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The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website. The newsletter is
published monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by
Friday preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions
to mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2017 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
March 12

Regular grotto membership meeting, 7pm, at Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center.

March 25

NSS Spring Board of Governors Meeting at Diamond Caverns, Park City, KY.

April 22

Grotto meeting in the field at the Great Saltpetre Preserve.

May 14

Regular grotto membership meeting, 7pm, at Stebbins High School Student Activity
Center.

May 20-21

Great Saltpetre Preserve Open House.

June 19-23

NSS Convention, Rio Rancho, New Mexico (http://nss2017.caves.org/).

July 21-23

Karst-O-Rama at the Great Saltpetre Preserve.

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact Tom to purchase one (cottrell.thomas@att.net).
We are officially the 184th different NSS affiliated grotto to have produced a patch
Winner of the 2016 NSS Convention Symbolic Emblem "Caver's Choice" Award

GROTTO IS IN NEED OF A VICE CHAIRMAN!
THE GROTTO IS IN NEED OF A VICE CHAIRMAN. PLEASE CONTACT CHAIRMAN TAMA
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN THIS POSITION.
The Carbide Courier - Page 3
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From the Editor:
The person in the photo on the left is Dan Flynn, founder of the
Dayton Underground Grotto. This picture was taken by Colin
Gatland in Wolf River Cave, Tennessee, in the early 1990s. Dan
was our first chairman and received the grotto’s Honorary Member
award in 1994. He now lives in Clifton Park, New York.
Two articles from the November 1993 Carbide Courier are
published on pages 10 and 13. Colin Gatland was the newsletter
editor at that time. I will continue to publish articles and photos
from our early years this year in celebration of our 25th
anniversary.
Mike Hood

Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Conservation Committee
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Safety and Rescue Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Go to
the “Members-Only” section and click on the “Update Your Information” button.
Don’t have the Members-Only password? No problem, just go to
www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Request the Members-Only Password”
button.
The Carbide Courier - Page 4
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Ergor Nominated Secretary of Caves
By Ergor Rubreck
I have received the singular
honor of an audience with the
President. He knows that I am
the most wonderful and
famous caver, because I told
him so. I reminded him that I
alone prophesied the five
longest caves in the world,
some even before they were
discovered. Mammoth Cave I
said would be "over 400 miles
long" in 1953. In 1961 I
predicted the second longest
cave would be on the mainland
of Mexico opposite Cozumel.
U.S.A.'s Jewel Cave I forecast
in 1990 as attaining 190 miles
in length by 2017. The fourth
longest I said was another
Mexican cave, Ox Bel, at 160
miles. And I said in 1992 the
fifth would be a Ukraine cave
with a stupid, unpronounceable
name (Optymistychna, Ed.) -extending some 147 miles. I
missed that one by a mile.
Having established my
authority as a scientific
raconteur, he has nominated
me the head the U.S.
Department of Caving,
Secretary, no less. I may be
confirmed any day now.
You may wonder what I aimed
to accomplish in short order. I
propose to gate all the big
caves in Mexico and charge
$100 per caver to enter. The

revenue can be applied to wall
construction.

are too cold and too dangerous
for my liking.

Various large rooms in Chinese
caves and those nearby are
entirely too commodious to
view, so I plan to erect
pneumatic partitions or barriers
in those caves to bring them
down to size. That will restore
the big rooms in New Mexico
and Tennessee caves to their
rightful position as preeminent
U.S.A. cave room caves. I am
tired of being kicked around
and I am sure others are
peeved at not being able to see
the walls and ceilings of some
of those so-called international
caves.

Finally, in the interest of free
enterprise and the
abandonment of socialism, I
will urge Congress to cede
Mammoth Cave, Wind and
Jewel caves, and Carlsbad
Caverns to private ownership.
Some of these may revert to
Native American Casino
operators who, I am certain,
will be able to install turnstiles
on the order of roulette wheels.
Money losers! No more.

