 22-23

March 1-2
April 5-6

March 8-9
April 19-20

March 15-16
April 26-27

If your grotto would like to come down on a weekend that is not scheduled, contact me directly at
volunteer@caves.org and we can arrange for additional work weekends. If you want to come work
during the week, we can help accommodate that as well. Don't miss out on your chance to build the
kind of headquarters to make all NSS members proud!
Maureen Handler
NSS HQ volunteer coordinator
423-605-5569

Naked Wormfest
Everybody up for a Naked Wormfest? It will be a stripped down version of Wormfest. No t-shirts
guidebooks or raffles. Well, unless a bunch of people suddenly start volunteering. The plan is to go
down to the NSS headquarters in Huntsville. We will do a work day on Saturday to help get the grounds
and buildings ready for this summers convention. On Sunday we will cave. Tama and I will probably
come down Friday and leave on Monday. The purpose of this notice is to get some feedback on a good
weekend. We are looking at sometime in April or May. Memorial day weekend is out; they are hosting
SERA then. Otherwise it is pretty open. With a work weekend we get free camping. If there is bad
weather, possibly even indoor camping. Let me know if you are interested and when you can go. We
will figure the rest out as we go.
John Cassidy
Naked Wormfest Chair
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Crashed Tanker Spills Fuel into Kentucky Cave
Kentucky Department of Environmental
Protection crews are working with cavers after a
fuel spill late last week.
Early on the morning of January 30th 2014, a
gasoline tanker truck left the pavement of US
Highway 27 and rolled down an embankment
just south of Burnside in southern Pulaski
County.
Due to a considerable delay between the time of
the accident and when it was finally reported,
most if not all 31,000 liters (8,200 gallons) of
gasoline had already leaked out of the tanker by
the time emergency personnel arrived on the
scene.
The fuel had flowed overland to a gully and
several hundred feet over frozen ground to a
swallow hole, believed to be connected to the
Sloan’s Valley Cave system.

Although six cave entrances were checked and
no fumes were detected, dangerous conditions
inside the cave could exist inside. Several sumps
exist along the base level stream passage and the
gasoline is expected to be trapped on top of the
water for a significant period of time.
Fuel vapors may make self-contained breathing
apparatus a necessity to enter the cave and there
is also the potential for an explosion.
Signs have been posted at the entrances warning
of the potential hazardous conditions.
In the future, before caving in Sloan’s or Neely’s
Creek please obtain the latest information from
the Kentucky Division of Water.
For more information contact the Environmental
Response Team at 800-928-2380.

Efforts to clean up the fuel remaining on the
surface are underway, but the majority is thought
to now be in the cave and groundwater.

Rockcastle Karst Conservancy Raffle
Well our No Risk Red wine is in the bottle! This
Fundraiser Reserve 2014 was created at Mio Vino in
December. So how do you unwind after a good caving
trip?
The wine will be part of a Gift Basket Raffles at KOR,
another at the NSS Convention and possibly Open
House (during caver hours). Stay tuned for more as it
develops.
Copied from the Dayton Underground Grotto
Facebook page.
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Sinkhole Swallows Pricey Corvettes at Hallowed Museum
(CNN) -- Sinkholes are
swallowing Corvettes now.
Last year it was houses in
Florida, and on Wednesday
nature gobbled up some of the
coolest and fastest cars to
come off the assembly line.
Eight valuable 'vettes at
Bowling Green, Kentucky's
National Corvette Museum fell
victim to a 40-foot-wide, 20foot-deep sinkhole that opened
up in the facility's yellow Sky
Dome wing. The museum
unofficially estimates it caused
millions of dollars in damage.
Motion detectors alerted
security that something was
amiss shortly after 5:30 a.m.,
said museum spokeswoman
Katie Frassinelli. An employee
who first walked into the room
"has been in shock all day,"
she said.
"When you go in there, it's
unreal," said Frassinelli. "The
hole is so big, it makes the
Corvettes look like little
Matchbox cars."
The news triggered a collective
worldwide gasp from the
Corvette Nation.
"I was shocked," said Frazer
Bharucha, 47, a Corvette
owner since age 17. "We're
talking about iconic cars that
have been around for years."

