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The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website, or from
DUGCarbideCourier.weebly.com. The newsletter is published
monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by Friday
preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions to
mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2014 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
June 20-22

Karst-O-Rama at the Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Kentucky
http://karstorama.com/

July 13

DUG regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Roger and Lynn Brucker’s house

July 14-18

NSS Convention at the new NSS facility, Huntsville, Alabama
http://nss2014.caves.org/

August 8-10

61st Indiana Cave Capers, Crawford County Fairgrounds, Indiana (hosted by the Central
Indiana Grotto) http://cig.caves.org/pages/capers.html

September 6 Annual grotto picnic and auction at the “Great Rice Preserve.” Bring a dish to share,
BYOB, and an auction item. More information to come.

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact our treasurer, Pam Carpenter, to purchase one (pcarpenter@woh.rr.com). Or, send a
check to:
Pam Carpenter
3715 Woodman Drive
Kettering, OH 45429
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A Perfect Caver?
By Ergor Rubreck
It has taken much online search to tell about the
perfect caver. If I were not such an authoritative
source of inside information about caves, I’d stay
silent and never reveal my most amazing
adventure. Part of my reasoning is I respect
individual’s privacy, and second, it took years to
fully understand the remote beginning of the
story.
While I was exploring the vast caves of
California back in the early 1990s, I was
introduced to a young caver who said his name
was Jo Jo. We were both scheduled to explore
Lilburn Cave in Sequoia National Park. Working
in that cave is no small effort. You must hike five
miles in from the nearest parking place, carrying
all your camping supplies and cave gear with
you. Yes, it is wilderness caving. We left the
parking lot as the last ray of daylight was
disappearing in the west. Stars were winking on.
Jo Jo was in the lead. There was no moon. I
recall thinking we could get lost in the dark but a
light appeared up front, high in the air. I shifted
my 70 lb. load and worked my way past the
others to a spot behind Jo Jo.
Imagine my surprise to see he was holding a
flashlight high over his head with a tail! Both of
his hands were swinging normally as he trudged
along. His tail swung naturally to and fro,
alternately lighting either side of the faint trail.
The tail came from slightly above his buttocks,
emerging through a fly-like crease in his trousers.
It was all I could do to refrain from asking him
questions.
On reaching the cave I saw him tuck his tail
carefully back in his pants before the others
caught up. “Your tail,” I said, “is it a secret?”

“Not any more”, he said. “I was born with it, but
I don’t advertise it.” Of course I wanted to know
more, or my name’s not Ergor.
Jo Jo and I were tasked to explore a nasty banded
marble crawl with air moving in it. I led, since I
had seen the map before the trip. I said to Jo Jo,
“You may want to tie your pack to your foot and
drag it – it’s pretty low for a few hundred feet.” I
reached a small sit up room and waited for my
companion. He crawled into the room, but
imagine my surprise when I saw his tail wound
around his pack strap and his feet unfettered.
We continued into the cave to where it opened to
become a straddle canyon. I am used to balanced
canyon traverses, so it was only a little later that I
turned back to look. Jo Jo’s tail was swishing
back and forth as he picked out his straddle steps.
“Does that help your balance?” I thought he
might tell me more.
“Yep.” He replied. I waited for elaboration, but
Jo Jo was silent as he moved sure-footedly
toward me. We were beyond the map so I knew
we were in unexplored cave. The cave, up to now
devoid of any formations except small crystals,
suddenly changed character. We were in the
bottom of a canyon with a forest of stalactites,
stalagmites, and columns on either side of us.
After a thousand paces we were even deeper in
the canyon and the speleothems were ten or so
feet above us. The walls were too slippery to
climb and a sump terminated the canyon. “We
might find a way on up there,” I said, “if we
could climb this damn wall. It’s too wet.” Jo Jo
elevated his tail, wrapped it around a column,
and pulled himself up in one smooth movement.
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“It doesn’t go,” he said. “I could give you a
hand…or tail and you could see for yourself.” I
grasped his swinging tail. It was lumpy, full of
bones, but he raised me up onto the ledge where
I saw he was right – no go.

