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the January edition of the Carbide Courier
Happy Birthday!

Welcome, New Members!
Bob Fulcher from Beavercreek, OH
Kathyrn Burgess from Columbus, OH
Tim Grissom from West Liberty, OH
Howard Cobb from Kettering, OH

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:

Jeff Chase
Will Seehawer

Pam Carpenter
Tom Cottrell
Dan Dimiduk
Mike Haines
Tim Hale
Michael LeMay
Jeff Conarroe
Jim Perkins
Ray Blowers
Sabrina Simon

June 05
June 09
June 11
June 13
June 17
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 25
June 26
June 28
June 30

From the Chair...
Thanks to all who showed up and helped with the DUG Work Weekend. There were
five times the folks this year as last and quite a bit of work got done. It takes a lot of
folks to accomplish this work at GSP and please feel free to spend some time this
summer helping with the grounds if you can.
At our last EC meeting, we voted to send a check for $100.00 to the Southeastern Cave
Conservancy for the Tumbling Rock Cave Preserve Although this is just a drop in the
bucket we wanted to send them a thank you and our support too for this monumental
task in managing this newest cave in the SCCI family.
Keep up the articles for Amanda and the carbide Courier, it is the best way to share
your thoughts and adventures with the rest of the group. The Courier is also a great
reference for what is comin up, what happened at the last meeting, contact and meeting information, birthdays and new member introductions. We have 163 members now
and our newest member is Jim Pisarowicz, a long time NSS member and Lew Bicking
award winner. In July, Jim is going to tell us about some of his explorations south of
the boarder. Tell a friend, bring your neighbor, and let’s have a ball at the next meeting!

Looking forward to seeing you,

Ron Fulcher
Ron Fulcher
DUG Chairman
NSS 44706RL

Review of the Month...
Trapped
The Story of Floyd Collins (1998)
revised edition by Robert K. Murray
and Roger W. Brucker. University
Press of Kentucky, Lexington. Paperback, 360 pages, 6" x 9" format, ISBN 978-0-8131-01538. Available for $19.95. Reviewed by Danny A. Brass.

Squirming one’s way through long
stretches of barely passable tunnel
can evoke latent fears of an unexpected cave-in in just about anyone. Fortunately, such accidents are
far less common than the nightmare
scenarios that tight squeezes may
engender in one’s imagination. As
horrific as the thought of being
crushed flat by the sudden collapse
of untold tons of rock only inches
above one’s head may sound, this
might actually not be the worst fate
that can befall a caver. Indeed,
the possibility of being helplessly
trapped by either a partial cavein/rockfall or by becoming tightly
wedged in a narrow passageway
may very well be a far worse
nightmare for a caver to face. For
an individual helplessly wedged in
a tight passageway, perhaps with
legs immobilized by fallen rocks
and arms pinned tightly at one’s
side, assistance from others may
remain one’s only hope of escape.
And so, a trapped caver must wait
for rescue. If lucky enough to be
extricated by teammates already
on site, the wait may only be a
matter of minutes. For others, however, minutes may stretch into hours,
hours may stretch into days, and, as
in the case of Floyd Collins, days
may stretch into weeks. The physical agony of long and painful immobilization compounded by an
almost inevitable growing sense of
despair and helplessness at being
trapped can only be imagined by
those who haven’t actually experi-

enced it. For the victim deep
belowground and for loved ones on
the surface, the wait can seem endless. It may be more than some can
endure. And yet, there is generally
little else that one can do except
wait…wait to live, wait to die.