It has come to my attention
that some cave trip reports are
incomplete, exaggerated, or
downright fake. Therefore, in
the interest of truth I will
institute a moratorium on all
written cave trip reports until
further notice. I sincerely hope
this will only be temporary,
until cavers can produce
comprehensive trip reports
similar to the stellar examples
of my own.
Purely in the interest of safety,
I will recommend that the keys
to all cave gates in Ukraine be
handed over to the Russian
Ministry of Speleological
Safety. Many of those caves
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A few whiners and naysayers
may complain about my sage
recommendations. What do
they know? And what have
they accomplished? America
was built on the sacrifice of
American cavers who proved
the earth was hollow. They
dispelled the myth of "solid
ground," and did their best to
rid the land of sinkholes by
filling them with flotsam and
jetsam, offal and carcasses,
detritus and automobiles.
As a scientist first and
foremost, let me comment on
solution -- that little
understood process that makes
caves. One of the stupendous
hoaxes of all time is climate
change. According to warming
fanatics, the ice sheets are
melting and sea levels will
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rise. They gloomily predict inundation of shorelines. But they fail to take into account SOLUTION!
Caves dissolved out of bedrock are creating empty reservoirs for billions and billions of gallons of
water. I believe it will take two millennia to fill the known caves with water. And when and if that does
happen, there will be that much more water to dissolve more reservoir capacity! Arable land will
become more valuable. Boat builders will prosper. And by that time cavers can have a field day in the
caves on Mars.
I humbly beg every caver to ask your Congressman and Senator to approve my appointment. I really do
need the money, and I pledge to hire the first 250 of you to become my Secret Service detachment. (As
an incentive, the first 100 to apply will receive 200 rounds of 9mm.)
MINUTES OF THE DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2017
1. In the absence of the chairman, and with the vice chairman position vacant, secretary Mike Hood
called the meeting to order at 7:15pm. Seven people were in attendance. Officers in attendance were:
Secretary - Mike Hood
Treasurer - Rebekah Sweet
Board Member - Thomas Cottrell
Chairman - Tama Cassidy (Excused)
Board Member - Dennis Green (Absent)
Vice Chairman (Vacant)
2. The meeting minutes for January were approved by unanimous consent.
3. Treasurer Sweet reported there were no changes since the January report and the balances remain
$2846.44 in checking, and $1591.99 in savings.
4. There were no officer or committee reports.
5. Old business:
a.

Secretary Hood reported the results of the 25th anniversary celebration survey (25
responses were received):
What type of 25th anniversary celebration is preferred?
67% - Camping and caving weekend
33% - Informal dinner
0% - Formal dinner
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Should this event be for grotto members only?
84% - No
16% - Yes
Should we invite an officer or director from the NSS to attend?
80% - Yes
20% - No
b.

Kentucky Speleological Survey renewal. Treasurer Sweet will send in our dues as soon
as she has gotten the new grotto checks.

c.

Secretary Hood reminded the grotto about the Cabelas Outdoor Day on March 25th.

d.

Jim Pisarowicz moved the grotto donate $250 to the Rockcastle Karst Conservancy now,
and $250 to the NSS Headquarters Fund later in the year. Sandy Rice seconded.
Motion passed.

e.

The 25th anniversary celebration will be held in conjunction with the 2017 Wormfest.
More information will be send out as planning continues.

6. New business:
a.

The grotto is still in need of a vice chairman. Anyone interested should contact
Chairman Cassidy.

b.

DUG Library move. Roger Brucker has requested the grotto library be moved from his
house. Rebekah Sweet volunteered to take it and will contact Roger to make the
arrangements.

c.

Secretary Hood reminded those present the grotto meeting survey was still open on our
web page and will close at the end of February.

d.

The dates of the GSP Open House were announced (May 20-21).

e.

The April grotto meeting will be a meeting in the field at the Great Saltpetre Preserve on
April 22nd.

f.

