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The Carbide Courier is on-line and available for download from
the Dayton Underground Grotto website, or from
DUGCarbideCourier.weebly.com. The newsletter is published
monthly. Submissions must be sent to the editor by Friday
preceding the last week of the month. Send submissions to
mkhood@woh.rr.com.
The Carbide Courier, copyright (c) 2014 by the Dayton
Underground Grotto.
Excluding reprinted material and
individually copyrighted articles, permission is granted to caving
and cave conservation organizations to reprint material from this
publication, with proper credit given to the author and The
Carbide Courier. Articles appearing in The Carbide Courier do
not necessarily represent the official views of the grotto and/or its
members.
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Calendar of Events
September 6 Annual grotto picnic and auction at the “Great Rice Preserve.” Bring a dish to share,
BYOB, and an auction item. More information to come.
October 25

Fall NSS Board of Governors meeting in Indianapolis, IN.

March 7

Spring NSS Board of Governors meeting in San Antonio, TX.

July 13-17

2015 NSS Convention http://nss2015.caves.org/

Get Your Very Own Grotto Patch!
Designed by our very own Tom Cottrell, you too can own one of these handsome patches. They are
$5 each. Contact our treasurer, Pam Carpenter, to purchase one (pcarpenter@woh.rr.com). Or, send a
check to:
Pam Carpenter
3715 Woodman Drive
Kettering, OH 45429
We are officially the 184th different NSS affiliated grotto to have produced a patch
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Ergor Evaluates New Caver Products
By Ergor Rubreck
Can new products make a
caver's life safer, easier, and
more
productive?
Manufacturers of equipment
and products for cavers are
always after me to test new
products. I believe this is
because my reports are full of
candor, balance, and facts. I
never accept checks for these
evaluations. I prefer cash.
Today I present my exhaustive
evaluation of four new
offerings. They are a rock
dissolving spray for use in
tight places, an innovative
replacement for battery
chargers, a single double-wide
knee pad, and a multi-pocket
vest that eliminates the need to
carry a bulky cave pack.
Rock Dissolving Spray
Cave conservationists know
that blasting or rock shaving
modify the cave in unnatural
ways. Yet, the explorer's desire
to know what is beyond the
too-tight squeeze is sometimes
insatiable. A new aerosol
product dissolves limestone
and dolomite in a few seconds.
Tight places are rendered
accessible. And you can go
where no caver has gone
before. This 16 oz. aerosol
spray applies as easily as
graffiti paint and works
silently to melt away unwanted
rock.
I tested the Rock

Dissolving Spray product in a
secret cave in my back yard. It
works as advertised. My test
object was a low hanging rock
b l o c k i n g a c r a w l w a y.
Following directions on the
can, I sprayed the rock and it
appeared to shrink before my
very eyes.
The passage
leading on quit in a mud fill
around the first bend. Since the
directions said: Do not use on
terminal mud, I retreated.
There is one precaution,
however. The spray produces
lethal fumes. You could die
there! Fortunately, I donned
my SpeleoAir Mask, attached
to an air bottle that I had been
asked to evaluate the previous
month. Rock Dissolving
Spray is available for $439.95
from www.Goodby Rox.com.
Caution: Cannot be shipped by
U.S.P.S., FedEx, UPS, or
common carrier.
Line O' Power
Battery chargers for cave
lights, cell phones, and iPods
always seem to disappear
when you need them, or the
plug does not fit. A caver's
alternative is the new
LineO'Power extension cord
from DeepDive Specialties.
Made originally for cave
divers, the nylon line contains
a 77 AWG pair of copper wires
attached to a universal battery
The Carbide Courier - Page 4

