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Calendar of Events
July 19

Executive Committee and general membership meeting. EC meeting starts at 5:00pm,
and the general membership meeting will be at 6pm. The meeting will be at Eastwood
Metropark. See page 9 for more information.

July 27-31

NSS Virtual Convention (https://nsscon2020.org/)

August 9

Executive Committee meeting - Time and location to be determined

August 14-16 Indiana Cave Capers at Camp Rivervale, Mitchell, Indiana
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/
September 13 Executive Committee meeting - Time and location to be determined

Grotto Executive Committee and General Membership Meeting
The next grotto Executive Committee and general membership meetings will be held on July 19th at
5:00pm for the Executive Committee meeting and 6:00pm for the general membership meeting. The
meetings will be held at Eastwood Metropark, 1385 Harshman Road, Riverside, 45431. Enter the park
at the Harshman Road entrance (the entrance with the stop light and not the lake entrance) and proceed
to the large parking lot at the end of the road. We will be adjacent to the kayak launch area.
Please bring a chair. We will be practicing social distancing at the meeting.
Hope to see you there!
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Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Safety and Rescue Committee
- Wormfest Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Just go
to www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Update Your Information” button, or
contact our Membership Chairman, John Cassidy, with your update.

GROTTO E-MAIL GROUP!
The grotto e-mail group is DUGCaves@googlegroups.com. To subscribe, send an e-mail to:
DUGCaves+subscribe@googlegroups.com
Put “Subscribe” as the subject.
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Welcome to the 2020 NSS Virtual Convention!
July 27-31
https://nsscon2020.org/
As we are all too aware, this year’s NSS Convention in Elkins, West Virginia, had to be canceled due to
circumstances beyond our control. Once the full weight of that heartbreaking decision sank in, many of
us were left thinking, “OK, now what?” Calls and emails went out to all the coordinators and we were
thrilled beyond belief that a good majority of them were willing to proceed with this virtual experience.
So now we are pleased to present this 2020 NSS Virtual Convention.
Over the coming weeks, content links will begin appearing in the schedule close to their originally
scheduled times.
Our deepest thanks and gratitude go out to all the staff and all the hard work that went into what would
have been the 2020 Convention. We look forward to brighter healthier days and seeing everyone again
in Elkins, West Virginia, in 2023!
Rich Geisler
Convention Co-Chair
Meredith Hall Weberg
Convention Co-Chair
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Great Saltpetre Preserve Re-Opens
Dear Cavers who enjoy visiting GSP,
As of June 12, 2020, GSP is once again open for camping and caving. Please be prepared with your own
hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and face mask and read the post and attachment from June 2 regarding
COVID-19 reopening. See you there!
You’ve all dealt with new policies where you work or where you shop since the virus is still spreading.
Similarly, the Committee prepared our own Guidelines for re-opening (attached). They are a bit different
than you might find at a State Park campground because they were developed with the caver mentality in
mind. We are generally self-sufficient. We’ve dealt with decontamination for WNS. We look out for all
members of our caving party.
Thanks for your understanding and support of Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve.
The Shelter phone at Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve has been temporarily terminated due to very poor
service from Windstream over the last six months. The Management Committee is assessing the best way
to restore service. Meanwhile no WiFi or general phone service is available. There is a dial tone and 911
access is still available, but phone calls must be made on your cell phone.
http://caves.org/conservancy/gsp/

67th Annual Indiana Cave Capers
August 14-16, 2020, at Camp Rivervale,
Mitchell, IN
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/allabout-cave-capers
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The Ohio Cave Survey, Inc. (OCS) was originally founded in 1952 by Roger McClure, Phil Smith, and
the Central Ohio Grotto. It was later managed by the late Dr. Horton Hobbs, III, who maintained the
records at Wittenberg University. The Dayton Underground Grotto is an organization member and Ana
Scherschel is the grotto representative.
The purpose of the Ohio Cave Survey is to study, map, and document the caves and karst regions of
Ohio. After Dr. Hobbs retired and moved from Ohio, the records were transferred to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources, where they are currently maintained.
The OCS archives contain cave maps, survey notes, exploration photos, descriptions, GIS files, and
many other forms of information and we only share data with cavers, landowners, and other agencies
who submit a legitimate request for information. All requests for information and data are reviewed
before the records are released. Please contact us to request information. The policy for release of
records and the application process are being developed at this time. Cave locations will not be given
out without a specific, legitimate reason.
Membership is open to anyone who is interested in the exploration and conservation of caves and karst.
Please visit our web page (https://ohiocavesurvey.weebly.com) for more information and to join.
Membership dues are waived for all who join before December 31, 2020.
Mike Hood
President
Ohio Cave Survey, Inc.