The dates for Karst-O-Rama were announced (July 21-23).
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7. There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Hood
Secretary

April Grotto Meeting in the Field at the
Great Saltpetre Preserve
Tired of winter? Ready to get out in the fresh air this spring? If so, mark your calendars and plan to
come to the Great Saltpetre Preserve the weekend of April 22nd. The April grotto meeting will be held
“in the field” on the 22nd. This replaces the regular meeting normally held on the second Sunday of the
month.
The grotto plans to socialize, eat, drink, and be merry...and, oh yeah, go caving! DUGsters attending
will be responsible for paying the camping fees ($6 per night) and must have a 2017 GSP waiver on file
(available for download on our web page). A map to GSP is on the next page.
You can find out more about the preserve on their web page: http://caves.org/conservancy/gsp/. You can
learn more about the RKC here: http://www.rkci.org/.
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Directions to the Great Saltpetre Preserve

Grotto Meeting Survey Results
At the January grotto meeting, the topic of changing our meetings was discussed. The conversation was
about whether or not we wanted to continue with monthly meetings, go to quarterly meetings, or
something else.
Here are the results of the survey (20 responses):
35% - Monthly meetings, but on a different night
30% - Keep meetings as they are now (2nd Sunday of each month)
25% - Quarterly (Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct)
10% - Other (one said “I have no preference.” the other “I don’t plan to attend - too far of a
drive, thanks.”)
Of the 35% that said to keep the meetings monthly, but on a different night, all said to have the meeting
on a Saturday night. No other weeknights were chosen.
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D.U.G.'S FIRST INDIANA TRIP
By Mike Hood
Editor’s Note: In celebration of
DUG’s 25th year, I will publish
articles from past Carbide
Couriers when the grotto was
young. Enjoy!

J a c k F a u l k n e r , Wa n d a
Faulkner, Bill Gable, Kim
Good, Mike Hood, Bill
Keegans, Judith Keegans,
Andy Niekamp, Scott Sweet,
Beth ??
The Grotto held its first
Indiana trip October 28, 1993.
After meeting at the Meijer on
SR 48 and 1-70, we were soon
on our way to southern
Indiana. The trip was smooth
and uneventful and we soon
found ourselves in the parking
lot of Buckner Cave. There are
several caves within walking
distance of the parking area
and the plan was to visit as
many as we could. We spent
the next few minutes
alternating between getting
geared up and swatting at the
hordes of hungry mosquitos.
Before the trip over, I warned
everyone that since it was
supposed to be a nice
weekend, we would probably
not be the only ones visiting
the caves this day. Sure
enough, there were numerous
vehicles in the parking lot and
about 40 teenagers and some
adults all standing around in
their cave gear. They were a

church group planning to
spend a day touring the cool
confines of Buckner Cave. I
figured it would be a good
hour to get that many people
down the 300 foot entrance
crawl in Buckner so we headed
in the opposite direction
towards Trap Door Cave. Trap
Door is a small but interesting
cave with 1600 feet of passage
on two levels.
Arriving at the 15 foot
climbable entrance pit, we
were amazed to find the
mosquitos worse there than at
the parking lot. Although they
couldn't bite through my Bob
& Bob Caving Overalls, they
wasted no time dive bombing
my exposed face and neck.
We managed to get into the
cave before the skeeters
carried us off and the cool air
felt great in comparison with
the nearly 90 degree
temperatures above ground.
We followed the large upper
level passage nearly two-thirds
of its length and stopped for a
few minutes so some of the
group could explore the upper
level. After a few minutes, we
descended the climb down into
the lower level. The lower
level is a maze of small
passages ranging from low
crawls to comfortable walking
passages. The group split up to
The Carbide Courier - Page 10