charger. The caver places the
charger at the cave mouth and
uses the ball-bearing reel to
pay out the conductive line
behind him or her. The line is
marked indelibly with a code
to show the way out: the single
mark points out of the cave
and the double mark points
into the cave (or is it the other
way around?) I attached the
LineO'Power to my Sten Light
battery, leaving me in the dark.
I reattached it to the light,
leaving the battery unattached.
Upon reaching the darkness
barrier (not to be confused
with the endurance barrier,) I
realized I was in total
darkness.
By feel alone, I
retreated to the entrance where
I was able to read the
instructions. The charger must
be plugged into a 120 VAC
outlet. For this reason I do not
recommend the LineO'Power
for dry caves, unless you are
exploring a commercial cave
that has a power outlet at the
place where exploration
commences. LineO'Power
comes complete with a
stainless steel ball-bearing reel
and 200 feet of power line,
plus charger, for $750.00 plus
$29.95 S&H, from Risk-ESportz, Box 77, Tulsa, OH
45419.
P. S. I did find it impossible to
read the direction code in pitch
darkness. -- E.R.
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Skateboard Flexipad
Have you ever strapped the
right knee pad on your left
knee? Or mounted a knee pad
upside down? Such a mistake
can ruin a cave trip for
sensitive cavers. I myself
spotted the perfect answer in
the X-Game Stuff catalog -- a
pad made for competitive
skateboard riders that slips on
the board, secured with an
elastic band.
It cushions the feet from
extreme impacts. I asked the
supplier for an evaluation
sample, telling him that I am
the foremost caver in the world
with a following of millions of
cave explorers. My Flexipad
came in a plain brown
wrapper. Leaving my regular
knee pads at home, I journeyed
to my favorite, Gigundo Cave
in New Jersey. It has a 240foot crawlway with fishhooklike nubbins on the floor.
Kneeling on the Flexipad with
both knees I propelled myself
by hopping and sliding the pad
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forward inch by inch. It was
somewhat awkward as my
helmet smacked the ceiling
with every hop. And it took
9:30 hrs. to reach the end of
the cave. As with all
specialized equipment, the
Flexipad will appeal to cavers
who hate the nuisance of
multiple knee pads and those
not interested in setting speed
records. Flexipad is available
for $39.95 from X-Game Stuff,
General Delivery, Wilmington,
DE. Includes no-money-back
lifetime warranty.
CarryAll Vest
Cave packs are a drag. The
CarryAll Vest seemed the
answer to lugging a 20-lb. cave
pack, so I was happy to honor
the manufacturer's request to
evaluate the garment. The vest
is modified from a
photographer's multi-pocket
vest by the use of Cordura
fabric. The well-vested caver
can leave the bulky pack
behind and carry all caving
necessities in special pockets

located on all parts of the vest.
There is a padded pocket for a
Disto-X, zippered pockets for
gorp, string cheese, and
crackers, and a rubber-lined
pocket for liquids.
Due to
other commitments I was not
able to perform the evaluation.
But Sharon P. Bottles stepped
in. She reported the CarryAll
vest, size 40, was too loose for
her diminutive frame, but by
wrapping her sleeping bag
around her she was able to stop
the clanking of carabineers and
pitons. "I liked the light blue
color, but I kept forgetting
which thing was in which
pocket," she reported.
Fortunately, the CarryAll Vest
is available in 12 colors
including camouflage. Specify
size and color. $219 from
DeVestiture, Inc., 8456 North
West South St., Eastmont, NJ.
Shipping weight: 32 lbs.
Next time we will evaluate
Plastex Biners, GlowWax for
helmets, and Ensure Jolly
Beans.

From the Editor
I need material for the newsletter! It wasn’t that long ago
that I was getting complaints about not publishing a
newsletter. I replied that it’s hard to publish one without
anything to put in it! There were members who said they
would start sending me articles and such (and for awhile,
that was true). However, the past few issues have been hard
to do as I’m not getting much to publish. If it weren’t for
Roger forwarding me Ergor’s articles each month, there
would be no newsletter! (Continued on page 9)
The Carbide Courier - Page 5
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Ergor Tests More New Products
By Ergor Rubreck
Due to popular demand by
three widely scattered sport
cavers, I will continue my
evaluation of new products
specifically invented for cavers
to buy, use, and write about in
glowing terms. My evaluation
methods are fully as rigorous
as those of Consumer Reports,
the monthly magazine that
evaluates nose picks and other
valuable products. The ER
Best Buy Seal is awarded to
Best-in-Class products by me,
(a skull and bones to indicate
the product is a steal !)!
We'll examine and evaluate
these new products: Ensure
Jolly Beans, Plastek
Carabiners, and helmet Glow
Wax. All of these products
have been developed for, or
adapted by, cavers, knowing
that high performance caving
requires maximum energy,
stamina and endurance, and
ultra-light weight. Such
products are pricy, but high
technology is costly. Ask the
government. New materials,
such as Unobtanium and
Plastek, took millions of
dollars to develop, and you
know the inventers want to get
their money back. They'd like
to get your money, too.
Ensure Jolly Beans !
Cavers are always on the
lookout for high energy,

