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Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com
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3 Annual membership is $15 per
4 individual, $20 per family, or $7.50 for
full-time students.
Memberships
4 renewable on January 1st. Dues can
5 be mailed to the membership committee
chairman:
6
8 John Cassidy
9 414 Michigan Ave.
Troy, OH 45373
10
11 Please make check payable to:
12 Dayton Underground Grotto

Cover Photo: Colin Gatland, Traci Hacker, and Mike
Hood after a trip from Skylight Dome to Hurricane Pit
entrances of Pine Hill Cave. These entrances are now
owned by the Rockcastle Karst Conservancy. Find out
more on page 8.
Volume 23, Issue 6

July 2016

You can also pay with PayPal.

http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipand-renewals.html

The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website. The newsletter is
published monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by
Friday preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions
to mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2016 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
July 10

Regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Walter E. Stebbins High School (in the Student
Activity Center, behind the main school building).

July 16-23

NSS Convention (75th Anniversary) - Ely, NV http://nss2016.caves.org/

August 5-7

Indiana Cave Capers at Lawrence County Recreational Park
http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/

August 12-14 21st Wormfest at Great Saltepetre Preserve
(http://www.dugcaves.com/wormfest2016.html)
August 13

Regular membership meeting in the field at Wormfest. Will be held after the
Wormfeast.

September 9-11 Caver Appreciation Weekend at Great Saltpetre Preserve
September 11 RKC Fall Meeting, 10am, at Great Saltpetre Preserve
September 11 Regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Walter E. Stebbins High School (in the Student
Activity Center, behind the main school building).

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact Tom, to purchase one (cottrell.thomas@att.net).
We are officially the 184th different NSS affiliated grotto to have produced a patch
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Grotto Get T0gethers
How many “DUGsters” would be interested in a grotto “Get Together” every couple of
months or so? These would be separate from the monthly meeting and would be an
informal way of socializing without a business meeting. It could be meeting at a
restaurant for dinner, a cook out, picnic, etc. If this is something you think is worth
pursuing, e-mail your ideas to DaytonUndergroundGrotto@gmail.com.

Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Conservation Committee
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Rescue Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.
The Carbide Courier - Page 4
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Getting Involved with the NSS
Mike Hood, NSS 24166RL FE
It should come as no surprise
to anyone who knows me that
I’m a big supporter of the
National Speleological Society
(NSS). While I belong to, and
am involved with, other
organizations, the NSS has
always been my favorite (and
as my wife often says, my true
first-love).
I joined the NSS in 1983 and
have believed in its mission
since the first day I joined. I
also wish that everyone who
calls him or herself a caver
was a member of the NSS.
After all, its strength in
numbers that helps the
society’s cause when dealing
with government agencies and
issues such as White Nose
Syndrome.
However, my
opinion on NSS membership is
an article for another day.
What I’m here to discuss today
is how to get involved with the
NSS. I’ve often been asked
how one gets involved with the
NSS at the national-level.
Well, it really isn’t that hard to
do. While you can certainly
promote the goals of the NSS
by working at the grotto-level,
there is a great deal of
satisfaction that comes with
volunteering at the nationallevel.