explore a bit while I led some
folks to the domes. I had
promised to show Kim the
domes in the event she wanted
to practice her climbing skills
The domes are about 35 feet
high with a small room at the
top . The domes aren't terribly
difficult to climb, but the first
10 feet are a bit wide and
tricky. After looking the
situation over she declined the
opportunity. After asking
anyone else if they were
interested in giving it a shot
Jack volunteered and made his
way about halfway up with no
trouble at all. From the domes,
we made our way to another
section of the cave that sports
some interesting breakdown
crawls. Everyone had a good
time poking around this
section and had spent about an
hour and a half in the cave. We
were now ready to tackle the
much larger Buckner Cave.
However not everyone had
returned from the breakdown
crawls, so I showed the others
the way back to the upper level
After a short break to get
something to eat and drink, we
made our way down the hill to
the large entrance of Buckner
Cave. Buckner is one of the
larger of the Garrison Chapel
Valley caves with 2.7 miles of
passage. The cave has an
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interesting history and at one
time contained signatures from
the 1770's. Unfortunately, the
cave has taken a lot of abuse
and is now highly vandalized.
The historic signatures are now
just that--history. Despite the
trash and graffiti, it is still an
interesting cave to visit with its
many levels and large
passages. We made our way
down into the large entrance
and followed the large passage
to the even larger breakdown
room. We stopped there for a
couple of minutes to make any
last minute adjustments before
plunging into the 300 foot
crawlway. I had to smile at the
comments I heard as I dove
headfirst into the small
entrance to the crawl. I assured
them the first 15 feet were the
tightest and I don't think they
really believed me until they
popped into the small cross
canyon that intersects the
crawlway. This small canyon
doesn't go too far in either
direction, but does allow the
visitor a chance to sit up before
continuing with the crawl. We
made our way down the low
but wide crawl and I think
most felt better as the ceiling
gradually increased to
comfortable hands and knees
crawling. The crawlway is
wide and dusty and even offers
two small rooms where the
visitor can actually stand. We
used these rooms to regroup as
we had become strung out

MARCH 2017
along the crawl. We soon
reached the end of the crawl
and rested in the T-Room while
I explained the route we would
take and that we would
eventually go full circle and
return to the T-Room from the
opposite direction. While
waiting, I convinced Kim to
see the nice little room just
below the T-Room. I'll let her
tell you about it herself
sometime. We left the T-Room
and continued down the low
passage toward our next stop-the Big Room. The ceiling
gradually got higher until it
was nearly 30 feet high. We
arrived at the Big Room just as
the first of the 40 or so church
camp cavers emerged from the
passage that leads to the
Monument Room and points
beyond. This was a good time
to stop and take a break, get
something to eat, and explore
awhile. The next hour was
spent talking with the hordes
of kids emerging from the
crawl and exploring.
Eventually, the last of the kids
were out and I led them up into
the crawlway in the ceiling of
the Big Room. Once again, we
were crawling through a dry
breakdown passage about two
feet high and accusations of
me giving them a snow-job
about the cave being mostly
walking began to drift down
the crawl to me. I assured them
the crawl was short and that
we would soon arrive at the
The Carbide Courier - Page 11