minimum weight foods, and
Ensure Jolly Beans provide a
nutritious lift during grueling
32- to 48- hour cave trips. The
manufacturer combined baked
beans with pineapple juice for
those entertained by Hawaiian
music. The Ensure addition
added a complex chocolate
flavor note, plus 239 vitamins
and minerals -- every known
additive -- for preservation,
emulsification, spoilage
retardation, and anti-oxidation.
They contain tri-sodiumfreeforall and noacetol for
attitude adjustment.
Hawaiian lava tubes are known
for their great length and
abrasive walls that scrape the
dermis, epidermis, and
subcutaneous tissue.
Shakedown trials of Ensure
Jolly Beans were conducted by
the Oahu Speleological Society
(OSS.)
Cavers in the 50th
state wear lava-lava sarongs to
mitigate skin abrasions, and
report that Jolly Beans keep
spirits high. Cavers who
indulge too heavily in spirits
remain high also (the practice
of adding rum to Jolly Beans is
not recommended by me or the
manufacturer.)
Jolly Beans come in a
rainbow of colors and mixed
fruit flavors, with pineapple
prevailing. I found Jolly Beans
preferable to Gorp, but that
The Carbide Courier - Page 6

may be due to pocket lint
inadvertently mixed with the
Gorp in my pocket. The dime
in there tipped me off to the
possibility of contamination.
Jolly Beans provided the lift I
needed to hand-over-hand my
way up the 30-foot vertical
rope when I encountered a
Coral Snake just inches from
my pack during a long survey
in a lava tube. It may have
been the sugar high from
swallowing a full package of
Jolly Beans, or the almost
immediate lift from flatulance
that propelled me up the
standing rope. That saved me
from certain death. At any rate,
I heartily endorse Ensure Jolly
Beans for rigorous and
vigorous caving. Jolly Beans
are available in packages of
250 from Hawaii High Lift
S u p p l i e s , P. O B o x 2 3 ,
Honolulu, HI.
Postpaid
$39.95.
Plastek Carabiners 
Those cavers who dislike a
showy spectacle of marching
into a restaurant with
carabiners clanking and
clinking on their waist bands
will welcome Plastek
Carabiners. While not entirely
noiseless (they make a soft, not
unpleasant clicking sound,)
they nevertheless look like the
real thing without the annoying
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metallic jangle. Plastek is the
material used in high-tech
bowling balls.
They are
guaranteed not to chip, split, or
discolor (money back 30-day
warranty.)
Some purist cavers may ask,
"Are they safe?"
The answer is NO. On each
biner is printed in 6 point
Miopia Old Style font are the
w o r d s N O T TO B E U S E D F O R
CLIMBING.
The warning is
admittedly a little hard to see,
but with a magnifying glass it
is easy to read the dark gray
type in the light gray
background. My take is to
never take Plastek Carabiners
into active lava caves where
melting may be a hazard.
Anyone who has seen the
movie will understand the fate
of the wicked witch as she
says, "I'm melting..." Taking
the biners into bowling alleys
is probably OK. Plastek
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Caribiners are made of
recycled milk bottles fortified
with unobtanium for strength.
Showboat cavers may order a
lifetime supply of 24
for
$48.00 from PerfectReplica
Specialties, Wharf 22,
Natchez, Mississippi.
Helmet Glow Wax "
After several cave trips my
new cave helmet appeared
scratched and dull. A far cry
from the sleek and gleaming
polished dome that came out of
the box.
Tired of looking
shabby, I tried carnauba wax
from the auto store. That
improved the shine, but it did
not look better-than-new. I
sought perfection! Shinola
Shoe Polish with a spit-shine
l o o k e d b e t t e r, b u t t h e
application required a long and
sweaty arm-fatiguing bout with
a pop cloth. Then I found the
answer in a mining supply
catalog, Helmet Glow Wax