Trapped! is the true story of Floyd
Collins, a central Kentucky caver
who became trapped by rockfall in
the narrow and unstable passages of
Sand Cave on January 30, 1925.
Like many in the area, he had been
searching for that elusive show cave
which could successfully lure business away from gigantic Mammoth
Cave. A prolific caver, Floyd loved
being underground and eagerly explored the numerous caves that dotted this region of Kentucky karst.
Frequently caving alone, without
even notifying others as to where he
was going, he often pushed himself
well beyond conventional limits of
safety. On his way out of Sand Cave
on that fateful Friday in January,
Floyd’s lantern accidentally toppled
over. With his only source of light
unexpectedly extinguished, he was
plunged into darkness in a most inauspicious place: an extremely narrow crawlway, barely wider than his
own body. Continuing forward in
the dark, he kicked out with his foot
and accidentally dislodged a loose
rock that he had carefully avoided
on the way in. This started a small
rockfall. Not more than 125 feet
from the entrance and only some 60
vertical feet underground, he suddenly found himself trapped by the
unrelenting, vise-like grip of Sand
Cave. Tightly wedged in the narrow
passageway, Floyd lay on his side,
unable to move. Like a cork in a
bottle, his arms were tightly pinned
at his sides, one arm beneath him
and the other above. Below him,
both legs were immobilized by fallen

rocks and rubble. Alone on this solo
excursion underground, he was fortunate even to have been found at
all.

For 16 days, rescuers labored in vain
to free Floyd. Primarily as a result
of the reporting of William Burke
“Skeets” Miller, a young reporter for
the Louisville-Courier Journal, the rescue efforts and the ensuing media
circus that developed aboveground
received national attention. For 16
days, the entire country was riveted
to the ongoing progress of rescue
attempts at Sand Cave.
Floyd
Collins had become a household
name and the macabre event firmly
entrenched in American culture.

Trapped! is not a fictionalized novel
of the Floyd Collins saga. It is a
carefully researched and welldocumented re-creation—based on
the best information available—of
the events surrounding Floyd’s entrapment in Sand Cave, the prodigious (if not always wellcoordinated) efforts to free him, and
the media-driven national response
to the event. An introductory section provides an informative history
of nearby Mammoth Cave and a
view of life in 1920s Kentucky cave
country. In particular, the driving
forces of Floyd Collins’ life are put
into perspective to the great cave
wars of the day, a fiercely competitive battle for tourist dollars that
would continue to dominate the
landscape of central Kentucky for
decades to come.

Combining their respective interests
and talents, the authors carefully
blend the flavor of a social and political historian (Murray) with that of

Trapped!
an avid, long-time expedition caver
(Brucker). The result is an exciting
and detailed account, comprehensive
in its scope, of the circumstances
surrounding the Floyd Collins accident and attempted rescue. Highly
descriptive in its tone, Trapped! is
written in an easygoing, conversational style. Murray and Brucker are
successful in conveying a sense of
the carnival-like atmosphere that
developed around Sand Cave and
especially in capturing the everchanging mood and growing sense
of desperation among those people
closest to the rescue, including Floyd
himself. The authors do an excellent
job transporting readers down into
the tight confines of the cave and,
for most of the book, readers will
easily imagine themselves clawing at
rubble side by side with anxious and
frightened rescuers or helplessly entombed in the narrow shaft right
alongside Floyd.

Considering the awkward position
and cramped quarters that rescuers
had to contend with, it was amazing
that any progress at all had been
made in efforts to free Floyd. But
considerable progress had, in fact,
been achieved in digging him free.
And right up until the final tunnel
collapse, which effectively sealed
Floyd off from the world above, rescuers remained cautiously optimistic
(in fact, even after the collapse occurred and the arduous task of sinking a shaft had begun, optimism
among rescue workers still remained
surprisingly high). As the authors
related the painfully slow, day-to-day
progress being made at Sand Cave, I
actually found myself wondering if
the story might not end in a fashion
different than that duly recorded by

history. Such was the magnitude of
the widely fluctuating emotional
tides of the rescue effort and the
detailed presentation by the authors,
which placed the reader in the midst
of the ever-changing action. Like
watching a DVD with an alternate
ending available, I couldn’t help but
think—or hope—that Floyd might
yet survive his ordeal. As such, I
realized that I had joined the throngs
of 1920s well-wishers who had been
standing shoulder to shoulder across
the nation in support of Floyd. Of
course, this turned out not to be the
case and history remained unchanged by the publication of the
first edition of this book more than
half a century later.