As I mentioned earlier, I joined
the NSS in 1983 and chaired
my first NSS committee in
1984 (the Cave Ownership and
Management Committee). I’ll
tell you how easy that came
about. I was a member of the
Central Indiana Grotto at that
time and we had just finished a
trip to Doghill-Donohue Cave
and were now sitting at the
Bedford, Indiana, Long John
Silver’s to get something to
eat. I was sitting with past
NSS president, Tom Rea, who
was the NSS SecretaryTreasurer at that time.
I
innocently asked Tom “How
does one get on a national
committee?” His answer was
simple, “You just ask.” When
he realized I was serious about
wanting to get involved, he
leaned across the table and
asked me if I wanted to chair a
committee. Before I probably
had time to really think about
it, I said “yes!” Well, just a
couple months later I was
approved by the NSS Board of
Governors as the new
chairman of the above
mentioned committee. Since
then I have been involved with
the society in some capacity as
a committee member,
chairman, national officer or
director ever since, and I’ve
not regretted it once.
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So, if I’ve peaked your interest
in getting involved at the
national-level, and you think
you’d like to give it a try,
here’s how to do it:
Find a committee you’re
interested in and simply
contact the committee
chairman and offer your
services as a volunteer. Many
NSS committees are looking
for help. In many instances
NSS committees are really
“committees of one” in that it’s
the chairman and no one else.
Or, volunteer to chair a
committee. At the time I’m
writing this article, the NSS is
looking for chairmen, or
members, for the following
committees:
- Webmaster for Conservation
Committee Web Pages
- Social Media Committee
Members
- Environmental Education
Chair
- R e g i o n a l Yo u t h G r o u p
Coordinators
- Server Administrator
- Volunteer Value Database
Manager
(Continued on page 7)
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MINUTES OF THE DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
June 12, 2016
1. Vice Chairman James Clements called the meeting to order at 7:20pm. 10 people were in attendance.
Officers in attendance were:
Chairman – Absent at start of meeting
Vice Chairman – James Clements
Secretary – Mike Hood
Treasurer – Rebekah Sweet
Board Member – Don Conover
Board Member – Fred Ball (absent)
2. Vice Chairman Clements informed the grotto that a Boy Scout troop will be at the Great Saltpetre
Preserve the same weekend as Wormfest. After some discussion it was determined there are no issues
with them being there at the same time and the scouts will be informed as to what areas will be off-limits
to them (such as the shelter and kitchen).
3. Vice Chairman Clements discussed Wormfest. He is still getting prices for tank tops instead of tshirts.
4. Chairman Tama Cassidy arrived at the meeting at 7:45pm and assumed chair of the meeting.
5. Chairman Cassidy will be leading a grotto trip to either Climax or Arthur Singleton Cave on June 25th.
6. Treasurer Sweet gave the treasurer’s report. We have $3071.91 in checking, and $1591.90 in savings.
7. There was discussion about who was attending the NSS Convention and Karst-o-Rama.
8. Secretary Hood conducted the second reading of the proposed Bylaws amendment that revises the
club’s membership categories (attachment 1 to these minutes). The first reading was at the April
meeting. After the reading, Hood moved to approve the amendment. Phil Davis seconded. Motion
passed.
9. There was no program tonight.
10. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm. The next meeting will be held July 10th. The July meeting
may be at the Brucker’s. Chairman Tama will contact them about a pool party for July.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Hood
Secretary
The Carbide Courier - Page 6
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Attachment 1

DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
BYLAWS
I.

MEMBERSHIP
A. Applications.
1. Applications for membership shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by dues.
2. There shall be the following classes of membership:
a. Regular. Individuals which are National Speleological Society (NSS) members,
and have paid current Dayton Underground Grotto (DUG) dues. These members
are full members with normal privileges.
b. Family. Individuals related to and residing with at least one regular member.
These members are equivalent to regular members, except they don’t receive
copies of publications.
c. Honorary. These members are full regular members and are exempt from dues.
This honor shall be given out not more than once in a calendar year.
d. Distinguished. These members are full regular members exempt from dues for a
three year period.
2. The grotto shall have membership categories as determined by the Executive
Committee and described in an approved grotto act.

