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Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com
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i n d i v i d u a l , o r $ 2 0 p e r f a m i l y.
4 Memberships renewable on January
1st.
Dues can be mailed to the
membership
committee chairman:
6
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Dayton Underground Grotto Survey
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6 Mike Hood
4668 Airway Rd.
7 Riverside, OH 45431-1368
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8 Please make check payable to:
Dayton Underground Grotto

Some Thoughts on Wormfest

Cover Photo: Tessie Carter at the Mullin’s Station mines.
You can also pay with PayPal.
Photo by Mike Hood

http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipand-renewals.html
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The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website, or from
DUGCarbideCourier.weebly.com. The newsletter is published
monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by Friday
preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions to
mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2014 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
July 13

DUG regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Roger and Lynn Brucker’s house

July 14-18

NSS Convention at the new NSS facility, Huntsville, Alabama
http://nss2014.caves.org/

July 19

Americana Underground and Grayson Lake Paddle Trip at Carter Caves Resort Park

August 8-10

61st Indiana Cave Capers, Crawford County Fairgrounds, Indiana (hosted by the Central
Indiana Grotto) http://cig.caves.org/pages/capers.html

September 6 Annual grotto picnic and auction at the “Great Rice Preserve.” Bring a dish to share,

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact our treasurer, Pam Carpenter, to purchase one (pcarpenter@woh.rr.com). Or, send a
check to:
Pam Carpenter
3715 Woodman Drive
Kettering, OH 45429
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Ergor’s Vegetable Bat Adventure
By Ergor Rubreck
I thought I knew all things
worth knowing about the many
varieties of cave bats. My
research had extensively
covered Mexican Fruit Bats
that during the night raid
maraschino cherry trees, date
palms, fig bushes, and grape
arbors. But on one of my trips
to Guatemala I was introduced
to the little known and seldom
studied Vegetable Bats. I met
S r. R o d r i g u e z J i m e n e z
Mendez, famed biospeleogist
at his office in the Grande
Speleologico Instituto de
America del Sur. I was
enthralled at his stuffed bat
collection that hung on strings
from his ceiling. “Careful,” he
said, “some of the bats are
alive but appear dead. The
may defecate on your head.” I
admired his rhyming
cleverness as I scraped off tiny
black rice-like substances from
my hair.
As a fellow bat aficionado, we
exchanged a few Latin terms to
establish our creds with each
other. He wondered if I wished
to accompany him to Cuava
Negro in the Sierra de
Guatemalan Andes. He wanted
to study the Vegetable Bat. I
had never heard of the
Vegetable Bat, so I casually
said, “Related to the fruit bat,
right?”

“No!” he explained. “Entirely
different! The Vegetable Bat
eats turnips, parsnips, and
rutabagas. No fruit!” Naturally
I accepted his invitation to
study the Vegetable Bat in its
habitat. (Clever rhyme, no?)
Fortunately my cave gear was
already packed.. He requested
I not bring my bat net, as the
Vegetable Bats could only be
caught by a special gossamer
hair net, finely woven by Lake
Titicaca fisherwomen in the
winter season.
Nothing prepared me for the
bumpy ride over deeply rutted
roads that clung to the
mountainside as we wound our
way upward. Boulders
cascaded from above,
bouncing on the road ahead of
us and over the sheer drop to
the valley below. We pulled off
at a wide place. A cave
entrance yawned in the cliff.
Since it was daylight, we saw
no bats flying. I had been
thinking about the tidbit of diet
information Sr. Mendez had
shared. “Don’t the natives miss
their produce when the
Vegetable Bats eat their
harvest?” I asked.
“We do not know. Here comes
one now. We will ask.” I
looked in the air for a
Vegetable Bat, but saw only a
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farmer astride an ox headed
d o w n t h e m o u n t a i n . S r.
Mendez approached the farmer
and engaged in a hand-waving
exchange that I could not
overhear. Later, “He says the
bats do NOT eat the
vegetables, but the crop of
tubers has been disappointing
for the past twenty years.
Farmers plant turnips,
parsnips, and rutabagas along
with potatoes, carrots, and
Lima beans. When they
harvest, there are never any
turnips, parsnips, or rutabagas,
just potatoes, carrots, and Lima
beans,” That puzzled me, as
the latter are vegetables, not
fruit. Why did one crop fail
while the other thrived?
Clearly, Dr. Mendez wanted to
know, too.
Upon entering the cave we
could hear the bats fluttering
and squeaking. I knew the
squeaking was not ultrasonic
echo location, which is
inaudible to humans. But we
must have disturbed them with
our conversation. I asked Sr.
Mendez about the
contradiction. He had said that
Vegetable Bats eat only
turnips, parsnips, and
rutabagas, but the farmer said
the bats did not eat those
specific vegetables. “How do
you know what they eat?”
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“I have analyzed the bat
scat,” (another rhyme) he
replied. “It is rich in tuber
fiber, but not carrot, potato, or
Lima bean.” Ah, maybe Ergor
could make a scientific
breakthrough and solve the
mystery.
I brushed some
droppings out of my hair, since
I had not yet put on my hard
hat. I had expected to see
black rice-like pellets, but
instead saw brown earth.
Could it be a clue to the
mystery?
I asked Sr. Dr. Mendez where
the farmers lived. He told me
they live on a terrace farther up
the mountain. Their huts ring
their gardens, and they have
invested in metal roofing to
build rain catchments since
there are no wells at that
elevation. “They are largely
self- sufficient and use ox carts
for transportation. They bring
their produce to market on
weekends and bring back
servesa. Subsistence
economy.” We plunged deeper
into the cave and the
overpowering odor of
ammonia assaulted our senses.
Crunchy mud on examination
turned out to be cockroaches
scurrying over bat feces. “This
– how you call it – shit, is what