He said, “Ergor, YOU are the perfect caver.
Don’t forget it!” I blushed modestly and in
celebration of his perfect insight did not ask him
any more questions. In fact, I never learned his
last name or found out what became of Jo Jo.

On the way out, I said, “Tell me about your
family, Jo Jo.” He said his mom and dad were
researchers at UC Davis.
Both were
veterinarians working on animal DNA. He said
he did not know the details. I said, “Well Jo Jo,
you are as close to a perfect caver as anyone will
ever get. Your tail makes you perfect for every
move in a cave.”

Just last year I learned that two UC Davis
veterinarian researchers had discovered the link
in the DNA helix of the last remaining
endangered California Mountain Puma. That
stem cell cloned for tail in that beast twenty
years before. Could Jo Jo been the beneficiary of
that remarkable discovery?

Dayton Underground Grotto Survey
There is a five-question survey on the grotto web
page (http://www.dugcaves.com/poll.html) that
will run to June 11th. The survey asks five basic
questions about grotto preferences. To date, the
results are:
“Would you like to see the grotto return to
monthly meetings?”
Yes - 3 (50%)
No - 3 (50%)
“Would you like to have the annual Christmas
party again?”
Yes - 6 (85.71%)
No - 1 (14.29%)
“Where would you like to see Wormfest return
to?”
Indiana - 3 (42.86%)
Kentucky - 2 (28.57%)
Ohio - 2 - (28.57%)

Tennessee - 0 (0%)
West Virginia - 0 (0%)
Other - 0 (0%)
“Would you like to see the grotto offer cave
trips:”
Monthly - 4 (57.14%)
Quarterly - 2 (28.57%)
Don’t Care - 1 (14.29%)
Annually - 0 (0%)
“Would you be willing to lead a grotto cave
trip?”
No - 5 (71.43%)
Yes - 2 (28.57%)
Maybe - 0 (0%)
If you haven’t taken the survey, please take a
moment to do so. You can find the survey on the
grotto web page, or at the link above.
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL REGULAR
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
April 12 2014

Fred Ball has a report on Climax Cave. They
built a firehouse near the cave and that is where
you are supposed to report to for cave access.
KOR: the live band will be back.

Minutes were read
Pam Carpenter: checking account
Savings ball park $1,600.00.

$597.42.

Received one dues payment from Mike Stoll.
Pam showed us the certificate from NSS HQ for
the brick donation.
Mike Hood w/ Courier: Has been doing monthly
couriers on line. If you send him articles he will
put them in the Courier.
Pam went to Huston Woods and saw Judith
Keegan there.
Mike was at NSS HQ at the beginning of the
month hanging dry wall. A lot of it is done. The
lobby is done and the new floor looks good. The
Smithsonian display will be hung in the lobby.
There will be a rappelling tower set up in the
building. He visited the caves on the property.
Blue Balloon Cave and Tree Root Cave.
Parking at convention will be tight. There is not
enough room to park cars at the campground.
The high school is five miles from convention.
NSS BOG meeting: NSS has its 14th cave
preserve, the 13 acre New River Cave Preserve
in Virginia. It’s a hike to the entrance.
IKC caves are open except for Robison Ladder.
Go to IKC website for cave access info in
Indiana.

Pam has talked with Rebecca Sweet and Jim
Odom. Rebecca wants a memorial cave trip for
Scott. Pam will arrange something at the house.
The first weekend in June tentatively.
Cecile, of Wunderwear, passed away and Lynn
has been talking to her son. She went to
Lynchburg and brought back what is remaining
of the suits and bibs and they are for sale. When
they are gone they are gone.
Brief info on cave gear.
Lynn has NRS hyrdrosilk jacket that she uses
caving to keep warm while surveying.
Jim Pisarowicz went to the Seven Caves
Preserve this weekend. Highland Nature Preserve
owns the property. The caves are now closed to
cavers and the public. (there was a brief
discussion of this preserve as a few years back
we gave them a donation and now we have been
locked out of their caves). Jim went there to see
the wildflowers. He hiked the property and was
told the caves are closed. He spoke to the
volunteer that to see if they were monitoring the
caves for vandalism or bat populations, etc. Jim
had some nice pictures of seven caves.
Sandy asked about a date for GRP meeting Sep
6 will be the date. Mark your calendars now for
the Great Rice Preserve.
Tama Cassidy, Secretary

