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Find Us On the Web:
www.dugcaves.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DUG.NSS
www.twitter.com/DUGCaves
https://plus.google.com

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Inside this Issue:
Calendar of Events

3 Annual membership is $15 per
individual, $20 per family, or $7.50 for
Grotto Announcements
4 full-time students.
Memberships
renewable on January 1st. Dues can
Minton Hollow (Sloan’s Valley)
5 be mailed to the membership committee
chairman:
DUG Gets Vertical in Rockcastle County, KY.
6
John Cassidy
Updated White Nose Syndrome Map
10 414 Michigan Ave.
Troy, OH 45373
More Photos from DUG’s Past
11
Please make check payable to:
Cover Photo: The Great Saltpetre Preserve on a cool,
Dayton Underground Grotto
cloudy morning. Photo by Mike Hood.
You can also pay with PayPal.

http://www.dugcaves.com/membershipVolume 24, Issue 5

May 2017 and-renewals.html

The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website. The newsletter is
published monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by
Friday preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions
to mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2017 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
May 20-21

Great Saltpetre Preserve Open House.

June 11

Grotto regular membership meeting, 7pm. Location to be determined.

June 19-23

NSS Convention, Rio Rancho, New Mexico (http://nss2017.caves.org/).

July 9

Grotto regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Walter E. Stebbins High School.

July 21-23

Karst-O-Rama at the Great Saltpetre Preserve (http://karstorama.com/)

August 4-6

Indiana Cave Capers, Harrison County Fairgrounds, Corydon, IN
(http://www.cigcaves.com/indiana-cave-capers/all-about-cave-capers/)

August 13

Grotto regular membership meeting, 7pm, at Walter E. Stebbins High School.

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact Tom to purchase one (cottrell.thomas@att.net).
We are officially the 184th different NSS affiliated grotto to have produced a patch
Winner of the 2016 NSS Convention Symbolic Emblem "Caver's Choice" Award

GROTTO IS IN NEED OF A VICE CHAIRMAN!
THE GROTTO IS IN NEED OF A VICE CHAIRMAN. PLEASE CONTACT CHAIRMAN TAMA
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN THIS POSITION.
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Grotto Committees in Need of Chairs
The following committee chairman openings are being advertised in accordance with Grotto Act 06-02.
- Conservation Committee
- Landowner Relations Committee
- Safety and Rescue Committee
- Youth Groups Committee
Members interested in chairing any of these committees should contact the grotto chairman.

Has Any of your Information Changed??
- Address?
- Telephone?
- E-Mail?
- Joined the NSS?
- Other?
If so, please make sure you update your information on the DUG web page. Go to
the “Members-Only” section and click on the “Update Your Information” button.
Don’t have the Members-Only password? No problem, just go to
www.dugcaves.com and click on the “Request the Members-Only Password”
button.

THERE WILL NOT BE A
MAY MEETING AS THE
DATE FALLS ON MOTHER’S
DAY. SEE YOU IN JUNE!
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Editor’s Note: Here are two articles from the early days of DUG. The first was originally published
in the August 1993 Carbide Courier, and the second in the October 1993 Carbide Courier (Colin
Gatland was the editor).

Minton Hollow (Sloan's Valley)
by Dan Flynn
June 26, 1993
This was one of four guided
trips this day of the second
annual Wormfest.
The day
started with a planned
departure from the KOA in
Renfro Valley of 9:30 AM. So,
somewhere around 11:00 AM
we finally started to roll. We
reached the Crockett residence
by about quarter to noon, and
found Duke Hopper there
along with Lou Simpson and
Harry Goepel. Duke was there
to set up a new cave register
program for Sloan's Valley.
Everyone in the group had to
sign in on an elaborate register.
It was brand new, we were the
first to sign it - even before it
got to the cave.
Once all
signed in, we maneuvered the
cars through the gate and the
caravan continued back to the
end of the road down by the
Minton trail. I think we had
six cars, so it was a little
crowded at the dead end.
We all got suited up, took a
look at the map and headed
down the trail.
I gave
everyone a copy of a section of
the map, and offered to teach
map reading. At the Minton
entrance everyone basked in

the cool air. It was half past
noon, and the temperature was
in the low nineties. I counted a
total of nineteen people on the
trip - quite a large group. We
started in with frequent stops,
and explored down to the VW
Passage. This was flooded so
we headed back to the Duck
Under. I knew I was in trouble
already.
My carbide lamp,
even with a 2 inch flame, just
couldn't compete with all the
light this large group produced.
Walking in front all I could see
was my shadow in front on
me!
We went through the Duck
Under, and on to Lost and
Found Corners without getting
wet. In fact, the pool just after
the Duck Under was only
moist mud. I feared Dread
Pool, which I had touted as
being a deep, dark pool, would
be too low to have fun. I
showed everyone the debris on
the ceiling and explained that
the area flash floods to the
ceiling.
for some reason,
everyone wanted to press on.
We went through the Round
Room and found the waterfall
nonexistent.
On past the
The Carbide Courier - Page 5