Photo by Curt Harler
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Indiana Karst Conservancy
COVID-19 Update
Mike Hood
IKC Representative
IKC preserves are currently open. The IKC has reduced the maximum group size to 10 for cave trips
and are limiting trips to one per day with one day in-between visits.
If you visit a preserve, ensure that you follow CDC and state and local guidelines to prevent the spread
of infectious diseases and practice “Leave No Trace Principles.” As this situation is ever-changing, the
IKC may open and close preserves as required. Following these guidelines will not guarantee infection
prevention.
IF you choose to visit an IKC preserve, keep in the mind the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you are sick, stay home. Guests should self pre-screen and if you are within a high-risk
population, please consider staying home for your own safety.
Until further notice, all trip requests must route through the cave patron in order to properly track
visitation.
Maintain six feet of distance between you and others on the property and inside of caves.
Wear gloves while caving and wash or sanitize your hands frequently before and after visitation.
Face masks are recommended for times when physical distancing is not possible.
Be vigilant and careful. In the event of an accident, response times and personnel may be very
limited. A trip to the emergency room adds stress to an already overtaxed health care system.

RKC Re-Opens Preserves
With the relaxing of restrictions by the State of Kentucky, the RKC Board of Directors has re-opened all
the RKC Preserves for visitation, effective June 28, 2020. See the individual Preserve pages for
restrictions that may apply.
The state restrictions on social distancing and the use of personal protective equipment are to be
followed while at any of our preserves.
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Ergor Investigates Psychic Phenomena at Mammoth Cave
By Ergor Rubreck
On an obscure TV channel I
saw an episode of Expedition
X in which psychic
investigators searched for signs
of extraordinary psychic
activity in Mammoth Cave.
They encountered "probable"
signs of a "presence", feelings
of "something ominous", and a
warm image on a thermal
screen. Near the end of the
program they had to rush to an
entrance before an
instantaneous flood was about
to drown them like the
Egyptian chariot army in the
Red Sea. Fortunately they also
escaped the giant ceiling slabs
of rocks that were poised to
flatten them like pancakes. I
resolved to see for myself, so I
armed myself with suitable
instruments and personnel for
a thoroughly scientific
investigation.
First, a tambourine. Then a 3foot length of chain. I
borrowed a thermal screen
from a nearby university lab.
My own Apple iPod would
serve to receive any messages
from the other side. A friendly
spiritual advisor and
investigator from Madagascar
agreed to accompany me. Her
name, Krystal Bawl, suggested
competence in psychic matters.
She had been part of the staff
on numerous TV psychic
investigations.

We entered Mammoth Cave at
6pm June 6 (666) and headed
for the 'Haunted Chambers'. I
had purchased two all-day tour
tickets, and I figured that 24hours would give us enough
time to conduct a thorough
investigation.
I turned on the thermal screen;
it glowed a beautiful golf green
hue. I pointed it at the ceiling.
There were flashes and slashes
of orange, indicating life! Sure
enough, there were solitary
bats clinging to the ceiling.
Then I discovered an amazing
psychic phenomenon, an
orange streak every time my
finger passed near the screen.
What an astounding
coincidence, a spirit passing
simultaneously with my finger!
Krystal Bawl pronounced it
solid proof that the room was
occupied by supernatural
beings.
My iPod chimed. I opened it
and found the word PICARD.
There have been French
explorers by that name, but
who was here? iPod signals
cannot penetrate the thousands
of feet of limestone over our
h e a d s . We s e a r c h e d t h e
shadows for entities. Back in
the center of the room the iPod
chimed again. The image: 5S.
It must have stood for
something, but what? Now I
The Carbide Courier - Page 10