Air Force Room--the last room
before the Monument Room.
The crawlway ended at the
first of two climbs that would
take us to the Air Force Room.
The first climb is very easy
and takes you to the bottom of
the second, more difficult
climb. The second climb
involves going up an eight foot
inclined breakdown slab with
almost no hand holds.
To get up the climber must
wedge themselves against the
ceiling and tension climb up.
Everyone made the climb with
little difficulty and emerged
into the Air Force Room. This
room is a breakdown chamber
with numerous passages
leading off of it. I asked Kim
to guess which way from here
and she promptly pulled out
her map of the cave. After a
few moments studying it, she
pointed down a passage. Not to
be outdone, Scott got out his
map and a compass and
aligned the map with the
compass. He promptly pointed
to a low breakdown crawl. It
was the right one and off I
went into it. Again, I began to
hear comments about the fact I
told them this was a walking
cave. I began to think they
didn't trust me. Fortunately, the
crawl was short and we
emerged in the Monument
Room, This is the largest room
in the cave, being over 300 feet
long, 50 feet wide, and about
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25 feet high. We stopped to
take a well earned rest and
Andy did his best impression
of a dead body lying on a
ledge. After some pictures on a
convenient rock, we made our
way to the back of the room. I
pointed out the large
stalagmite from which the
room gets its name. We also
admired the many stalactites
and soda straws on the ceiling.
These are about the only
formations left in the cave-only because they are out of
reach. We also stopped to look
at the new entrance to the cave
located in a dome 3O feet
above our heads.
We could see light coming
through what used to be a
dome and the source of the
water in this part of the cave. It
had been opened from the
surface about a year ago as a
means of quick access to the
remote parts of the cave in the
event of a rescue. From here
we made our way down some
breakdown into the large
passage that leads to the Cairn
Room. After a short duckunder and minor crawling we
found ourselves at the
beginning of the stream crawl
that would take us to the
Vo l c a n o R o o m , a n d ,
ultimately, to the Signature
Room and T-Room. There are
numerous holes in the
breakdown that drops you into
the stream crawl and I poked
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around until I found what I
thought was the best one. This
led the group into the low
water crawl and after a
particularly low, nasty spot, we
emerged into a small
breakdown room with a sizable
climb back up to where we
started the water crawl. I didn't
think I should mention to them
that I had picked the wrong
hole and could have avoided
the low crawl. I didn't really
need a riot on my hands this
far back in the cave. While in
the room, another group was
just ahead of us, so we waited
for them to get down the crawl.
When we couldn't hear them
anymore, we continued on to
the base of the Volcano Room.
This room is the just above the
stream crawl and is the
connection to a large upper
level passage. The room gets
its name because its shape
resembles a volcanic crater.
Both entrances to this room are
tight and since I couldn't locate
the "Eye" passage, we went to
the crevice entrance. The
crevice is a narrow, uphill slot
that you have to enter on your
side. This passage proved to be
a challenge for some, but we
eventually got everyone into
the spacious Volcano Room.
Some of the group climbed up
the 20 feet to the upper level
and explored the large walking
passages found there. Others
were pretty tired by this point
and decided to stay at the
The Carbide Courier - Page 12

bottom. When the group
exploring returned, we went
back down the crevice (which
is much easier going down)
and made our way along the
stream crawl.
Along the way, we had to
climb into a rather large
breakdown room. Andy asked
me what the name of this room
was. I told him it didn't have
one that I was aware of. This
resulted in numerous colorful
names for the room that I won't
mention here. From here, we
returned to the wide stream
crawl and in no time emerged
at the bottom of the Signature
Room. The Signature Room is
a large breakdown room that
connects the middle and lower
levels and got its name from
t h e s i g n a t u r e o f " L . V.
Cushing, 1775." Now every
inch of the room has literally
been covered by more recent
signatures in a wide variety of
styles and colors. Both Scott
and Andy remarked they had
seen graffiti covered walls
before, but nothing of this
magnitude. From here, we
made the short walk up into
the T-Room and back to where
our journey began. After a
brief rest, we made our way
back down the entrance crawl
and soon emerged back into
the entrance room. and the
way out. I returned to the
breakdown room to learn that
Bill Gable had discovered
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some interesting and somewhat
tricky passages to explore and
was having difficulty finding
his way out of the maze of
breakdown crawls. We could
see him through various holes
that were too small to enter.
Scott dove back into the crawls
and was eventually able to
direct Bill to the correct hole
and back out. Bill had now
been Baptized to the typical
Indiana cave crawls. We exited
the cave to find that the others
had already trekked back up
the hill to the parking lot. We

MARCH 2017
exited the cave after
approximately four hours into
a rather noisy thunderstorm.
This was quite a change from
the hot, sunny conditions we
had left when we entered the
cave.
Some of the group had planned
to do Queen Blair Cave with
me next, but because of the
weather we decided not to for
safety reasons. Queen Blair is
located at the bottom of the
ridge and since I wasn't sure of

the flood potential of this cave,
decided not to risk it.
In all, I think everyone had a
good time visiting these
Indiana caves. However, I
don't think I was ever able to
convince them this cave had
more walking passage than
crawling. I doubt those on this
trip will ever trust me again.
Oh well, maybe I should have
been a used car salesman. I
look forward to future trips to
some of the state's nicer caves.