Spitting Rock intersection and
into the lower sections of the
Big Passage we continued.
The trek up the Big Passage
has to be the most memorable
for me. Every so often I'd stop
for a break, and look back to
see a trail of lights that looked
something like those old Coke
commercials
"....I'd buy the
world a Coke." By the time
the last of the party caught up,
I'd be getting cold.
As expected, Dread Pool was
low.
Some lowly caver
blasphemed something about
Dread Puddle....We walked
right around it, and up into the
Jig Saw Room. Here we took
a long break, with the group
splitting up. Some climbed up
Geiser's Dome to see the
clouds, others went in search
of Little Dread Pool. After
quite a while we skirted the
next big dome, and stopped to
see the Crinoid Stems in the
rock at the bottom. After this
we hit the real Big Passage.
Everyone was duly amazed,
but soon tired of breakdown
climbing. We went all the way
to the end of the Big Passage,
looking for Lou's party. Near
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Canoe Rock I learned from
Sheila, my sweeper, that four
of the group had opted to wait
behind. That was fine except
that I didn't plan to return that
way!
I took the rest of the group
down through the Caramel
Passage. I think everyone was
impressed with the caramel so impressed that I heard some
interesting discussions on what
one could do with caramel in
the cave.... Anyway, back at
the Big Passage we had to wait
for the other four to come back
and meet us. They wondered
how we ended up behind them.
By now my carbide was
driving me crazy. I couldn't
get enough light from it, even
with a torch flame. The flame
was so long and hot that it
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literally burned my flame
protector off! I'll have to call
Bob & Bob on that. I know
there are a few who have
caved in close quarters with
me that can appreciate the way
I usually run my lamp.
When I said we were on the
way out, I damn near got ran
over. The breaks were fewer,
and much shorter. Everyone
wanted out. I was amazed at
how much food was consumed
on this trip. I felt inadequate
with my squished Milkyway
(left over from the Pine Hill
experience the day before).
We did meet up with Lou's
group just north of the
Corkscrew.
We took one
member his group (that made
his group 8, and ours 20).
Afterward they commented on

the noise and light we
generated (I wonder if they
thought we had one eye,
something like a carbide
lamp.....)
We made it out in a little over
an hour, exiting around 6:00
PM. The trip was advertised at
five to six hours, so we did
quite well. Everyone was glad
to be out, but said it was a
good trip. Congratulations to
all for doing so well on a rather
long trip.
I hope you all
enjoyed it.
Dan was the founder of the
grotto and served as its first
chairman from 1992-1994. He
was awarded the grotto’s
Honorary Member designation
in 1994.

D.U.G. Gets Vertical In Rockcastle Co. KY.
By Colin Gatland
Sept. 24-26, 1993
Colin Gatland, Scott Sweet,
Pamela Garrett, Linda
Johnson, Kim Good, Pat
Slater, James Odom, Sheila
Osipov and MoJo the
Wonderdog.
With Bob Green as the
Photographer & Cameos by
Andy Niekamp and the elusive
Joe Windows
I met Scott Sweet at his home
at 4:45 pm on Friday & as is