could understand. The ghastly
magician present had wanted
us to pick a card. And it knew
the card would be the five of
spades. Unfortunately, we had
not brought a deck of cards.
But still, how could the
mysterious entity know the
card selected would be the five
of spades? Incredible -- a 1 in
52 chance that ruled out
coincidence. More proof of
supernatural activity!
Krystal said she felt a shiver, a
light breeze on her face. I was
about to explain that air
currents often spring up in
Mammoth Cave. But she
pointed to a dark corner.
"There!" she screamed (I had
forgot we are on TV.) I balled
up the chain and hurled it into
the darkness she pointed to. It
clanked and clanked far longer
than any chain I had thrown in
a cave. "There is the ghost of a
slave here, and he is clanking
the chain, protesting his
captivity and the injustice that
kept him here." Those of you
who have thrown a chain in a
cave before should be alert for
such clues the next time you
throw a chain.
We decided to conduct a
séance. We sat cross-legged in
the center of the room with the
tambourine between us. We
switched off our lights and
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concentrated our hearing on
the inert instrument. After
many minutes of pitch dark
silence, Krystal began to chant
a Madagascarian dirge. It was
not long before the tambourine
began to jingle in time with the
exotic chant. The chant varied
in tempo from slow to
extremely fast.
Finally it
ended and so did the
tambourine's jingle. When we
switched on our lights the
tambourine was in exactly the
same location between us. I
picked it up and turned it
carefully in my hands looking
for a thread or stick that could
have actuated it. Nothing! I
felt a weird feeling rippling
through me. Had we been
visited by a spirit? If so, why a
Madagascarian spirit? Could
Mammoth Cave connect with
Madagascar?
According to the spiritual
authority, an Indian woman on
the Expedition X team,
hundreds of people had died in
Mammoth Cave. That sounded
like bad news. I knew Lost
John, a prehistoric mummy,
had died in the cave excavating
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gypsum under a 20-ton rock,
but now hundreds of deaths?
Only that Indian lady knew.
About this time the room
seemed to sway.
Then it
seemed to shake. We decided it
was time to move. As we
backed away from our séance
site a massive limestone
boulder, perhaps weighing a
thousand tons, peeled off the
ceiling and landed with an
eerie BOOM! on the
tambourine.
If you don't
believe me, you can bring in
jacks and raise the rock slab
and see the tambourine for
yourself. "We'd better get out
of here before the cave floods,"
said Krystal. "The spirits don't
like our being here. Mammoth
Cave is a sacred place."
My iPhone rang. Who could
call me here? "Hello, who is
this?"
"The last elevator has left..."
said a sepulchral voice. I asked
who was calling. But there
was no further answer! Krystal
Bawl asked if we were being
left to die down here. I replied
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that the elevator was in another
part of the cave. We would be
safe.
Just then I caught a
fleeting glimpse of a blind
white crocodile flashing by my
face and a shark darting after
it. I asked Krystal if she had
seen animals. She had not
seen any, so we were spared a
TV scream.
There were thuds... BOOM...
BOOM...BOOM... behind us
as we hurried out the way we
came in. I was sure that slab
after slab of the ceiling was
crashing down behind us. We
were just in time. At the top of
the stairway at the entrance of
Mammoth Cave I saw a
crackle of lightning and the
clouds burst with a drenching
Niagara Falls of rain. The
downpour overwhelmed the
stairway and began to fill the
cave with angry swirling water.
Blind fish swirled by. I am still
a skeptic with regard to
psychic phenomena at
Mammoth Cave. I don't know
about Krystal Bawl. She was
talking animatedly to the TV
cameraman....and screaming.
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Ergor Movie Tech Advisor
By Ergor Rubreck
I was contacted by 20th
Century Fox Vice President
Havens Tbetsi to see if I was
interested in being a technical
advisor on a film now greenlighted for production in a few
months. "It's a cave movie,
Ergor, and your name came up
when we Googled on
"Foremost cavers." Also listed
among "Wonderful cavers," so
I think we've got the right
guy," said Havens.
"What's the movie about," I
asked. I would not serve as
tech advisor on just a run-ofthe-mill B movie -- the awful
ones where women cavers
scream and the wise guy gets
tangled in the ropes and hangs
himself. Havens Tbetsi told
me the budget called for A-List
stars, male and female, and
$259-million underwritten
already. "Can you give me a
rundown of the plot?"
Tbetsi said it was "E-. A.
Martel meets Stephen Bishop,
Anna Bandana, Darryl
Ripplesix, and Billy Eyelash
and they find gold in
Mammoth Cave. It's based on
a true story -- it'll be big, shortlisted for an Oscar for sure."
He said they really wanted a
cave expert because Tbetsi,
also the producer-director,
wants it 110% authentic.