was endorsed by the UMW
(United Mine Workers).
I ordered a can from MSA
(Mine Safety Apparatus) for
$17.88 via. UPS. The product
is an aerosol spray that appears
dull on first application, but
dries to a brilliant, yes, eyehurting glow similar to
squinting at the sun (not
recommended.) I tested it next
to a Scurion Light and it put
the latter to shame.
I know the glow dazzled all
onlookers because I walked
into a Grotto meeting and
every caver averted his or her
eyes.
"Stop!" some yelled.
"Turn off the damn spotlight!"
"You're hurting my eyes!"
I
beat a quick retreat because I
value the health of fellow
cavers. Truth be told, it hurts
my own eyes to look at my
helmet for more than a few
seconds.

Grotto Meeting, Picnic, and Auction!
There will be a "short" meeting at the annual "Great Rice Preserve." Saturday, September 6,
2014, 5pm til whenever!
Auction, picnic, bonfire and party!
Bring: A chair, adult beverage, side dish to share for dinner, check book or cash, and items to
donate to the auction--cave related or not! (if it doesn't sell, you take it home)!
Questions? E-mail cubelo@woh.rr.com
Hope to see you then.
Sandy & Dave Rice
The Carbide Courier - Page 7
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Ergor Rubreck’s Caving Awards
By Ergor Rubreck
Lew Bicking was a hardcharging go-go caver, full of
energy and always ready to
tackle the toughest caves. To
honor his memory the National
Speleological Society (NSS)
created the “Lew Bicking
Award” for the caver who that
year exemplified the energetic
s p i r i t e x h i b i t e d b y M r.
Bicking. Some of the world’s
leading cave explorers have
been nominated and a few
selected for this singular honor.
Alas, I have not, perhaps
because the speleo world is
waiting until my demise to
establish the “Ergor Rubreck
Award” for supercharged
caving and indefatigablism.
To tell the truth, the only
award I have been given was
the “Gold Bricking Award” by
my fellow soldiers.
They
never explained it to my
satisfaction, so I assume it was
f o r v a l o r, e f f i c i e n c y,
conservation of energy, and
scouting missions out-of- sight
of confirmatory testimony.
Awards, like icebergs, have a
lot going on below the surface:
The visible symbol only hints
at the bravery and heroic
performances of the recipient. I
know that modesty prohibits
me from describing my most
wonderful accomplishments
and examples of selfs ac r if ic in g h e r o is m. F o r