Tennessee is opening caves again.
Roger will be running a writers workshop at the
convention this year.
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Rockcastle Karst Conservancy Raffle
The Rockcastle Karst Conservancy will be holding a
fundraising raffle at Karst-O-Rama 2014. Stop by our
tent to check out this wonderful wine basket
containing two handpainted wine glasses, wine glass
charms, glass cheese tray and a bottle of No Risk Red
Wine. Tickets are $2 each or three for $5.

Ergor Rubreck’s Marvelous Cave Light
By Ergor Rubreck
Back in the 1950s the carbide lamp was standard
issue for cave explorers. Those unfamiliar with
this piece of equipment should envision a shiny
brass two-part cap lamp with a round reflector on
the front and a yellow-white flame burning from
a ceramic tip. Part one of the lamp is a base that
unscrews and allows the caver to pour in several
tablespoons of calcium carbide lumps,
resembling gray gravel. The bottom chamber is
screwed onto the top chamber containing water.
A lever atop the water tank adjusts the drip of
water into the bottom to one per second. Water
activates the carbide to produce a jet of stinky
acetylene gas, which is ignited by rubbing the
heel of one’s hand over a spark wheel. The
carbide lamp was once popular in mining until a
number of mines blew up, hundreds of miners
were horribly burned to a crisp, and canaries
were denuded of feathers. No wonder electric
lamps replaced carbide lamps in mining and then
caving.

Early electric cap lamps used either 8 D-cell
batteries or heavy lead acid batteries. The latter
burned for 8.5 hours per shift and weighed 32
pounds, and the former burned 17.5 minutes
before winking out due to wire breakage, battery
corrosion, battery case failure, bulb burnout or
any of 26 other ailments. The revolution came in
the form of the Wheat Lamp, an incandescent
bulb attached to an Army surplus guided missile
battery.
Since then, Pretzel developed smaller cap lamps
using AA and AAA dry cells, in which LEDs
gradually replaced incandescent bulbs. Then
came the Stun Light costing $300 and most
recently the ScurryOn costing $4000. You must
empty your bank account to go caving with one
of these babies, but you will be able to see fossils
300 feet up the walls in TAG caves, and 1 km
across the rooms of Chinese caves. Darkness in
caves is a thing of the past; good riddance, some
say.
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These marvelous lights today, combined with
helmet cams, allow you to make color videos of
cave trips. Cave divers use variations of these
compact lights to make underwater videos. Next
I expect to see lights so powerful as to see under
mud and through solid rock walls.
A whole different class of cave lighting is under
development, and I will reveal the details of
some of these inventions for the first time. First
is Ergor Rubreck’s Emergency Batteryless Lamp,
second, a remarkable Fuel Cell Light that uses
only organic heat conversion, and finally a
ChemLight that uses cloned fireflies to do away
with a need to use scarce resources.
I got the idea from hand-cranked emergency
flashlights that give you light so long as you
squeeze the handle vigorously. My prototype
uses a bicycle electric generator driven by a
bicycle wheel that is raised on a spring-loaded
boom to track along the ceiling, much like a
streetcar boom. It is mounted on a cave helmet.
Spring tension keeps the wheel on the ceiling of
the cave as you go along the passage. What about
domes? My bike wheel is rigged to a heavy
flywheel that spins on ball bearings. When the
ceiling contact is lost, the flywheel keeps rotating
for 4 minutes 30 seconds. I am perfecting a hinge
that will allow repositioning the boom toward
either cave wall if the ceiling is too high. Also I
am thinking of replacing the 20-pound flywheel
with a 35-pound wheel to increase the spin time
to 7.5 minutes. The difficult part of my
development program is recruiting test subjects
who are strong enough to support my wonderful
emergency light. They quit and complain of
fatigue. Why can’t these whiners appreciate true
science?
The next development is not mine. Dr. Alan
Mountain calls his novel fuel cell lamp the
Analite®. It uses no batteries, but adapts spaceage technology of the fuel cell. The lamp has a 3-