Some Observations
By Lou Simpson
(One of the GREATEST CAVERS still around)
Editor’s Note: This was originally printed in the November 1993 Carbide Courier. Colin Gatland
was the editor.
It seems to me that the novice could more quickly learn better caving techniques If they realized that the
reason they seem to tire so quickly Is that they are wasting much of their energy on ineffectual motions.
I have observed on several occasions novice cavers struggle needlessly in tight passages and finally
emerge from them like they could go no further. I suggest in such situations that It could help to move
slowly and deliberately, looking carefully for places to push with an arm or leg. Maybe cavers are born
and not made, but I have noticed a change in my own attitude toward certain tight crawls and chimneys.
Now they look much easier.
(All ye cavers take note! It is sheer poetry to behold Louis Simpson effortlessly glide through a cave!!
Those of us who are fortunate enough to witness this magic, learn early on that if we don't try to
duplicate it we will be forever lost in Lou's cave dust. [ed.] )

The Carbide Courier - Page 13

VOLUME 24, ISSUE 3!

MARCH 2017

DUG Members Mentioned in the NSS 75th Anniversary Book
By Mike Hood
I picked up this book while attending the NSS’ 75th
Anniversary convention this past summer in Ely, NV. Some
DUGsters are mentioned, or pictured, in the book. They are
(with the page numbers listed):
Lynn Brucker - 227
Roger Brucker - 52, 125, 132, 137, 227
Don Conover - 270
Tom Cottrell - 166
Sheila Gallogly - 99
Mike Hood - 48, 143, 268
Tracy Hood - 268
This is a very good book on this history of the NSS and is laid
out much like a school yearbook. The 292 page book is
available to all NSS members through the NSS Bookstore for
$30.

if you did not renew your membership dues by march 1st,
you have been dropped from the active rolls and will
have to reapply. contact our membership chairman, john
cassidy, to renew (jcassidy17@yahoo.com).
The Carbide Courier - Page 14
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Location of the March 12th Grotto Meeting
Walter E. Stebbins High School Student Activity Center
1900 Harshman Rd., Riverside, OH 45424, 7PM

Spring NSS Board of Governors Meeting
The spring National Speleological Society’s Board of Governors meeting will be held on March 25,
2017, at Diamond Caverns in Park City, Kentucky. If you’ve never attended a board of governors
meeting and see how the NSS’ national leaders operate the society, here’s your chance to attend one that
is relatively close by.
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DUG Members for 2017
Members who did not renew by March 1st have been dropped from the grotto membership rolls and will
need to reapply for membership. This is easy to do. Just contact Membership Chairman John Cassidy
at jcassidy17@yahoo.com and he’ll get you signed back up. Current members for 2017 are:
Bob Ausdenmoore
Fred Ball
Michael Bowman
Susan Bowman
Tim Bowman
Lynn Brucker
Roger Brucker
William Bowman
John Cassidy
Tama Cassidy
James Clements
Sherry Clements
Don Conover
Thomas Cottrell
Phillip Davis
Dan Flynn
Sheila Gallogly
Colin Gatland
Dennis Green
Tim Hale
Kevin Hill
Errik Hood
Mike Hood
Tracy Hood

Bruce Isaacs
Finn Johnston
Kelly Johnston
Kevin Johnston
Neena Jud
Werner Jud
Roger June
Leigh Ann McCulla
Nick McCulla
Andy Niekamp
Michael Officer
Jim Pisarowicz
Sandy Rice
Ana Scherschel
Lou Simpson
Mike Stoll
Josh Strain
Beverly Sweet
Rebekah Sweet
Ashley Thurber
Rob Thurber
Mike Wuerth
David Young

Disclaimer--Sylvester Stallone is not a member of DUG!
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