In the aftermath of the Floyd Collins
tragedy, several major events transpired which were to have profound
effects on Kentucky caves and
cavers. Most notable among
these were the addition of
Mammoth Cave and its environs to the roster of the National Park Service, creation of
the National Speleological
Society, the famous C-3 expedition to explore the depths of
Collins Crystal Cave, formation
of the Cave Research Foundation, and, in 1972, the celebrated connection of Mammoth and Flint Ridges, making
the Flint Mammoth Cave System the longest known cave in
the world. The significance of
these milestones in speleological history is discussed and put
into historical perspective.
In the preparation of this book,
Brucker actually managed to
secure NPS permission to lead
a small team into Sand Cave.

The cave’s first visitors since being
sealed-off by steel bars, Brucker and
his team were confident that a careful scrutiny of the narrow passageway would shed additional light on
the Collins story. His firsthand description of the cave was far from
inviting.
Murray and Brucker deliver a spellbinding account of one of the most
remarkable dramas in caving history.
A perennial favorite among members of the caving community, this
stirring and well-written narrative
will also hold wide appeal for all wilderness travelers, as well as for anyone interested in the actions of ordinary people facing extraordinary circumstances. For readers who want
to learn more about the incredible
saga of Floyd Collins, Trapped! takes
us as close as we are ever likely to
come to a true echo of the real
event.

GSP REPORT
Thanks to everyone who helped out
with Open House and the field trip
on the Friday before. Bill Carr did
his usual great job of organizing and
running it, Stacy;s beans were delicious, Sheri did a fantastic job of
setting up the sales counter and of
course we couldn’t do it without all
the cavers who helped guide tours
through the cave. A special thanks
to Shawn Pollack, a local caver, who
helped set up and tear down, and
Cassy and friend from BGG for supplying the bluegrass music on Sat.
The number of visitors was down
from the past couple of years, but
that was fine. It kept the groups
smaller. Remember, this is one of
the most important things we do for
the local community.
A new era is beginning in the history
of GSP. No, we are not going to
open it up to the public, but we are
going to do more of what we have
been doing. That will mean more
school field trips, local church
groups, and other groups as necessary. These will be prescheduled by
appointment only as in the past.
Grants will play a big part in helping
to do the things just mentioned and
the GSP/RKC grant seeking committee has been hard at work to

make it happen. More to come on
this.

CAVER BEHAVIOR

ures. As such, we should act like
heroes and set an example for the
kids in our orientation meetings, on
our wild cave trips, and on tours
through Great Saltpetre cave, so
when they leave us and return home
to talk to their family and friends,
they can say “man, that cave was the
greatest thing I’ve ever done and the
leader was really cool”.

Sometimes we greatly under estimate
what we have. Great Saltpetre Preserve is a treasure, a local treasure, to
be protected, maintained, preserved
and shared. I know we think of it as
our place to go let our hair down
and relax, but it was a local treasure
long before we started hanging out
there.

We may think that the youngsters
are not paying attention, but they
are, believe me, they are! They are
also learning from what they see.
Yes, we are educators, whether we
realize it or not and we should always act like it by treating our guests
with respect while at the same time
maintaining our integrity.

With more Elementary School field
trips, scouts, and local guests visiting
GSP than ever before, it is now even
more important, for us as cavers and
stewards of GSP, to project a good
image. We set rules for our guests,
but we also need to set guidelines for
ourselves. Guests at GSP should
always be treated with the same respect we would treat guests in our
own home. To the youngsters visiting GSP we are not just the keepers
of a famous cave and preserve, we
are “Cave Explorers”, heroes of a
sort, that adventure deep underground to discover unknown treas-

As always, thanks for supporting
GSP.

If you are interested in getting more
involved in what’s happening at
GSP, just attend our committee
meetings. They are usually the Tuesday following the grotto meeting.
Contact me for place and time.