When I heard the tech advisor
budget was $485,350, I said I
would do a good job for them.
I was on the next plane to
Hollywood.
At the first production
conference Havens Tbetsi
introduced the script writer, W.
Summersault Moron, who
gave a quick summary of the
plot. "Edward Martel arrives
from France and hears from
Jesse James and Floyd Collins
about the federal gold hoard
secreted in Mammoth Cave.
They decide to find it.
Meanwhile, Jim White and his
two girlfriends who run a
bordello in Carlsbad, NM
decide to search for the federal
gold hoard inside Mammoth
Cave. The stage is set for the
epic confrontation..."
I spoke up, which is what I
thought I was being paid for:"
When did this take place?"
"About 1813, more or less,
back in the old days.
I introduced the truth : "In the
interest of truth, E-.A. Martel
went to Mammoth Cave in
1812. So we're OK so far.
Jesse James was born in 1847
and died in 1888, so I don't see
how he could tell E-. A. Martel
anything in 1813.
Floyd
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Collins was born in 1887 and
died in 1925, so that part is not
OK. Jim White, who
discovered Carlsbad Caverns
in 1901 was born in1882 and
died in 1946 is not OK. The
only gold hoard known in
Kentucky was the Fort Knox
Gold Bullion Depository, a
vault-like building constructed
in 1936 and first used for gold
bar storage in 1937. So the
gold hoard is out." I
concluded. I tried not to smile.
" We l l , E r g o r , f o r y o u r
information, Jesse James is a
cameo in the background.
Floyd Collins and E-.A.
Martel, Father of modern
speleology, carry the scene. As
for the gold hoard, this is
NOT the U.S. gold -- this is
Frank James' gold.
Jesse's
brother Frank hid it in James
Cave, and later moved it to
M a m m o t h C a v e , " W.
Summersault Moron had either
a kangaroo jump style of
history, or knew more than I
did. We stopped for a liquid
lunch and resumed the meeting
at 2 pm. I continued the
conversation: "Cavers have
scoured James Cave for the
gold hoard of the James
brothers for five decades.
There's no gold hoard."
"I just said it was moved to
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Mammoth Cave, probably in
1910, by Frank James, who
was 57 at the time..Little
liberty taken here. But to tell
the rest of the story, E.- A.
Martel and Floyd Collins
descend 1000 feet into
Mammoth Cave on an electric
winch that Martel has brought
from France. Meanwhile, Jim
White,
played by Daryll
Ripplesix, piano player in the
bordello with two of his team,
Anna Bandana and Billy
Eyelash, have entered the cave
underwater, found the gold,
and are setting an ambush for
Martel and Collins. "
Summersault enthralled
everybody.
I said, "A couple little
problems here. You can't
descend 1000 feet into
Mammoth Cave unless you
start 1400 feet in the air. You
might get 400 feet starting
from the surface. Also, the
electric winch for cave entry
was invented about 1950 in
France. French caver Marcel
Loubens was killed in Pierre
St. Martin when he fell off the
electric winch in 1952. And
another thing, the first
underwater entry to Mammoth
Cave was a swim by two
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Louisville, KY cave SCUBA
divers in 1974. The amateurs
could not have made the halfmile swim underwater or
above."
Summersault Moron was hot,
"I suppose you are going to
claim there was no bordello in
Carlsbad, NM in 1813!"
Summersault turned in fierce
anger to producer-director
Havens Tbetsi and shook his
finger at him, "Either you fire
Ergor Rubreck, or I quit!!!"
"Let's see, Ergor, I am paying
you $485,350 as Tech Advisor,
and I'm paying scenario writer
W. S u m m e r s a u l t M o r o n
$4,850,000, and our budget is
$259,000,000. Given the
circumstances, Ergor, I'm
going to have to let you go.
But we'll keep your name on
file."
That was a bitter pill to
swallow. I was sure that with
good technical advice the film
would be a great success -maybe win Tbetsi an Oscar.
But I could not have foreseen
the writer's thin skin and the
investment already committed
to him. On the other hand,
there were a few hints already
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that the writer and I might
tangle in earnest as the project
progressed.
However, I'm an optimist.
Havens said he'd keep my
name in his file, so I knew that
the next big cave movie that
came up, I'd get my shot if I
were a good sport about this
setback.
I submitted my
expenses for a round trip
airfare and two nights in Motel
6, plus incidentals. The bill
came to $2,200.
Havens
opened his wallet at the same
time W. Summersault Moron
took out his billfold. Both of
them peeled out a $1,000 bill
and two $100s. Havens Tbetsi
gave me another $100 bill, and
said, "Nice to know you,
Ergor, and good luck to you."
Days later I remembered that
Stephen Bishop (1810 - 1857)
couldn't be in an 1813 film as a
three-year old. But last week I
learned the film had been retitled "Cave of Godzilla" and
the "Based on a true story" had
been replaced by "Authentic
horror! You'll scream!!" I can
hardly wait to receive Havens'
phone call.
And see the
electric winch explode.
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