foot cord that one inserts in the rectal cavity
where it converts 98.6° F heat into electrical
current. Its drawback could be its unreliability
during hypothermic episodes, not to mention
discomfort. When I asked Dr. Mountain how
reliable his Analite® will be, he replied, “You bet
your ass.”
A few cavers have used Cylume chemical light
sticks for emergency lights in caves. In its
present form, the stick is a glass tube covered in
tough plastic. When broken, the glass shatters
allowing two liquids to mix and give off a weird
greenish glow. Recent improvements have
widened the color spectrum so the sticks give off
bluish, pinkish, or violetish glow. The problem is
that after 15 minutes or so the glow fades so the
caver is forced to crack another Cylume stick – if
available.
My improvement on the Cylume stick is a green
solution. The whole world will benefit. Each year
hundreds of thousands of fluorescent tubes are
disposed of when they burn out. My plan is to
use old 4-foot fluorescent tubes, fill them with
fireflies and dip them in rubber cement. If you
crack one of those you will have almost the
illumination of the ScurryOn, but less hard on the
eyes than the ScurryOn’s blinding beam. A caver
could carry a golf bag of these natural chemical
lights and find his or her way out of Mammoth
Cave. It took me all summer to catch enough
fireflies to build my first prototype. But when I
sealed them into the 4-foot fluorescent tube and
coated it with rubber cement, the fireflies died
due to lack of air. I have yet to bring off a
practical test.
I am reading scientific papers on cloning fireflies
to see if I can build an environmental generator
within the tube and use cloned insects to reduce
lethality and increase longevity.
Dr. Alan
Mountain said, when I asked for his advice on
sustainable cave lighting, said, “Bug off.”
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At first I was insulted, but then realized he had inadvertently given me a catchy name for my new and
marvelous cave lighting invention – BUG-ON* ©® LIGHT.
*

Patent pending, Posted, All rights reserved, Violators will be shot.

Great Saltpetre Preserve Update
By Chris Hacker, GSP Committee Chairman
Things are moving forward at
GSP for the spring.
Thanks to the efforts of Bill
Carr, the shower house is now
up and running. We're still
looking at a few minor fixes,
but please feel free to use it.
And remember if you're the
last to leave the campground,
and a Board member isn't
there, check all the shutdown
and closure procedures to
ensure we aren't wasting
resources.
Wi-Fi:
The password will change on
April the 12th! If you already
have a password, Patrick
Gibson will email the new one
to you on April the 12th. If you
have just purchased one, he
will email you the new one. If
you haven't received one, and
paid for the 2014 year, let
myself or Patrick know and
we'll get it checked out.
Stuff:
GSP is need of some items and
you may be able to help.
Currently we are in the process
of looking for the following:

1) Grill:
We are looking into several
options for a grill, especially a
new purchase to meet out
current needs and one that
works with previously
purchased items. What we may
need is a transporter and some
day labor to construct the grill
once obtained in time for the
upcoming spring events. If you
like puzzles, and are handy
with a screwdriver, please let
me know and we'll get your
name in the hat to help out.
2) Shelter Cooler:
The beverage cooler under the
shelter is on the fritz again, and
we're trying to determine if it
needs repair or replacement. If
you have any experience with
coolers or compressor repair
let us know. We're also looking
to obtain one from a local
beverage distributor, but we'll
need some assistance in
loading and hauling. Let me
know if you can be of
assistance.
4) Oak Timber Beams:
Duke Hopper is storing several
large oak beams that are
earmarked for shelter
The Carbide Courier - Page 9

replacements if any become
too weathered. We need
assistance in transporting them
from Duke's residence near
London, KY to GSP. Please let
me know if you can assist in
labor, and/or hauling, and I'll
get you details.
5) Upright Freezer:
One of the freezers in the
kitchen is defunct. We are
looking at a scratch and dent
new purchase to ensure
reliability, but will need
assistance in hauling it to GSP.
Again, you can see where our
needs are, so if you can help
with the labor of hauling and
trailering, we'd sure appreciate
it.
6) Wi-Fi:
Looking for a spool of
approximately 500' of surplus
Cat 5 cable and a router
switch. This is to complete the
extension of WiFi to the ticket
house area. Please contact
Patrick
Gibson
(kd8ion@gmail.com) for
particulars if you have any of
the needed items.
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DUG Members as of May 24, 2014
If your name is in red, you have missing information in the DUG database (address, phone, e-mail,
etc.). Please go to the “Member’s Only” link on the grotto web page and click on the “Update Your
Information” button. You can also download the file to see what information is missing.
MEMBERSHIP
TYPE