Bob Dobbs
Chairman GSPC
Home (513)922-2687
Cell (513)265-8705

GREAR SALTPETRE CAVE PRESERVE COMMITTEE REPORT
Now that good weather is here, GSP is beginning to get a lot more use. Below are the rules that apply when visiting
and camping at GSP. Please review these carefully, especially the part about signing in at the kiosk. That applies to all
cavers and all guests. Scout troops can have their leader sign in and put the total number in the group by his name.
Remember, the camping donation request is $4.00 per night (scouts $5.00) per person plus $4.00 extra per night for an
electric camp site. To avoid paying each visit you can purchase a yearly camping pass for $30.00 per individual or
$50.00 for a family. The passes can be purchased from me or Werner Jud for GCG, Tim Hale for DUG and Deb
Bledsoe BGG. Thanks for supporting GSP.
—Bob Dobbs
—GSP committee chairman
ACCESS TO THE GREAT SALTPETRE CAVE PRESERVE
Because the GSPC is composed of three grottos (GCG, DUG, BGG), any member in good standing of those grottos
may have access to the cave preserve and must abide by all rules and regulations. All other persons must be sponsored
by one of the aforementioned grottos. Sponsorship is a serious matter. Each sponsor must be willing to do the following:
--Be in attendance at all times with their guest while on the property.
--Be accountable for all of their guests' actions.
--Be responsible for collecting camping donations, registering guests at the kiosk, and advising of liability waiver requirement.
-- Be responsible for keeping the front gate locked at all times.
SECURITY
This is extremely important to the protection of the campground and the caretaker who resides there. Keys will be
given only to the GCG board members and the members of the GSPC. The front gate has a combination lock. The
combination can be obtained by calling either a GCG board member or anyone from the GSPC. The combination will
only be given to a member of GCG, DUG, or BGG. Under normal circumstances, sponsors with guests are never to
give out the front gate combination, or any keys to property structures, including the GSP cave itself. The front gate
must be locked at all times. The chairperson of the GSPC will have the responsibility of changing the lock combination
and all appropriate personnel notified. Remember the combination could change at any time. Call first to ensure that
the combination number you know is correct.
CAMPGROUND RULES AND REGULATIONS
All visitors must register at the kiosk. Camping requests are $4.00 per night per person. Electrical sites are an additional
$4.00 per night at designated campsites, and are restricted to members’ use during heavy visitation. Camping donations
are payable upon arrival and may be deposited in the pipe next to kiosk. Use the payment envelope and fill in your
name, date, and any affiliation. If a receipt is required, indicate so and give an address. Property insurance requires that
all members and their guests, must have a GSP liability waiver signed and on file. Waivers are available at registration
kiosk or may be downloaded and printed off the GCG and GSP website. Waivers are kept on file with the GSP Secretary for one year and must be renewed afterwards; usually with Grotto membership renewal. No using cave as a restroom.

--The speed limit is 5 MPH. Drive on designated roads and in campground area.
--All trash must be removed from camping area when leaving. Dispose of properly.
--Use only designated fire rings. All fires must be extinguished before departure. No timber is to be cut on the premises.
--Quiet hours are between 11:00 PM to 6:00 AM.
--No discharging of firearms, fireworks, carbide cannons, or explosives on the preserve.
--No hunting is permitted anywhere on GSP property.
--Pets must be kept on a leash at all times, or otherwise restrained.
--All pets must have current inoculations for rabies as prescribed by the camper's state of residence. (Kentucky Administrative Regulations 304 KAR 1:040)
--There is to be no camping or parking of vehicles under the shelter. All persons using the shelter house or kitchen
must clean it before leaving, even if it was found in poor condition.
--Motorized vehicles are prohibited for off-road use at GSP, with the exception of pre-approved GSP Maintenance Vehicles. Nuisance behavior with these vehicles is also prohibited.
POLICY FOR CAVE ACCESS
Access to the Great Saltpetre Cave is a privilege. The officers of the GCG and the GSPC hold the keys to the cave. To
obtain a key to the cave you must be a member of GCG, DUG, or BGG. Permission to visit the cave must be made in
advance with a GSPC Board member in order to obtain a key. Board members are encouraged to use the “Cave Visitation Rules” form when loaning their key to others. While visiting the cave the gate must be locked at all times and
should be unlocked and re-locked as you enter and leave. Key to cave must be returned as soon as possible.
THE GREAT SALTPETRE CAVE STATUTES
No dogs are allowed in the cave.
No camping is allowed in the cave.
No vehicles or bikes are allowed in the cave.
No fires are allowed in the cave.
No rock climbing or rappelling from the cliffs above the cave.
No children permitted in cave without adult supervision.