JULY 2014
I placed under the microscope
to determine the Vegetable
Bat’s menu.”
Drat! More brown earth
descending on my hard hat. I
suggested we go outside for
lunch, but Sr. Mendez said we
must trap a specimen first.
From a matchbox he extracted
a f in e n e t, w h ic h w h e n
unfolded measured about 6 x 9
meters (we scientists like to
use metric terms.) He extracted
from his pack what looked like
mechanical pencils, but I saw
they were lightweight
telescopic tent poles when he
extended them. With the net
erected at the entrance we
returned to our vehicle and ate
lunch.
On our return we found a
Vegetable Bat struggling to
free himself from the net.
Success! With Mendez’s
approval, I carefully removed
the bat from the net.
His
wingspan was roughly 2/3 of a
meter. What immediately
struck me was a brown stain
around the bat’s mouth. White
nose syndrome? “We do not
have white nose in
Guatemala!” said Mendez. He
seemed to take personal
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offense at my observation, like
some cavers I know.
“I am calling this brown nose
syndrome,” I said, marking
down the term in my science
notebook. Mendez seemed
nonplussed. “It looks like the
brown earth that has been
dropping on my head.”
Mendez shook his head in
disgust.
“No bat burrows in the ground
like a pig for truffles!” He was
hot. He registered his
displeasure at my observation
by abruptly packing his gear
and stamping off toward the
cave entrance, making a
squishy sound as he went. I
followed. He was fuming and
he refused to speak to me as he
wheeled his SUV around and
down the mountain road.
On the airplane home I had an
“ah ha!” moment. The
Vegetable Bats were eating the
turnips, parsnips, and rutabagas when those vegetables
protruded from the ceiling of
the cave! No wonder the
farmers were disappointed
when they harvested their
produce. Yet, the mystery
remains. Why did they NOT
eat the carrots and potatoes?
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Dayton Underground Grotto Survey
Here are the final results of the survey that was
on the Dayton Underground Grotto web page.
Only 12 percent of our membership participated.
(there are no changes from the June issue article):
“Would you like to see the grotto return to
monthly meetings?”
Yes - 3 (50%)
No - 3 (50%)
“Would you like to have the annual Christmas
party again?”
Yes - 6 (85.71%)
No - 1 (14.29%)

Kentucky - 2 (28.57%)
Ohio - 2 - (28.57%)
Tennessee - 0 (0%)
West Virginia - 0 (0%)
Other - 0 (0%)
“Would you like to see the grotto offer cave
trips:”
Monthly - 4 (57.14%)
Quarterly - 2 (28.57%)
Don’t Care - 1 (14.29%)
Annually - 0 (0%)
“Would you be willing to lead a grotto cave
trip?”

“Where would you like to see Wormfest return
to?”
Indiana - 3 (42.86%)

No - 5 (71.43%)
Yes - 2 (28.57%)
Maybe - 0 (0%)

Some Thoughts on Wormfest
By Mike Hood
Wormfest. What memories (if any) does it bring
back for you? For me, it’s memories of a small
caving event that brought together grotto
members and guests for a weekend of fellowship,
caving, and fun.
Wormfest was an annual event held in various
states (Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, West
Virginia, and yes, Nevada). Unfortunately, this
annual tradition has gone by the wayside. Why?
Lack of interest? The price of gas? WNS?
Distance to travel? I don’t think there is any one
specific reason.

However, I think we can get the Wormfest back
on track for 2015. It wouldn’t have to be a big
event. Here are some ideas to ponder:
- Hold it at the Great Saltpetre Preserve
- Charge a minimal fee ($10 to $15)
- Make the Wormfeast a pitch-in affair, with the
grotto providing hamburgers and hotdogs
- Have a raffle (I’m sure we can get donations)
- Have cave trips
Keep it a “no-frills” event this next time, just to
get the interest back up. We can then expand and
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return to hosting it in other states. However, my suggestion is to not have it more than a four-hour drive
from Dayton. Any more than that is a tough sell for a Friday to Sunday event.
So, what are your thoughts?
Next month’s issue will address the Christmas party.