example, I once saved 21
Ukrainian cavers from a
freezing death. I had to leave
their party early and locked the
cave gate behind me on my
departure. When they failed to
return at the appointed time for
their emergence, I was woken
from a sound sleep to rush to
rescue them. It turned out they
had returned to the gate, and
finding it locked, saw their life
slipping away abandoned to
the freezing drafts whistling
through the gate. When I
arrived at the gate I found a
pitiable lot of blue Ukrainian
cavers reaching their hands
through the gate in
desperation.
“Silly cavers,” I said, “the gate
key is under that rock on the
left side of the gate below the
bottom hinge, where I placed
it.” (It was a struggle fitting
together the Ukrainian words
to advise them, but eventually
they put together my utterings
and pointings, and found the
gate key.)
Surely my rescue should have
earned me an award of some
kind, such as the Carnegie
Medal, but they probably had
no such award in that country.
Instead they awarded me a
one-way ticket on the next
train.
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Tommy Brucker won the Lew
Bicking Award one year. I had
previously taught him
everything he knows about
caves and caving. But I didn’t
tell him everything I know.
His friends affectionately call
him “Tommy Death” but I
know that is an exaggeration.
He is still alive! Part of his
reputation is deserved, part not
so much. He once climbed by
stemming (mountain climbing
lingo for chimneying) a wide
slippery canyon to the
amazement of his caving
companions. Nobody could
follow him. His reach and his
daring were no match for the
others. “How do I get down!”
he shouted.
His companions immediately
recognized this as his
rhetorical question, calculated
by him to force his fellow
cavers to analyze the problem.
Natural teachers use this
technique to inspire learning
by engaging students at a
“teachable moment.” Instead,
the two-inch-thick ledge he
had just crawled across emitted
a loud crack and plunged
sixteen feet to the floor, barely
missing the onlookers. Not one
of the lesser-experienced
cavers could give nowstranded Tommy a feasible
alternative for his impending
gravity descent.
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Tommy yelled, “Give up? You
don’t get down from a canyon,
you get down from a goose!”
This truly educational
response was punctuated by
the obvious peril that seemed
to await Tommy.
Calmly,
Tommy asked the cavers
below to use their carbide
lamps to smoke a ladder rung
on the wall. The carbon build
up soon made a step, allowing
one of the cavers to mount the
rung and smoke another rung
on the wall. Within four hours
they had smoked a carbon
ladder up to Tommy, allowing
him to descend smoothly and
safely to the floor.
The not-so-remarkable
contribution to his reputation
was to always arrive back in
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camp several hours after his
sign-in time expectation. The
missing Tommy created a
heightened air of expectation
back at camp. Would he come
back alive this time? Would
his fellow cavers escape the
flooding waters? Would they
be forced to mount a rescue?
A recovery?
On his late return he would
shrug and roll his eyes, never
explaining the risky escapes
and sudden rock falls that
probably beset his party. His
companions, white with
f a t i g u e a n d f e a r, w o u l d
giveonly faint accounts of the
feats they had witnessed. I
think he delayed their exit
from the cave by telling
stories, knowing full well the

powerful effect of a last
minute arrival of a missing
cave party.
The award I propose is the
“Flatrock Award.” Everybody
who has caved for a couple of
years has experienced on his
party the odd caver who was
so inept as to be an enigma.
How could anyone be so
stupid, so clumsy, so unsafe,
so boring, so obnoxious? The
party leader who is eligible for
the Flatrock Award is the one
who brings down a flat rock
with lethal force on the head of
the odd caver, and has sworn
his party members to silence
as to the real circumstances. I
am quite sure there will be
many winners of “Ergor
Rubreck Flatrock Award.”

(From the editor, continued from page 5)
As the editor, I’m extremely happy that Ergor sends me items to publish.
entertaining, and often, enlightening!

His articles are always

Could it be we have no one in the grotto caving anymore? I doubt that’s true, but if they are, they’re not
sharing stories with the rest of us!
I enjoy putting out the newsletter, and would still like to publish it monthly. However, if I can’t get
things to publish, it may return to a quarterly publication, or none at all.
Help me out here and send me things to publish!
I thank you for your time.
Mike Hood
Editor
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DEDICATED TO THE EXPLORATION,
STUDY, AND CONSERVATION OF CAVES

Proposed façade

The NSS has purchased a new headquarters!
Property Highlights:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

94+ acres of mostly forested land with two known caves
A 31,000 sq. ft. building -- plenty of space for a larger office, library, bookstore, and secure storage.
The design will accommodate an easy remodel to upgrade and suit our needs.
Five conference rooms for hosting cave & karst related seminars such as NCRC or NCKMS.
A banquet hall that will accommodate 800 seated diners.
A caver-ready campground complete with power, water, bathrooms, and picnic pavilions.
Outstanding opportunities to increase the NSS’s value to caves, cavers, and speleologists!

We need your help!
We are relying on your support to cover the cost of purchasing and remodeling the property.

There are several ways you can be a part of this vital project:
9 Sustaining Donor - This program provides the NSS with a steady, reliable source of monthly income
specifically for the new headquarters. Sign up for as little as $5 a month to make regular contributions
automatically through your credit card, debit card or automatic bank draft.
9 Team 404 – 404 NSS members donating $25 a month will cover our mortgage payments. Sign up for
$25 a month –or- any combination of $300 a year or more and automatically become one of our core
fundraisers - Team 404! You will receive a nice polo shirt showing your commitment to our Society.
9 Buy-A-Brick – For each $100 donation, we will laser engrave your message in a brick for all to see.
The bricks will be used for a patio area, walkways, or other ornamental features.
9 Buy-A-Block – For each $50 donation, we will designate one block in the outer wall as “your block.”
The block map will be on display in the new NSS Headquarters and kept as a permanent record.
Visit the HQComm web pages
for the latest progress and photos:
http://caves.org/commission/hq/index.shtml