Using remote-controlled
drones, geologists and
engineers from nearby Western
Kentucky University have
already explored the sinkhole
and determined that the Sky
Dome suffered no structural
damage, Frassinelli said.
"There's a cave down there,"
she said, adding that the
museum is only a short drive
away from Mammoth Cave
National Park.
The damaged portion of the
museum will be closed
indefinitely, but the rest of the
facility will be open as usual
on Thursday, she said.
The painful losses have been
tallied: Of the eight cars that
fell, six were donated to the
museum by Corvette
enthusiasts, and two are owned
by the car's maker, General
Motors.
Here's the museum's list of
cars that went down the hole:
-- a 1962 "Black Corvette"
-- a 1984 PPG pace car
-- a 2009 ZR1 "Blue Devil"
-- the 1992 white "1 Millionth
Corvette"
-- a 1993 ruby red "40th
Anniversary Corvette"
-- a 2001 Mallett Hammer Z06
Corvette
-- the 2009 white "1.5
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Millionth Corvette"
-- a 1993 ZR-1 Spyder
The total value of the damaged
cars is substantial, said
museum executive director
Wendell Strode. Almost all the
cars have been removed from
the room. They've been setting
up ramps to get the last one
out," said Frassinelli. That
remaining Corvette is
suspended in a precarious
position on a riser directly
above the sinkhole.
Photos: When the ground
gives way
Corvettes swallowed up in
sinkhole
Sinkhole swallows eight
Corvettes
Bharucha, of the Long Island
Corvette Owners Association,
knows the museum well,
having visited it at least six
times. "There's a sense of awe
and you get a lump in your
throat when you walk inside."
He's right. I've been there. It's
hallowed ground. Under the
Sky Dome's recognizable red
spire and towering vaulted
100-foot high ceiling sits a
round chamber that cradled
rare vehicles, including
Indianapolis 500 and Daytona
500 pace cars. The room feels
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like a cathedral. And for many
enthusiasts, it is kind of the
Church of the Corvette. It is
home to more than 70 unique
Corvettes, including several
prototypes and a unique 1983
model -- the only one in
existence.
Only 43 1983 Corvettes were
manufactured before GM
decided to scrap them and
move on to the 1984 design.
All were destroyed, except the
one now housed at the
museum. That car will likely
go on display elsewhere in the
museum, Frassinelli said, but
the others from the damaged
dome will be placed in storage.
Let's remember the Corvette's
rich tradition. This is the ultra-
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cool car driven by Bill Bixby
in the 1970s TV series, "The
Magician." It also was the
cherry ride that was good
enough to be piloted by the
dudes with the right stuff:
NASA's Apollo astronauts.
"It's the all-American car,"
Bharucha said. "No matter
where you go, people know it
and love it. Sometimes they'll
stare at it. Other times they'll
wave."
You always remember your
first car, and Bharucha is no
different. For him it was a
1966 yellow Corvette
convertible. Guess what? He
still has it. "That's my baby,"
he said. "That's the one car I
will not sell."
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The sinkhole couldn't have
come at a worse time, as the
museum prepares to celebrate
its 20th annivesary and open a
184-acre Motorsports Park in
August. Some 5,000 people are
already pre-registered to attend
the park's grand opening.
Sinkholes at the Motorsports
Park aren't really a concern,
Frassinelli said. Several holes
were found during construction
and were made harmless, she
said.
"We want to move forward as
soon as possible", she said.
"We want to start repairs and
recovery."
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DEDICATED TO THE EXPLORATION,
STUDY, AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES

Proposed façade

The NSS has purchased a new headquarters!
Property Highlights:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

94+ acres of mostly forested land with two known caves
A 31,000 sq. ft. building -- plenty of space for a larger office, library, bookstore, and secure storage.
The design will accommodate an easy remodel to upgrade and suit our needs.
Five conference rooms for hosting cave & karst related seminars such as NCRC or NCKMS.
A banquet hall that will accommodate 800 seated diners.
A caver-ready campground complete with power, water, bathrooms, and picnic pavilions.
Outstanding opportunities to increase the NSS’s value to caves, cavers, and speleologists!

We need your help!
We are relying on your support to cover the cost of purchasing and remodeling the property.