(Getting Involved with the NSS, continued from page 5)
So, If I’ve gotten your attention, and if you think you’d like to step up to something beyond the local
level, here’s the web page to visit: https://caves.org/info/volunteer.shtml. You can read the job
descriptions of the above named volunteer positions there.
If you’re a member of the NSS, consider volunteering. I think you’ll be glad to you did and will feel a
sense of accomplishment knowing your efforts are making a difference in the largest caving organization
in the world!
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Skylight Preserve Information
On April 29, 2016, The Rockcastle Karst Conservancy Acquired Ownership of the Skylight Dome and
Hurricane Pit entrances to Pine Hill Cave.
Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make this purchase happen!
RKC had to borrow the funds from four generous cavers, plus a significant portion of our Land
Acquisition Fund, in order to purchase the Skylight Preserve. Donations are needed now to repay
our lenders and to rebuild our Land Acquisition Fund, so we can be positioned for our next cave
purchase. Please keep caves available for our use and studyby donating below to the RKC Loan
Repayment Fund.
You can help use your credit card or your PayPal account to help us pay off our loan in one of two ways:
A generous single-payment donation, or a monthly-recurring donation that is easier on your budget.
Recurring monthly donations should be at least $10, but more is better! For the price of a couple
packs of cigarettes or a few beers or sodas, both you and the caves will be healthier. Whichever
option you choose, before clicking the final confirmation on PayPal, please add a "Note to the
Seller" that your donation is for the RKC Loan Repayment Fund.
To find out more information, please visit this website: http://www.rkci.org/skylight/default.htm
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Volunteers Needed for Youth Group Trips
As summer camp season comes to a close for boy and girl scouts, caving requests pick back up!
Looking at the calendar we have the following needs:
Pre-cave presentations:
Tuesday evening - July 26th in Cincinnati (Monfort Heights)
A Sunday afternoon in Late July/Early August in Clarksville, OH
Trip leaders and tailgunners:
Every weekend in August!
Especially on the weekend of July 6th where we'll have close to 100 scouts and adults getting
underground.
Here's how to sign up in 3 easy steps:
1. Click this link to go to our volunteer sign-up page on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/PyiP8g
2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on VolunteerSpot)
3. Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you an automated confirmation and reminders.
Easy!
Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email
address, please contact me at darryl@darrylmarsh.com or 513-967-6179 and I can sign you up manually.
Thank you!
Darryl Marsh
Greater Cincinnati Grotto
Caving Outreach Coordinator
Darryl@darrylmarsh.com
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Mark your calendars for August 12-14 for the 21st Wormfest!! It will be held at the
Great Saltpetre Preserve in Rockcastle County, Kentucky. Vice Chairman, James
Clements, is hard at work putting together a fun-filled weekend of caving, food, and
camaraderie. The registration form can be found on pages 14-16 of this newsletter.
More information can be found here: http://www.dugcaves.com/wormfest2016.html.

The Carbide Courier - Page 11

VOLUME 23, ISSUE 6!

JULY 2016

LOCATION OF GROTTO
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The DUG meetings are held at 7:00pm at Walter E. Stebbins High School, 1900 Harshman Road,
Riverside, Ohio 45424. The meeting is in the Student Activity Center. It’s the grey building located
behind the main high school building. Park in the large parking lot adjacent to the building.

Front of high school

Student Activity Center (behind main school)
The Carbide Courier - Page 12
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2016 Wormfest
August 12-14, 2016
Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Mt. Vernon, Kentucky
www.dugcaves.com/wormfest2016.html

Pre-registration ends on July 15, 2016
Principle Registrant’s Name: _________________________________________________________________
Grotto(s) You Belong to: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________
Home Phone: _______________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Emergency Contact/Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________
Additional Family Members (do not receive guidebooks): _________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ Total Family Members: ______

The following prices are good for pre-registration only (up to July 15).
Principle Registrant

$25

AFTER JULY 15:
$30

X

$

Spouse and Children (no guidebook)