usually the case, mass
pandemonium came flying
toward me as I got out of the
Cave Truck. We finally loaded
up the gear by 5:15 pm and
headed for......Odd Lots. Scott
had forgot to pick up cord for
his rope pads. Oh well I enjoy
driving in rush hour traffic
anyway, off we went.
The game plan was to meet
Linda, Pat & Pamela at a
shopping center near Scotts
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house at 6:00pm. We left Odd
Lots at 5:40 pm and headed for
the meeting point. We tried to
reach Pam (Cave Babe) on the
CB as she lived fairly close.
No reply as of yet. Scott
mentioned that his wife had
Sticky Buns & I said that I
would love to eat one. He
agreed and I called his wife on
the car phone and asked her to
get her buns out to the
driveway so we could have a
snack. She said that we would
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have to come in and get them.
I let Scott do the honors and
they were better than we ever
imagined. A half dozen, fresh
out of the oven, with fake
butter even. These were
consumed at the shopping
center buy most of us, being
cavers we see a lot of buns but
few are good enough to munch
on.
Linda (Bat Girl) had her CB
ready, I (Cave God) had my
CB on waiting for Pamela
(Cave Babe) to check in. Scott
(Cave Boy) used mine but
rarely said anything in english.
Pat who had no CB became the
brunt of our curious topics.
Onward we went by 6:15 pm, a
three hour tour of southern
Ohio, northern KY and central
Ky.
The weather started to look
like it could get rough, tiny
cars could get tossed, if not for
the courage of the fearless
crew (cave God & Cave Boy),
the expedition might get lost!
We set our sights for a rest area
south of Lexington and headed
for the relief stations. Much to
our dismay so did 40 young
kids mostly.....no all boys, this
sight of these kids running
toward those 4 urinals meant
that if we weren't faster we
would be in line for an hour.
We ran faster but it took us 10
minutes to find our way to the
exit.
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We left the rest area with the
sardine packed mens room
memory still fresh in our
minds & headed south for the
final push to the KOA in
Renfro Valley. We arrived at
9:15 pm, 3 hours after we left
Dayton. Camp went up quickly
thanks to the moron weather
people (these people get
lumped into one group...
brainless), who had promised
us fine weather the day before,
but conveniently changed it to
water falling from the sky
when they heard that we were
coming. Bob the photographer
had arrived a couple of hours
earlier and had his condo tarp
tent already up.
Out came the Genny Pounders
(The Official Drink Of
D.U.G), some chicken breasts
went on the grill & Pam had a
Boy Scout Foil Dinner she had
renamed a Girl Scout Burger
or something like that (this was
also cooked on the grill). Jim
showed up around 10:00pm,
Kim and Sheila soon after. Joe
and Andy arrived after 1:00 am
I think. I hit the sleeping bag at
a little past midnight and slept
well.
Saturday started with a pretty
good caving breakfast and 3
cups of coffee for $3.00
courtesy of the fine KOA
folks. Several of us early birds
ate, told numerous lies and
repeated bad jokes for an hour
The Carbide Courier - Page 7

or so. Did I mention that the
weather was not going to work
out for a vertical trip today?
The rain was here to stay at
least most of the day..........Plan
"B" went into effect.
Unfortunately I had not
thought about a plan "B".
After a couple of minutes I had
a plan. Those of us who
wanted to go to Pine Hill and
really look around, well would.
The rest would do something
else (they went to Climax Cave
and removed 4 trash bags of
garbage.......Thank you!).
The Pine Hill crew suited up
and entered the cave at 11:20
am. The crew consisted of
Pamela, James, Pat, Scott &
Myself. Pam and Jim had not
been in the cave before, Pat
and Scott only once, I had been
in the cave about 6 times. The
stream level was very low even
with the rain falling outside.
We had several areas which
could be accessed in the event
of a flash flood, however the
conditions did not seem right
for that to happen. We had a
leisurely trip in the cave and
went to the base of Skylight
Dome. This is where we were
supposed to be Rappelling and
Ascending today but due to the
weather we were just
imagining the ropes reaching
the pit bottom and the
adrenalin coursing through our
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bodies as we ascend 130 feet
on a 7/16" rope. Oh well.....
another time I guess.
We n e x t w e n t t h r o u g h
Disneyland and it's nice
sculpted rocks and small
waterfalls. This led us to the
Ball-Washer and the main 2
waterfalls. The first is about 4
feet high with a large (about
12-15 ft. diameter) drop pool.
This pool is about 10 ft. deep
and crystal clear. We had to
hug the right side of the pool
and step very carefully on a
submerged ledge. About 3/4 of
the way to the falls you are
required to grab a jug handle
and swing your body over
another deep pool and step on
yet another submerged ledge.
After this is done you can
climb up the waterfall. Jim lost
his footing and got a little wet.
The rest of us did ok. Pam had
the shortest leg stretch but
made it anyway. Scott lost
$5.00 on a bet at that point. We
proceeded up the next
waterfall to the dome chain
ahead. There are 6 domes
interconnected here. The tallest
are about 125' or so. We poked
around here a little and headed
back. The waterfall had to be
done in reverse but between
the screams from the cold
water touching areas that don't
like cold water to touch them,
we all made it.
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We then headed to the terminal
breakdown area of the cave.
This has some of the few
remaining Speleothems left in
the cave. The area is quite
large and
is nice to poke
around in. The breakdown has
some low crawls that seem to
go somewhere. Oh well, a
Kodak moment later and we
were on our way to the right
fork area of the cave and the
Tower Domes.
I had not been in much of the
right fork of the cave so this
was quite new to me. I had
pictured a few domes that were
in excess of 150 feet. But
nothing prepared me for what
we saw. The tower domes area
is full of huge domes all
interconnected there are
probably 20-25 domes in this
area. Go through a hole and
there are more domes, go
through a hole and you are 30
or 40 feet up a dome. The
domes created passages 15 feet
wide and 100-150 feet high.
How could I have not been
here before? Wow!
Pamela was getting a little cold
from the waterfall so we
regrouped and headed back
out. After a wrong turn or two
we entered the proper canyon
passage and headed back to the
junction of the right fork's
northern section. This section
is supposed to house the
elusive fourth entrance to Pine
The Carbide Courier - Page 8