There are several ways you can be a part of this vital project:
9 Sustaining Donor - This program provides the NSS with a steady, reliable source of monthly income
specifically for the new headquarters. Sign up for as little as $5 a month to make regular contributions
automatically through your credit card, debit card or automatic bank draft.
9 Team 404 – 404 NSS members donating $25 a month will cover our mortgage payments. Sign up for
$25 a month –or- any combination of $300 a year or more and automatically become one of our core
fundraisers - Team 404! You will receive a nice polo shirt showing your commitment to our Society.
9 Buy-A-Brick – For each $100 donation, we will laser engrave your message in a brick for all to see.
The bricks will be used for a patio area, walkways, or other ornamental features.
9 Buy-A-Block – For each $50 donation, we will designate one block in the outer wall as “your block.”
The block map will be on display in the new NSS Headquarters and kept as a permanent record.
Visit the HQComm web pages
for the latest progress and photos:
http://caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml

Questions?
Contact fundraising@caves.org
or president@caves.org
for additional information.
94+ acres with large buildings, parking lot & campground

Part of our new
Library space

Photos © 2012, Glenn Baeske / The Huntsville Times

Campground & Picnic Pavilions
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Our 11,000 sq. ft. Auditorium
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YES! I’d like make a donation to support our new
NSS Headquarters & Conference Center.
Name : ____________________________________________________
Email : ______________________________________________

NSS # : _________________

Phone :________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Please indicate your level of support:
Team 404 membership: Please charge my credit card $_________ per (Month/Year) until I contact you
in writing or the mortgage is paid. (Minimum $25 per month or $300 per year.)
Team 404 Shirt size:

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

M

F

Sustaining Donor: Charge $_______ per month ($5 min.) until I contact you or the mortgage is paid.
Buy-A-Brick: Number of bricks @ $100 each: ______ Total $:__________
When purchasing bricks write your message below (max 3 lines, 20 characters per line). Text will be centered.
Line 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Buy-A-Block: Number of blocks @ $50 each: ______ Total $:__________
One time donation $__________
Payment: We suggest you use your NSS Visa card!
Enclosed is my check payable to: The National Speleological Society
Please charge my credit card:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Automatic bank withdrawal – Contact the office to give your details: (256) 852-1300, nss@caves.org
Billing address if different from above: ____________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Credit card number: ____________________________________________ Expires: _____/_________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________
Your signature: ___________________________________________________

3-Digit CCV _______
Date _____/______

Mail to: NSS Headquarters, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810-4431
Or scan and e-mail to: nss@caves.org
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Karst-O-Rama 2014
June 20, 21 & 22
Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve Mt. Vernon, KY
www.karstorama.com
Pre-registration Form (ends May 31, 2014)

You must be an NSS member, a member of any Grotto in good standing or be
sponsored by one of the above to attend K OR**
Principle Registrant¶s Name______________________________________________NSS#_____________________

Grotto of which you are a member or Sponsor ¶s Name: ________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________City________________ST_________ZIP_______
Home Phone (______)____________________Emergency Contact/Phone #________________________________
E-Mail Address__________________________________
Additional Family Members Only (Names are required for badges; family members do not receive guidebooks).
Spouse_________________________________________Child__________________________________________
Child__________________________________________Child__________________________________________
Total Family Members_____________________

The following prices are good for PR E-R E G ISTRA T I O N O N LY!!
Principle Registrant
Spouse (No Guide Book, No Car Pass)
Children 13 ± 17
Children under 12
Dogs or Cats
Additional Camping (Per Night/Per Person)
Wed.____Thur.____ Sun.____ other nights______
Electric Site : Wed.___Thur.___F ri.___Sat.___Sun.___
Sat Night Dinner Ticket
Children under 12 Dinner Ticket
T-Shirt
S_____M____L____XL____XXL____

!

$30.00
$25.00
$10.00
FREE
$20.00

X_________
X
1
X_________
X_________
X_________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$ F R E E
$____________

$5.00
$5.00
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00

X_________
X_________
X_________
X_________
X_________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$__________________

**Those not meeting these qualifications will not be permitted entrance to K OR 2014.
Ineligible / returned registrations will be charged a processing fee of $10.00!
Make Checks Payable To: Greater Cincinnati Grotto
Mail By May 31st, To:

Matt Keller
3709 Camden Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45227