Assistance Needed with Youth Trips
Afternoon cavers!
Below are future youth group caving dates and their current need for guides and tailgunners:
Date Youth Group(s) Guides Needed Tailgunners Needed
7/12/2014 Cub Scout Pack 186 (Dent, OH) & Boy Scout Troop 16 (Centerville, IN) 3 3+
7/13/2014 Boy Scout Troop 31 (Fort Wright, KY) 2 2+
7/19/2014 High Adventure Girl Scouts (Cleveland, OH) & Cincinnati High-Adventure Club (Cincinnati,
OH) 1 1+
8/9/2014 Boy Scout Troop 155 (Clarksville, OH) & Boy Scout Troop 850 (Cincinnati, OH) 5 5+
8/23/2014 Varsity Scout Team 837 (Hebron, KY) 1 1+
While most youth group caving is on Saturday, you're welcome to come down to GSP just for the day or
spend the whole weekend (your camping fees are waived when helping with youth groups).
The camping donations collected from youth groups play a large part in the upkeep of GSP, so guiding
or tailgunning is a quick and easy way of giving back to the preserve while passing on your knowledge
and skill to future generations of cavers.
And speaking of tailgunning - no experience is needed! So even if you're brand new to the grotto, you're
more than welcome to join and youth group caving is the perfect opportunity to hone your skill, learn
new caves, and meet other cavers!
If interested in taking the lead as a guide or tail gunner or have any questions, please email me off-list at
darryl@darrylmarsh.com. If you're interested, but need a ride down, I can put you in touch with others
already signed up.
Thank you!
Darryl Marsh
Greater Cincinnati Grotto
Youth Group Coordinator
Darryl@darrylmarsh.com

The Carbide Courier - Page 7

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 6!

JULY 2014

Americana Underground and Grayson Lake Paddle Trip at
Carter Caves State Resort Park
JULY 19: Americana Sounds Underground Heath and Molly will be jamming inside of the Ball Room
of Cascade Cave. The cave will be rocking with the husband and wife duo that deliver soulful vocals,
smooth harmonies, thick acoustic guitar grooves, organic djembe rhythms, a rock-solid kick drum and
various other percussion combine to create a high-energy musical landscape. Tickets are $7 for adults
and $4 for kids (children 2 & under are free) at the door and seating is not provided so it is BYOC
(Bring your own chairs.) Popcorn and drink concessions will be available (cash only). Concert begins
at 8pm doors open 15 minutes before show.
JULY 19: Grayson Lake Paddle Trip. Grayson lake is a cliff-lined reservoir that is absolutely beautiful.
Considered by some as the most aesthetically pleasing paddle within 75 miles of this area. This is
approximately a 7 mile loop canoe or kayak trip on flat water. The park does not have kayaks, although
paddlers have the option to bring their own kayak for the trip. We will meet at Carter Caves State Parks
Welcome Center and take about a 40 minute commute to the launch area. From there we will be on the
water for about 4-5 hours. We will find a nice rock outcrop and stretch our legs and take a lunch break.
Canoes, paddles and life vests will be provided along with transportation to and from the put in and a
guide or two to top it all off. If you plan to bring your own kayak please make this known when
registering for the trip. This trip can be canceled due to extreme weather conditions. Equipment
suggestions include sunscreen, hat, camera, lunch, water, and a dry bag to put your equipment in. The
cost is $35 per person. The trip will meet at the Carter Caves State Parks Welcome Center at
8:30am. Limited space is available and you must call the park at 1-800-325-0059 to pre-register.

Carter Caves State Resort Park
344 Caveland Drive
Olive Hill ,Kentucky 41164
606-286-4411or 800-325-0059
Any day underground is a great day! Come see why at Carter Caves.
Kentucky State Parks -Create your own Experience.
www.parks.ky.gov
Become a KySP fan at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kentucky-State-Parks/152588316577
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DEDICATED TO THE EXPLORATION,
STUDY, AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES

Proposed façade

The NSS has purchased a new headquarters!
Property Highlights:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

94+ acres of mostly forested land with two known caves
A 31,000 sq. ft. building -- plenty of space for a larger office, library, bookstore, and secure storage.
The design will accommodate an easy remodel to upgrade and suit our needs.
Five conference rooms for hosting cave & karst related seminars such as NCRC or NCKMS.
A banquet hall that will accommodate 800 seated diners.
A caver-ready campground complete with power, water, bathrooms, and picnic pavilions.
Outstanding opportunities to increase the NSS’s value to caves, cavers, and speleologists!

We need your help!
We are relying on your support to cover the cost of purchasing and remodeling the property.