Questions?
Contact fundraising@caves.org
or president@caves.org
for additional information.
94+ acres with large buildings, parking lot & campground

Part of our new
Library space

Photos © 2012, Glenn Baeske / The Huntsville Times

Campground & Picnic Pavilions
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Our 11,000 sq. ft. Auditorium
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YES! I’d like make a donation to support our new
NSS Headquarters & Conference Center.
Name : ____________________________________________________
Email : ______________________________________________

NSS # : _________________

Phone :________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Please indicate your level of support:
Team 404 membership: Please charge my credit card $_________ per (Month/Year) until I contact you
in writing or the mortgage is paid. (Minimum $25 per month or $300 per year.)
Team 404 Shirt size:

XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL

XXXL

M

F

Sustaining Donor: Charge $_______ per month ($5 min.) until I contact you or the mortgage is paid.
Buy-A-Brick: Number of bricks @ $100 each: ______ Total $:__________
When purchasing bricks write your message below (max 3 lines, 20 characters per line). Text will be centered.
Line 1: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 2: ___________________________________________________________________________
Line 3: ___________________________________________________________________________

Buy-A-Block: Number of blocks @ $50 each: ______ Total $:__________
One time donation $__________
Payment: We suggest you use your NSS Visa card!
Enclosed is my check payable to: The National Speleological Society
Please charge my credit card:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Automatic bank withdrawal – Contact the office to give your details: (256) 852-1300, nss@caves.org
Billing address if different from above: ____________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________ State: _______

Zip: _____________

Credit card number: ____________________________________________ Expires: _____/_________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________
Your signature: ___________________________________________________

3-Digit CCV _______
Date _____/______

Mail to: NSS Headquarters, 2813 Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810-4431
Or scan and e-mail to: nss@caves.org
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ROCKCASTLE KARST CONSERVANCY (RKC) • GREATER CINCINNATI GROTTO (GCG)
• DAYTON UNDERGROUND GROTTO (DUG) • BLUE GRASS GROTTO (BGG)
LIABILITY WAIVER, ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT
CAVING CLUB, EVENT AND ACTIVITIES, CAVE ENTRANCE, EXPLORATION, STUDY
Attention: By signing this document, you will waive certain legal rights. Please read carefully.

!"#$%$&

There are significant elements of risk in any organized caving club, event,
adventure, sport, or activity associated with a cave. Certain risks cannot be
eliminated without destroying the unique character and natural beauty of the
cave and caving activities. The same elements that contribute to the unique
character of the activity can be causes of loss or damage to your equipment,
or accidental injury, illness, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death.
We do not want to frighten you or reduce your enthusiasm for these organized
events and club activities but we think it is important for you to know in
advance what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS

I acknowledge that the following describes some, but not all, of the risks: 1)
Slips, trips, falls, or painful crashes due to pits, boulders, loose debris,
inclines, declines, and wet areas in the cave; 2) risks associated with crossing,
climbing, or down climbing; 3) Misuse of equipment or failure of equipment;
4) my physical strength, coordination, sense of balance and ability to follow
or give directions while climbing, belaying, crawling, walking, or stooping; 5)
fatigue, chill, hypothermia, and/or dizziness, which may cause injury in and
of itself or diminish my reaction time and increase the risk of accident; 6) my
own inadequate equipment and lack of training; 7) the risk of head injury by
falling rocks, debris, slipping and falling, tripping, my own failure to wear a
helmet, and banging my head on rock protrusions or the ceiling; 8) non-level
ground and walking surfaces such as breakdown, mud, cave formations,
water, gravel, and rocks which may cause falls, twisted ankles, and other
bodily injury; 9) the complicated labyrinth of passages in a cave which may
cause me and other members of my party to get lost; 10) the fact that since all
caves are underground they may flood and have high water levels which can
cause drowning, hypothermia, and other illness and injuries; 11) abrasion
from or entanglement with ropes or equipment; 12) the presence, actions or
falls of other members of my party; 13) the fact that caves are dark areas, the
very definition of a cave is a natural opening in the earth where light does not
penetrate - therefore the risk of entering a cave without adequate lighting for
which I am solely responsible; 14) the presence, actions, or falls of other
participants; 15) trash, man-made debris and other materials which may be
washed into or otherwise accumulate in a cave; 16) the presence or absence of
good, breathable oxygen in a cave; 17) farm equipment, farm animals, dogs,
vehicles, vegetation which may exist and be hidden on my ingress and egress
to and from the cave;18) the inherent and extreme risks associated with
swimming in a cave’s water and particularly of cave diving; and 19) wild
animals which exist in nature and which may use the cave’s entrance or the
cave itself for a habitat and all risks associated therewith; 20) misuse of
alcohol and or drugs that impair thought decision making and motor
coordination; 21) risk associated with organized caving clubs, events,
rappelling, contest games, food and the premises that these events are held at.
I understand that the description of these conditions and risks is not complete
and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, or