LAST

FIRST

Ausdenmoore
Ball
Bowman
Bowman
Brucker
Brucker
Burke
Carpenter
Cassidy
Cassidy
Conarroe
Conarroe
Conarroe
Conarroe
Conover
Cottrell
Crawford
Dimiduk
Flynn
Frantz
Gallogly
Gatland
Hale
Helmbold
Hill
Hill
Hood
Hood
Jenkins
Joiner
Joiner
Jud
Jud

Bob
Fred
Tim
Susan
Lynn
Roger
Logan
Pam
John
Tama
Alexis
Chris
Jeff
Tari
Don
Tom
Ron
Dan
Dan
Don
Sheila
Colin
Tim
James
Amy
Kevin
Mike
Tracy
Michael
Kyle
Kristen
Neena
Werner

Single
Single
Family
Family
Family
Family
Family
Single
Family
Family
Family
Family
Family
Family
Single
Single
Single
Single
Life
Single
Single
Life
Single
Single
Single
Single
Life
Family
Single
Family
Family
Family
Family

56551
29411
N/A
N/A
N/A
1999
N/A
37776
49393
49934
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
20386
11000
29091
N/A
N/A
49385
35455
N/A
38899
12485
N/A
N/A
24166
32266
45263
N/A
N/A
60145
15377

June
Lewis
Lucas

Roger
Rhonda
Chris

Single
Single
Single

N/A
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LAST

FIRST

Mallot
Niekamp
Pisarowicz
Poe
Rice
Rice
Simpson
Stoll
Sweet
Toepke
Walden
Walden
Young
Young

Aaron
Andy
Jim
Mark
Dave
Sandy
Louis
Mike
Beverly
Kevin
Bill
Karen
David
Mary

MEMBERSHIP
TYPE
Single
Life
Single
Single
Family
Life
Life
Single
Single
Single
Family
Family
Family
Family

NSS NUMBER
N/A
29094
16872
33874
35706
35707
11138
N/A
N/A
46032
11573
15678
39791
N/A

Type to enter text

Karst-O-Rama, June 20-22, 2014
http://karstorama.com/
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DEDICATED TO THE EXPLORATION,
STUDY, AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES

Proposed façade

The NSS has purchased a new headquarters!
Property Highlights:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

94+ acres of mostly forested land with two known caves
A 31,000 sq. ft. building -- plenty of space for a larger office, library, bookstore, and secure storage.
The design will accommodate an easy remodel to upgrade and suit our needs.
Five conference rooms for hosting cave & karst related seminars such as NCRC or NCKMS.
A banquet hall that will accommodate 800 seated diners.
A caver-ready campground complete with power, water, bathrooms, and picnic pavilions.
Outstanding opportunities to increase the NSS’s value to caves, cavers, and speleologists!

We need your help!
We are relying on your support to cover the cost of purchasing and remodeling the property.

There are several ways you can be a part of this vital project:
9 Sustaining Donor - This program provides the NSS with a steady, reliable source of monthly income
specifically for the new headquarters. Sign up for as little as $5 a month to make regular contributions
automatically through your credit card, debit card or automatic bank draft.
9 Team 404 – 404 NSS members donating $25 a month will cover our mortgage payments. Sign up for
$25 a month –or- any combination of $300 a year or more and automatically become one of our core
fundraisers - Team 404! You will receive a nice polo shirt showing your commitment to our Society.
9 Buy-A-Brick – For each $100 donation, we will laser engrave your message in a brick for all to see.
The bricks will be used for a patio area, walkways, or other ornamental features.
9 Buy-A-Block – For each $50 donation, we will designate one block in the outer wall as “your block.”
The block map will be on display in the new NSS Headquarters and kept as a permanent record.
Visit the HQComm web pages
for the latest progress and photos:
http://caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml

Questions?
Contact fundraising@caves.org
or president@caves.org
for additional information.
94+ acres with large buildings, parking lot & campground

Part of our new
Library space

Photos © 2012, Glenn Baeske / The Huntsville Times

Campground & Picnic Pavilions
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YES! I’d like make a donation to support our new
NSS Headquarters & Conference Center.
Name : ____________________________________________________
Email : ______________________________________________

NSS # : _________________

Phone :________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Please indicate your level of support:
Team 404 membership: Please charge my credit card $_________ per (Month/Year) until I contact you
in writing or the mortgage is paid. (Minimum $25 per month or $300 per year.)
Team 404 Shirt size:

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

M

F

Sustaining Donor: Charge $_______ per month ($5 min.) until I contact you or the mortgage is paid.
Buy-A-Brick: Number of bricks @ $100 each: ______ Total $:__________
When purchasing bricks write your message below (max 3 lines, 20 characters per line). Text will be centered.
Line 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Buy-A-Block: Number of blocks @ $50 each: ______ Total $:__________
One time donation $__________
Payment: We suggest you use your NSS Visa card!
Enclosed is my check payable to: The National Speleological Society
Please charge my credit card:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Automatic bank withdrawal – Contact the office to give your details: (256) 852-1300, nss@caves.org
Billing address if different from above: ____________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Credit card number: ____________________________________________ Expires: _____/_________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________
Your signature: ___________________________________________________

3-Digit CCV _______
Date _____/______

Mail to: NSS Headquarters, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810-4431
Or scan and e-mail to: nss@caves.org

The Carbide Courier - Page 13
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC) • GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG)
• DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&

There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these organized
events and club activities but we think it is important for you to know in
advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS

I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks: 1)
Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with crossing,
climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of equipment;
4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and ability to follow
or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling, walking, or stooping; 5)
fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which may cause injury in and
of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase the risk of accident; 6) my
own inadequate equipment and lack of training; 7) the risk of head injury by
falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling, tripping, my own failure to wear a
helmet, and banging my head on rock protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level
ground and walking surfaces such as breakdown, mud, cave formations,
water, gravel, and rocks which may cause falls, twisted ankles, and other
bodily injury; 9) the complicated labyrinth of passages in a cave which may
cause me and other members of my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all
caves are underground they may flood and have high water levels which can
cause drowning, hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion
from or entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or
falls of other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the
very definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence of
good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals, dogs,
vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and egress
to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated with
swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19) wild
animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or the
cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises that these events are held at.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not complete
and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, or

death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving club, events
and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for which I am
responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the minor is)
physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized caving
clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or studying the
cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child may bring along.
I/we/he participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I assume full
responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including death) and
any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of
my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents or injury
caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these activities and
organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour guides, fellow
explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such negligence is
comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks associated with
organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave exploration and with
utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a cave and understand the
technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that climbing in a cave, cave
exploration, and particularly cave diving are inherently dangerous sports. I/we
acknowledge that wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets
and equipment are basic safety precautions and that wearing a UIAA
approved helmet may help prevent head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand
and accept that it is not the responsibility of RKC, GCG, DUG, or BGG,
volunteers, trip leaders or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this
equipment and wear(s) it before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our
sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bits or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to, participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it, I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, DUG, and
BGG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose land I may
cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, co-owners,
spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every land owner,
municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property such activity is
conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for personal injury, property
damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible from any cause
whatsoever. This document is the property of the Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy. (Last updated 8/17/08)

ADULT CAVER/SPELUNKER: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________
DATE SIGNED:________________________________________________ WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR
PARENT/LEGAL CUSTODIAL GUARDIAN____________________________________________________________________________________
Of The Minor - If Not Accompanying Minor
Printed Name
and
Signature
PRINTED NAME(S) of minors covered by the above agreement:

Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
WITNESS:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature
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Date