F or more information or questions contact:
Bob Dobbs
513-265-8705
Email KOR2014@karstorama.com
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Karst-O-Rama 2014 Information Sheet
June 20, 21 & 22
Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve Mt. Vernon, KY

www.karstorama.com
,QWKHSDVWFRXSOHRI.25¶VZHDGGHGPRUHFDYHWULSVQRZZH¶UHDGGLQJP ore fun! The Rick
+RXVH%DQGLVEDFNE\SRSXODUGHPDQG7KH6DWQLJKWWKHPHLV³&RYHUDOOV*RQH:LOG´ .
Check the K OR 2014 web site and facebook page for details and updates.
KOR 2014 would like to welcome cavers, their families and friends. To register, you must be an NSS
member, a member of a grotto in good standing, or sponsored by someone who is. Please be sure that your
sponsor has registered prior to your registration! If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at
KOR2014@karstorama.com.
Your registration includes caving, fun, more caving, and then more fun. T here will be a variety of cave trips , a
photo contest, map contest, vertical contest, SpeleolympicVFRXUVH&DYHUNLG¶VDFWLYLWLHVGRRUSUL]HV
informational speaker, howdy party and Saturday night party with a live band. Your registration also
includes camping fees for Friday and Saturday night, you are welcome to come earlier in the week and enjoy
our caving area with self led trips. Additional camping fees are $5 for each person for each night. Saturday
night dinner tickets and T-shirts are available for an extra cost and only guaranteed for pre-registered guests.
Please note,, Rockcastle County is a dry county.
Electric sites are an additional $5 per night per electric site with limited availability; if you want one, plan to
preregister. You will be notified if we no longer have electric sites available. No air conditioners allowed,
electric sites cannot handle large loads (in excess of 10 amps per site). You must be in an approved designated
electric site along the pole to use electric; long extension cords will not be permitted.

Directions to G reat Saltpetre Cave Preserve:

I75 to Exit 59 (Mount Vernon, KY). EAST on Route 25, turn LEFT immediately onto Route 1004. Continue
on 5RXWHWRD³7´ MXVWRYHUWKH5DLOURDGWUDFNVDQGFRQFUHWHEULGJH , turn RIGHT to continue on 1004.
Look for the second concrete bridge at a sharp bend to the left. Continue for ! mile up the hill and look for the
Great Saltpetre Preserve sign on the right. It is a total of 9 miles on Route 1004.
CAUTION: road is VERY steep and makes sudden, sharp turns
For those using a GPS coordinates are: N 37 deg 21.993 min, W 84 deg 12.391 min
!
!
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC) • GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG)
• DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&

There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these organized
events and club activities but we think it is important for you to know in
advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS

I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks: 1)
Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with crossing,
climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of equipment;
4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and ability to follow
or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling, walking, or stooping; 5)
fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which may cause injury in and
of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase the risk of accident; 6) my
own inadequate equipment and lack of training; 7) the risk of head injury by
falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling, tripping, my own failure to wear a
helmet, and banging my head on rock protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level
ground and walking surfaces such as breakdown, mud, cave formations,
water, gravel, and rocks which may cause falls, twisted ankles, and other
bodily injury; 9) the complicated labyrinth of passages in a cave which may
cause me and other members of my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all
caves are underground they may flood and have high water levels which can
cause drowning, hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion
from or entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or
falls of other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the
very definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence of
good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals, dogs,
vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and egress
to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated with
swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19) wild
animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or the
cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises that these events are held at.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not complete
and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, or

death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving club, events
and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for which I am
responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the minor is)
physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized caving
clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or studying the
cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child may bring along.
I/we/he participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I assume full
responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including death) and
any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of
my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents or injury
caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these activities and
organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour guides, fellow
explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such negligence is
comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks associated with
organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave exploration and with
utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a cave and understand the
technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that climbing in a cave, cave
exploration, and particularly cave diving are inherently dangerous sports. I/we
acknowledge that wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets
and equipment are basic safety precautions and that wearing a UIAA
approved helmet may help prevent head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand
and accept that it is not the responsibility of RKC, GCG, DUG, or BGG,
volunteers, trip leaders or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this
equipment and wear(s) it before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our
sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bits or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to, participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it, I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, DUG, and
BGG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose land I may
cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, co-owners,
spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every land owner,
municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property such activity is
conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for personal injury, property
damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible from any cause
whatsoever. This document is the property of the Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy. (Last updated 8/17/08)

ADULT CAVER/SPELUNKER: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________
DATE SIGNED:________________________________________________ WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR
PARENT/LEGAL CUSTODIAL GUARDIAN____________________________________________________________________________________
Of The Minor - If Not Accompanying Minor
Printed Name
and
Signature
PRINTED NAME(S) of minors covered by the above agreement:

Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
WITNESS:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature
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