$15

$20

X

$

Children under 12

FREE

FREE

X

$ FREE

Electric Site

$6

$10

X

$

T-Shirt S_____ M _____ L _____ XL _____
XXL _____ Other Size _______

$15

$20

X

$

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_________________
Make Checks Payable to Dayton Underground Grotto.
Mail by July 15 to:
Mike Hood
4668 Airway Rd.
Dayton, OH 45431-1368
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The Dayton Underground Grotto welcomes you to our 21st Wormfest! Your registration fee includes Friday
and Saturday night camping, caving, one guidebook, and the Saturday night Wormfeast. T-shirts are available
at an additional cost and are only guaranteed for pre-registrations. Also, please note Rockcastle County is a dry
county.
Electric sites are an additional $6 ($10 after July 15) per night per each electric site and are limited in
availability. It is recommended you pre-register if you want one. You will be notified if electric sites are no
longer available. No air conditioners are allowed as the electric sites cannot handle large loads in excess of
10amps per site. You must be in an approved designated electric site along the pole to use electric. Long
extension cords are not permitted.
CONTACT THE WORMFEST CHAIRMAN, JAMES CLEMENTS, IF YOU NEED ANY ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION. (j766clements@gmail.com)

NOTICE: You must also sign the GSP waiver on the next page if you
have not already submitted a waiver for 2016.
DIRECTIONS TO GREAT SALTPETRE CAVE PRESERVE:
I75 to Exit 59 (Mount Vernon, KY). East on Route 25, turn left immediately onto Route 1004. Continue on
Route 1004 to a “T” intersection just past the railroad tracks and bridge. Turn right to continue on 1004. Look
for the second bridge at a sharp bend to the left. Continue for 1/4 mile up the hill and look for the Great
Saltpetre Preserve sign on the right. It is a total of nine miles on Route 1004. Please use caution as 1004 has
sharp bends and steep hills.
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC)
GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • CENTRAL OHIO GROTTO (COG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS,
RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&
There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these
organized events and club activities but we think it is important for you to
know in advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS
I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks:
1) Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with
crossing, climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of
equipment; 4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and
ability to follow or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling,
walking, or stooping; 5) fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which
may cause injury in and of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase
the risk of accident; 6) my own inadequate equipment and lack of training;
7) the risk of head injury by falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling,
tripping, my own failure to wear a helmet, and banging my head on rock
protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level ground and walking surfaces such as
breakdown, mud, cave formations, water, gravel, and rocks which may
cause falls, twisted ankles, and other bodily injury; 9) the complicated
labyrinth of passages in a cave which may cause me and other members of
my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all caves are underground they
may flood and have high water levels which can cause drowning,
hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion from or
entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or falls of
other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the very
definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence
of good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals,
dogs, vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and
egress to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated
with swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19)
wild animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or
the cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises at which these events are
held.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not

complete and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury,
illness, or death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving
club, events and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for
which I am responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the
minor is) physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized
caving clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or
studying the cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child
may bring along. I/we/he/she participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I
assume full responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including
death) and any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to
or loss of my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents
or injury caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these
activities and organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour
guides, fellow explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such
negligence is comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks
associated with organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave
exploration and with utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a
cave and understand the technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that
climbing in a cave, cave exploration, and particularly cave diving are
inherently dangerous sports. I/we acknowledge that wearing appropriate
clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets and equipment are basic safety
precautions and that wearing a UIAA approved helmet may help prevent
head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand and accept that it is not the
responsibility of RKC, GCG, BGG, DUG, or COG, volunteers, trip leaders
or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this equipment and wear(s) it
before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bites or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it; I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge
or for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, BGG,
DUG, and COG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose
land I may cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, coowners, spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every
land owner, municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property
such activity is conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for
personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or
any minor in my charge or for which I am parent, legal guardian or
otherwise responsible from any cause whatsoever. This document is the
property of the Rockcastle Karst Conservancy. (Last updated 9/2/2015)

Adult Caver or Visitor:___________________________________ Signature: ____________________________

Names:
please print clearly

Minor: ___________________________________ Age: ________ Relationship: __________________________
Minor: ___________________________________ Age: ________ Relationship: __________________________
Minor: ___________________________________ Age: ________ Relationship: __________________________

Address of Adult:_____________________________________________________ Phone Number: _______________________
Date Signed:____________________________________________ Witness: __________________________________________
THIS WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR SIGNED

The Carbide Courier - Page 16