Hill Cave. Some say it
is......some say it ain't.
We headed back out to the
main passage and the light of
day that lay ahead of it. In the
process of the trip we filled up
a garbage bag with cheap beer
cans, cigarette boxes, a
propane bottle, batteries,
gatorade bottle, various plastic
things......you get the idea. This
is the most trash that I have
seen in the cave & it really
bothers me. It's too bad that
banging people's heads into the
rocks when they do this is no
longer Politically Correct,
What's this world coming to?
We exited the cave 5 hours
after we started. We had done a
lot in that amount of time and
we were greeted by a bit of
sunshine too! After we posed
for group photos, and stood
still for 60 seconds while
Pam's camera took our picture
by itself. After this we headed
for the Cave Truck and got out
of our cave duds and had a
beverage. We then set our
sights for the KOA and the
showers.
The other group returned with
the stories of the Climax Cave
trip and the trash that they had
removed. Jim made up some
Black Bean salsa and got out
the whole grain chips to dip. A
few Genny Pounders and a
nice Saturday night was at
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hand. We cooked up a boatload
of Chicken breasts and ate
well. The rest of the gang
decided to go to Great
Saltpeter Cave and look
around. Jim, Pamela & Myself
stayed behind and built up a
really nice fire. The evening
went quite well and Jim passed
me a couple of fine Dark
Beers, being English I
accepted, these went down
nicely! By midnight I turned in
and slept better than the night
before. I had hopes of a better
Sunday (weather wise), and at
least a couple of vertical trips.
Sunday morning was dry, but
dark clouds were still hovering
in the sky. We ate breakfast,
again for $3.00, told more lies,
stories, bad jokes and threw in
a few great memories of the
1992 NSS Convention. After
all this, camp was broke and
we headed for some pits, after
all this is why we came in the
first place. I took Linda, James
and Pamela to the 30' skylight
pit entrance in Across The
Road Cave. This was their first
actual pit and they all did very
well. The ascent was almost as
smooth as the descent. We derigged and headed out to meet
up with the rest of the crew at
Sinks Pit. Pamela had to leave
at this point so we bummed a
couple of Diet Pepsi's from her
and bid her a safe trip back
home.
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We found the other cars,
parked, and set out for the pit.
Voice contact was made and a
few minutes later we were all
together. This pit weighs in at
about 120' deep & can only be
YoYoed. The entrance area is
large and very impressive.
They had two ropes rigged and
we were all ready to go. Kim
had to leave to meet a cable
TV guy ( I didn't know they
worked on Sunday).
Jim
rigged first and went
down. Scott went next while
sheila and myself got our act
together. After a couple of
minutes sheila started down,
and after I corrected a problem
with my rack I started into the
pit. The initial lip is a bit tricky
due to loose sand and leaves.
Once past this the drop is
really a nice one. The pit
reveals other domes
interconnected and nicely
sculpted rock all around. I
enjoyed this drop and the
ascent afterwards. It was nice
to take my time and look
around at various points on the
way up. This pit would be a
really good pit for newer
vertical people to do. We have
done Pine Hill's Skylight
Dome before but the access is
very small. In Sinks Pit you
can have access to everyone
and help them out if they need
assistance.
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We all finished up the drop and
ascent without a hitch and derigged. All of us agreed that
the weekend turned out very
well despite the rainy weather.
After returning to the cave
vehicles and a quick change
into non-caver clothes, we
headed out. CB's on, sheila
now assumed the handle of
(Sheleobabe). She drove with
Bat Girl and I (Cave God),
drove with Cave Boy. The
topics for the next 4 hours (we
had an hour of construction
backup) were quite typical of
what you would expect from
our group of close cavers. We
look forward to our next
vertical trip later on this fall. I
would like to come back to
Sinks Pit as well as Pine Hill's
Skylight Dome. Deweys Drop
is supposed to be a very nice
pit to drop also.
Colin is another charter
member of the grotto and
served as its newsletter editor
for many years. He was the
grotto chairman from
1999-2001. Colin was also
active in the National
Speleological Society in
various capacities, and was the
N S S ’ O p e r a t i o n s Vi c e
President from 2002-2004. He
was awarded the NSS’ Fellow
Award in 1999 and the NSS
Spelean Arts and Letters
Award in 2002. He was named
an Honorary Member of the
grotto in 1994.
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NSS President-Elect Geary Schindel and Mike Hood at the 2015 NSS Convention in Waynesville, MO.
Geary will assume the office at the 2017 NSS Convention. Geary is a long-time friend of the grotto and
we often stayed at his house when he lived in Nashville, TN.

Updated White Nose Syndrome Map
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More photos from DUG’s past:
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