July 13

Grotto Meeting

Roger’s House

July 17-20

Karst-O-Rama

At GSP by: GCG

August 1-3

17th Annual DUG Wormfest

GSP

August 8-10

Wright-Pat Underground Adventures

Rockcastle County, KY

August 10

Grotto Meeting

Roger’s House

August 11-15

NSS Convention

Lake City, Florida

September 6

DUG Annual Picnic

The Great Rice Preserve

October 4

GearFest

Dayton, OH

October 12

Grotto Meeting

Roger’s House

December 6

Christmas Party

More Info To Come

The Greater Cincinnati Grotto invites you to attend the
2008 Karst-O-Rama on July 17 - 20 at the Great Saltpetre
Cave Preserve in Mount Vernon, Kentucky - Home of the
2001 NSS Convention. Online registration is available
now until June 30th.
Mount Vernon, just off Interstate 75 at Exit 59, is in Rockcastle County. Rockcastle and surrounding counties offer
an abundance of caves to explore. The Great Saltpetre
Cave Preserve is 300 acres of mostly wooded area with
several acres of camping that are split into a “Party Camp”
and a “Family Camp”. The creation of two “Camps” allows
guests to enjoy the peace and quiet of the outdoors or
stay up late and check out the night owl activities.
Karst-O-Rama weekend kicks off on Thursday night with a
welcome party at the shelter. This will be an opportunity
to meet new friends and
join up with old ones. Cave trip sign up sheets for Friday
will also be available. About one third of KOR participants
arrive by Thursday night so come early and join the
fun. Registration opens Thursday at
11 am and remains open till noon on Saturday.
Beginning Friday the kitchen will be open throughout the
weekend for breakfast and lunch as well as dinner on Friday.

Friday cave trips will begin in the morning or afternoon.
Friday night will include a Howdy Party for checking out
the crowd and signing up for cave trips on Saturday and
Sunday. Then just before you wind down for the day,
you can engage in noodle wrestling with people who out
caved you during the day.
On Saturday morning, cave trips will begin, both guided
and self led. Other activities for the day include a photo
contest, hayrides, hiking and a climbing contest and Children’s activities. If the July temperature becomes unbearable while shopping at the vendor section, the Crooked
Creek swimming hole awaits complete with rope
wing. The preserve includes several miles of hiking trails
both on and off the property. For those that are shopping
addicted, the preserve is only a few miles from the city of
Berea with its many gift shops and antique malls.
Saturday night there will be a banquet under the shelter
followed by a caving program. Door prizes will be
awarded prior to the program. If you want to stay up till all
hours, there will be lots of activity in party camp in addition
to the sauna and hot tub. The party will be starting at 9:30.
If you have any questions about this yearly caving event,
please contact Jerry Dixon at 606-584-6995.

The Dayton Underground Grotto
Amanda Woolums
Carbide Courier Editor
2111 Bellsburg Drive
Dayton, Ohio 45459-3521

First Class
You might be considered a true caver if...
by Lou Simpson

You know how cave crickets taste.
You've taken off all your clothes to get into a scoop in a cave.
Your skin has become transparent and your eyes have atrophied
from nonuse.
A member of your caving party died in the cave and you kept on
surveying.
You have floated through a near-sump on your back with your nose
in a ceiling crack.
You've been shot out of an entrance by flood waters.
On a three-day cave trip you don't bother to take off your
wetsuit to go to the bathroom.
You don't bathe after a cave trip.
No one will sit next to you at a grotto meeting.
An NSS award was named in your memory.