death. In recognition of the inherent risks of the organized caving club, events
and any caving activity which I, and/or any minor child for which I am
responsible, will engage in, I confirm that I am (we are, the minor is)
physically and mentally capable of participating in these organized caving
clubs events, activities, entering, exploring, surveying and/or studying the
cave and activity and using any equipment which I/the child may bring along.
I/we/he participate(s) willingly and voluntarily and I assume full
responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness (including death) and
any related expenses. I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of
my/our personal property. I/we also assume the risk for accidents or injury
caused by the negligence of any persons engaging in these activities and
organized caving clubs events with me/us, including any tour guides, fellow
explorers, fellow cavers, friends, and the like, whether such negligence is
comparative or contributory. I/we are aware of the risks associated with
organized caving events and clubs, caves and cave exploration and with
utilizing equipment for climbing and repelling in a cave and understand the
technical aspects of these activities. I/we accept that climbing in a cave, cave
exploration, and particularly cave diving are inherently dangerous sports. I/we
acknowledge that wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, lighting, helmets
and equipment are basic safety precautions and that wearing a UIAA
approved helmet may help prevent head and/or neck injuries. I/we understand
and accept that it is not the responsibility of RKC, GCG, DUG, or BGG,
volunteers, trip leaders or tail guides, to ensure that I/we have/has this
equipment and wear(s) it before my (our) entrance into the cave but my/our
sole responsibility.
I (and on behalf of the minor) assume the risks of personal injury, accidents,
illness, including but not limited to sprains, torn muscles and/or ligaments,
fracture or broken bones; eye damage, cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions,
and/or contusions, dehydration, oxygen shortage, hypothermia, head, neck
and/or spinal injuries; insect bits or allergic reaction, food poisoning and
reactions from food; shock, drowning, paralysis and/or death.
In consideration of the privilege to, participate in these organized caving
events, club activities, enter the cave and being allowed to survey, study
and/or explore it, I on my behalf and the behalf of any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible, any heirs,
personal representatives or assigns, do hereby release RKC, GCG, DUG, and
BGG, organizers, volunteers, families of, landowners upon whose land I may
cross, private owners of caves, and their principals, directors, co-owners,
spouses, agents, employees, and volunteers, and each and every land owner,
municipal and/or governmental agency upon whose property such activity is
conducted, from all liability and waive any claim for personal injury, property
damage, or wrongful death occurring to me and/or any minor in my charge or
for which I am parent, legal guardian or otherwise responsible from any cause
whatsoever. This document is the property of the Rockcastle Karst
Conservancy. (Last updated 8/17/08)

ADULT CAVER/SPELUNKER: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________
DATE SIGNED:________________________________________________ WAIVER VALID THROUGH END OF CALENDAR YEAR
PARENT/LEGAL CUSTODIAL GUARDIAN____________________________________________________________________________________
Of The Minor - If Not Accompanying Minor
Printed Name
and
Signature
PRINTED NAME(S) of minors covered by the above agreement:

Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________ Name: __________________ Age:_____ Relationship:____________
WITNESS:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name

and

Signature

The Carbide Courier - Page 13

Date