There are several ways you can be a part of this vital project:
9 Sustaining Donor - This program provides the NSS with a steady, reliable source of monthly income
specifically for the new headquarters. Sign up for as little as $5 a month to make regular contributions
automatically through your credit card, debit card or automatic bank draft.
9 Team 404 – 404 NSS members donating $25 a month will cover our mortgage payments. Sign up for
$25 a month –or- any combination of $300 a year or more and automatically become one of our core
fundraisers - Team 404! You will receive a nice polo shirt showing your commitment to our Society.
9 Buy-A-Brick – For each $100 donation, we will laser engrave your message in a brick for all to see.
The bricks will be used for a patio area, walkways, or other ornamental features.
9 Buy-A-Block – For each $50 donation, we will designate one block in the outer wall as “your block.”
The block map will be on display in the new NSS Headquarters and kept as a permanent record.
Visit the HQComm web pages
for the latest progress and photos:
http://caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml

Questions?
Contact fundraising@caves.org
or president@caves.org
for additional information.
94+ acres with large buildings, parking lot & campground

Part of our new
Library space

Photos © 2012, Glenn Baeske / The Huntsville Times

Campground & Picnic Pavilions
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YES! I’d like make a donation to support our new
NSS Headquarters & Conference Center.
Name : ____________________________________________________
Email : ______________________________________________

NSS # : _________________

Phone :________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Please indicate your level of support:
Team 404 membership: Please charge my credit card $_________ per (Month/Year) until I contact you
in writing or the mortgage is paid. (Minimum $25 per month or $300 per year.)
Team 404 Shirt size:

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

M

F

Sustaining Donor: Charge $_______ per month ($5 min.) until I contact you or the mortgage is paid.
Buy-A-Brick: Number of bricks @ $100 each: ______ Total $:__________
When purchasing bricks write your message below (max 3 lines, 20 characters per line). Text will be centered.
Line 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Buy-A-Block: Number of blocks @ $50 each: ______ Total $:__________
One time donation $__________
Payment: We suggest you use your NSS Visa card!
Enclosed is my check payable to: The National Speleological Society
Please charge my credit card:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Automatic bank withdrawal – Contact the office to give your details: (256) 852-1300, nss@caves.org
Billing address if different from above: ____________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Credit card number: ____________________________________________ Expires: _____/_________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________
Your signature: ___________________________________________________

3-Digit CCV _______
Date _____/______

Mail to: NSS Headquarters, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810-4431
Or scan and e-mail to: nss@caves.org
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC) • GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG)
• DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&

There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these organized
events and club activities but we think it is important for you to know in
advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS

I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks: 1)
Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with crossing,
climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of equipment;
4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and ability to follow
or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling, walking, or stooping; 5)
fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which may cause injury in and
of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase the risk of accident; 6) my
own inadequate equipment and lack of training; 7) the risk of head injury by
falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling, tripping, my own failure to wear a
helmet, and banging my head on rock protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level
ground and walking surfaces such as breakdown, mud, cave formations,
water, gravel, and rocks which may cause falls, twisted ankles, and other
bodily injury; 9) the complicated labyrinth of passages in a cave which may
cause me and other members of my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all
caves are underground they may flood and have high water levels which can
cause drowning, hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion
from or entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or
falls of other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the
very definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence of
good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals, dogs,
vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and egress
to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated with
swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19) wild
animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or the
cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises that these events are held at.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not complete
and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, or

death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving club, events
and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for which I am
responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the minor is)
physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized caving
clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or studying the
cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child may bring along.
I/we/he participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I assume full
responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including death) and
any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of
my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents or injury
caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these activities and
organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour guides, fellow
explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such negligence is
comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks associated with
organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave exploration and with
utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a cave and understand the
technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that climbing in a cave, cave
exploration, and particularly cave diving are inherently dangerous sports. I/we
acknowledge that wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets
and equipment are basic safety precautions and that wearing a UIAA
approved helmet may help prevent head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand
and accept that it is not the responsibility of RKC, GCG, DUG, or BGG,
volunteers, trip leaders or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this
equipment and wear(s) it before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our
sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bits or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to, participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it, I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, DUG, and
BGG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose land I may
cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, co-owners,
spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every land owner,
municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property such activity is
conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for personal injury, property
damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible from any cause
whatsoever. This document is the property of the Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy. (Last updated 8/17/08)

ADULT CAVER/SPELUNKER: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________
DATE SIGNED:________________________________________________ WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR
PARENT/LEGAL CUSTODIAL GUARDIAN____________________________________________________________________________________
Of The Minor - If Not Accompanying Minor
Printed Name
and
Signature
PRINTED NAME(S) of minors covered by the above agreement:

Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
WITNESS:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature
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Date

